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THE DAY OF THE LORD 
By Joel M. Killion 
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PERSONAL FORWARD & DISCLAIMER 
 
The phrase - “the day of the Lord” - is found twenty-one times in the King James 
Version of both the Old and New Testaments.  Each reference exudes a sobering 
impartation for every generation who “hears” them with the ears of their heart. 
 
If you are unprepared to examine the kindness “and” severity of the Lord Jesus Christ 
(His whole Person) - to “see Him” as He really is, as very few have - you may want to set 
this script aside (Rom. 11:22).  But, of course, it’s up to you. 
 
I pray that the eyes of your understanding be quickened through the power of the Spirit 
of Wisdom and Revelation.  Only then will you be able “read” and “hear” this discourse 
with the grace of the “same” Spirit who inspired each and every verse within it. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
The day of man, through the expressions of “his own” mind, has governed and infected, 
like a virus, the majority of history from the very beginning, starting with Adam.  
Humanism, atheism, worldliness, progressivism, and religion, in all their “self” glory, 
have polluted the church world, cursing it with subtle yet serious blindness.  
 
“The gospel of Jesus Christ” has been mixed, over and over again, with “the interests of 
men,” thereby changing “the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made 
like corruptible man” (Rom. 1:23, NKJV).  The “preferences” of mortal men have 
replaced the Word and will of God Himself to such a degree that the “standard” of Christ 
is all but extinct (Matt. 15:3-6; Mk. 7:8-9, 13).  
 
The Gospel of Christ has been displaced with “another gospel” which represents 
“another Jesus” with “another spirit” (2 Cor. 11:4, KJV).  The Lord has been 
“watered down” by so many “views” over the ages that He no longer resembles Himself 
and “this” is the “god” whom many “christians” now serve (Gal. 1:6-11).  
 

As A. W. Tozer once said,  "Much of our difficulty as seeking Christians stems from our 
unwillingness to take God as He is and adjust our lives accordingly. We insist upon 
trying to modify Him and to bring Him nearer to our own image." 
 
Humanistic philosophies, idle fancies, the “good ideas” of men and plain nonsense, 
which disregard the straight teachings of Christ and serve well the political notions of 
men, have crept in, as “little foxes”, and spoiled that which was meant for glory and 
beauty (Song. 2:15; Gal. 1:10-11; Col. 2:8). 
 
False doctrines and double-minded commitment have crippled what was once noble, 
honorable and good.  The doctrines and deeds of the Nicolaitans (those who “rule the 
people;” Rev. 2:6, 15) have enabled, softened and damaged what was once whole and 
strong.  
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False shepherds who were and are self-appointed and self-anointed, have limited God in 
the hearts and minds of His people by ministering an incomplete, politically-correct, 
man-centered, need-oriented, Devil-glorifying, lukewarm Gospel – this is “The American 
Gospel.” 
 
Political agendas and man-centered programs have taken “center stage” over pure and 
simple “thoughtfulness” toward what pleases God alone.  Spiritual sensitivity to the Lord 
and His purposes, which can “only” be found in the stillness of “waiting” upon the Lord 
in silence and prayer, is rare in the land (see Ps. 25:5; 145:15; Isa. 64:1-4).  Religious 
leaders are so consumed with “their agendas,” that room for the moving of the Spirit is 
almost laughable.  
 
Things must change.   
 
These issues, among many others, must be “dealt with” before the “church” is capable 
and worthy of bringing about real, lasting reformation as an instrument of the Kingdom. 
 
The deep recesses of the human soul (man’s mind, will and emotions), which have been 
abused and misused in “the day of self,” must be adjusted and healed by the glory of a 
better day.   
 
This is our only hope. 
 
The Lord is sanctifying (setting-apart) and preparing a people for “His name” in these 
days; He has been doing this since the beginning.  The price which must be paid to live in 
the High Calling is not easy, nor is it cheap.   
 
The day of the Lord is the day of the “preparation” of a people who thoroughly possess 
the nature and life of Christ Himself; this is the length, breadth, height and depth of His 
purpose in this day. 
 
This essay is about that preparation.  
 



 The Day of the Lord - Parts I-VII - Page 3 of 49

PART I 

 
THE DAY OF DECISION 

 
The Day of the Lord is His day because it belongs to Him.  It is not my day or your day – 
it is His day. And because it is His day, He is orchestrating it according to His Spirit.  In 
other words, His Day is the full, unadulterated consummation of His will and desire.  In 
His day, He does things as it pleases Him.  Therefore, you and I do not get a vote. 
 
The Day of the Lord is a day of decision in the valley of decision (Joel 3:14).  This is the 
day in which we will “choose” whom we will serve (Josh. 24:15).  The days of smooth, 
hollow words, fence-riding and broken promises will come to a sudden stand-still as the 
judgments of God enter in upon the people of God.  The rending of “the garment” (the 
passing, external “show” of repentance) will be replaced by the rending of “the heart” 
(the genuine breaking of the inward heart of men); an inward conviction will overwhelm 
and overthrow the slimy hypocrisy of a pious, outward appearance.  
 
This is the day that the spirit of Elijah will make a confrontation, demanding a verdict, 
drawing a line in the sand of our indecisive humanity:  
 
1 Kings 18:21, KJV: And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long 
halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, 
then follow him. And the people answered him not a word. 
 
…How long will you falter between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow 
Him; but if Baal, follow him… (NKJV) 
 
…How long are you going to waver between two opinions? he asked the 
people. If the Lord is God, follow him! But if Baal is God, then follow him!...  
(TLB) 
 
…How long will you go limping with two different opinions? If the Lord is 
God, follow him… (RSV) 
 
…How long go ye limping between the two sides?... (ASV) 
 
…How long will you hesitate between two opinions?... (NAS) 
 
…How long are you going to limp unto two diverse opinions?... (AAT) 
 
…How long will you hobble on this faith and that?… (Mof) 
 
…How long will you sit on the fence?… (NEB) 
 
…How long will you straddle the issue?… (NAB) 
 
…How long will you lean to both sides?… (Ber) 
 
…Will you never cease to waver between two loyalties?... (Knox) 
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In Matthew 6:24 (AMP) Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters; for either he 
will hate the one and love the other, or he will stand by and be devoted to the 
one and despise and be against the other…” 
 
Joel 3:14, KJV: Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day 
of the Lord is near in the valley of decision. 
 
This is what it is really all about – the purging of mixture. 
 
All double-mindedness and duality, which is idolatry, must be dealt with (James 1:8; 4:8; 
Deut. 22:9-11).  The foundations of our hearts must be entirely surrendered to the hand 
of the Lord. 
 
No longer will our vision be split between God and the devil or “the New Man” and “the 
old man” for we will see “only” God and behold “only” the New Man (Christ Jesus).   
 
No longer will we speak apart from His Word or act contrary to His will.  Our eyes will be 
set, like a flint, on Him and His good pleasure alone. 
 
Before it is all said and done, the Lord will have a people whose thoughts, words and 
actions are single toward Him “only” (Matt. 6:22; Acts 2:46; Heb. 12:1-2; 2 Cor. 4:1-4; 
Rom. 1:23, 25). 
 
Multitudes are in this place of indecision.  “All the people” (1 Ki. 18:21) are riding the 
fence, limping between two loyalties, unable to make up their minds.  The valley of 
decision is overflowing at this very moment with those who have “many” lovers 
(attachments and affections). 
 
The Lord is calling out to the “multitudes” within the Church. He is calling them, like 
Joshua:  
 
“…Choose you this day whom ye will serve…” (Josh. 24:15, KJV).  
 
But while “many” are being called, “few” are being chosen because “few” are willing 
to pay the price in order to be genuinely chosen (Matt. 7:13-14; Matt. 22:14; Lk. 13:24); 
few are willing to leave the valley and ascend the mountain; few are willing to step out of 
the boat and onto the water; few are willing to entrust the “entirety” of their lives to Him 
Who is worthy of their trust. 
 
From the very beginning, the choice has always been between “two ways”:  
 
“…The way of life and the way of death” (Jer. 21:8, AMP).  
 
There never has and never will be any other choice besides these two. There is no 
middle-ground and there is no other way.  There is no “Plan B.” 
 
In Deuteronomy 30:15 and 19 (AMP), Jehovah made an eternal statement to His people 
which is still being given today:  
 
“See, I have set before you this day life and good, and death and evil…I call 
heaven and earth to witness this day against you that I have set before you 
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life and death, the blessings and the curses; therefore choose life, that you 
and your descendants may live.”  
 
This is the everlasting call of God upon every “believer” in every generation.  Yet, in His 
mercy, He has graciously given us “the key:”  
 
“Choose life.”   
 
God wants us and our children and the generations after us to “live.”  Therefore, if we 
make the right choice and “choose life” then we will have life, live under His 
“blessings” and live – but it is our “choice.” 
 
In Matthew 7:13-14, (AMP) Jesus made a public statement in His Sermon on the Mount 
concerning “the way of Life” and “the way of death” - He said,  
 
“Enter through the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and spacious and broad 
is the way that leads away to destruction, and MANY are those who are 
entering through it.  But the gate is narrow (contracted by pressure) and the 
way is straitened and compressed that leads away to life and FEW are those 
who find it. [Deut 30:19; Jer 21:8.]”  
 
Now, let’s read this same passage in the Message Bible: 
 
“Don’t look for shortcuts to God.  The market is flooded with surefire, 
easygoing formulas for a successful life that can be practiced in your spare 
time.  Don't fall for that stuff, even though crowds of people do.  The way to 
life — to God! — is vigorous and requires total attention.”  
 
Many are now treading upon the way of death because it is personally convenient - it is 
wide, comfortable, politically-correct and user-friendly.  “Multitudes” are on this path 
because all their friends are “doing it” and all their needs are met as they stroll at “their 
own” pace on this very appealing thoroughfare.  Many are crowding this path even now 
because it is “easy-going.” The way of death will never require anyone to “change their 
lifestyle” for it is, by nature, “broad-minded,” tolerant and flexible, perfect for the 
“selfish.” 
 
However, the way of Life is altogether different.  It is “narrow,” but it is even narrower 
than you think.  And it is “straight,” completely devoid of any and all “dis-honesty.” 
 
Many, whether they know it or not, go through “great pains” to avoid “the way of Life,” 
even though it “leads” to Life, because it is not according to “their” personal liking - it is 
hard and rough, “contracted by pressure” and tribulation.  This way does not, at all, 
cater to the “un-Holy Trinity” of “I, Me and Mine.” 
 
Those who avoid “the path of Life,” do so unknowingly, completely unaware of what they 
are doing. Certainly they want “life,” but when they start down “the road of Life” and see 
all that is “required” of them, they turn around and head the opposite direction toward 
“death.”  
 
The sole purpose of this walk-way is to transform each and every person who walks upon 
it as they progress nearer and nearer to the goal of the Life of the Lord.  The “broad-
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mindedness” of “self” is slowly but surly replaced by the “narrow-mindedness” of Christ.  
Every “crooked” ideal and concept is “straightened out” (Isa. 40:3-4).  Everything which 
does not agree with the will and intent of the Lord Himself is adjusted until His will is 
“all” that rules. 
 
The Sword of the Lord works as a laser on the path of Life to penetrate deep within the 
intricacies of our mind, emotions and will; He deals very carefully with the roots of our 
thoughts, feeling and desires, “…exposing… sifting… analyzing and judging the 
very thoughts and purposes of the heart” (Heb. 4:12, AMP); every hindrance 
which keeps us from the Lord is dealt with. Every “barrier” between us and His goal for 
our lives is removed.  
 
Nothing within the context of our lives “is concealed from His sight, but all things 
are open and exposed, naked and defenseless to the eyes of Him with Whom 
we have to do” (Heb. 4:13, AMP). 
 
But again, with these “two ways” in mind, the Lord Himself, in the midst of it all gives us 
the key, commanding us to be “fierce” (violent) in our “selection” as we ponder “both 
ways:”  
 
“Strive to enter by the narrow door [force yourselves through it], for MANY, 
I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able” (Luke 13:24, AMP; also look at 
Matt. 6:33 and Heb. 4:11).   
 
Many will “try” to enter, but will not be “able.”   
 
Are you “trying”?  If so, know this: “Trying” is not sufficient.  You must “strive.”  You 
must use “force.”  You must be “violent” (Matt 11:12, KJV). 
 
Yet, even so, few will “find” the way of Life; fewer will walk it; and fewer will endure to 
the end.   
 
But he who endures to the end, will be saved (Matt. 10:22).   
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PART II 

 
THE DAY OF WRATH 

 
Throughout the Scriptures, “the day of the Lord” is called by many names. 
Each one identifies a special aspect of the Lord’s Day; each one unveils a deeper 
significance.  
 
Here are a few; take some time and study each one very carefully: 
 
“The Day of Trouble” [a.k.a. “Jacob’s Trouble”] (Ps.20:1; 50:15, 16; 77:2; 86:7; 
Ezek. 7:7; Nahum 1:7; Hab. 3:16 - KJV); 
 
“The Day of Battle” (Job 38:23; Ps. 78:9; 140:7; Prov. 21:31 - KJV); 
 
“The Day of Thy Power” (Ps.110:3 - KJV); 
 
“The Day of Vengeance” (Prov. 6:34; Isa. 34:8; 61:2; 63:4 - KJV); 
 
“The Day of Adversity” (Prov. 24:10 - KJV); 
 
“The Day of Visitation” (Isa. 10:3; 1 Pet. 2:12 - KJV); 
 
“The Day of His Fierce Anger” (Isa. 13:13; Lam. 1:12; 2:22 - KJV); 
 
“The Day of Slaughter” (Jer. 12:3 - KJV); 
 
“The Day of Affliction” (Jer. 16:19 - KJV); 
 
“The Day of the Whirlwind” (Amos 1:14 - KJV); 
 
“The Day of Judgment” (Jesus called it this in Mt. 10:15; 11:22-24; 12:36; Mk. 
6:11; 1 Jn. 4:17 - KJV) 
 
“The Day of His Coming” (Mal. 3:2 - KJV); 
 
“The Day of Our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor 1:8; 5:5; 2 Cor. 1:14; Phil. 1:6,10; 
2:16 - KJV); 
 
“The Day of Salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2); 
 
“The Day of Redemption” (Eph. 4:30). 
 
The Day of the Lord is also called “the day of the Lord’s wrath” (Zeph. 1:18, 
KJV; also look at Ps. 110:5; 11:4; Ezek 7:19; Rom. 2:5).  
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Revelation 6:17 (AMP) states that “…The great day of His wrath 
(vengeance, retribution, indignation) has come” and then asks a very 
important question:  
 
“…Who is able to stand before it?”  
 
Have you ever asked yourself this question? If not, why not? 
 
The Scriptures make it explicitly clear who the recipients of His wrath are. 
 
The wrath of God is… 
 
Upon those who do not “believe” on the Son (Jn. 3:36) - What does it mean to 
“believe” on the Son? It means to “adhere to, trust in and rely on” the Son; it 
means to “obey, fear and reverence” the Lord;  
 
Upon “all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men [including confessing 
“believers”], who hold the truth in unrighteousness” (Rom 1:18, KJV) - 
These are those who “call evil good, and good evil”, who “put darkness for 
light, and light for darkness”, who “put bitter for sweet, and sweet for 
bitter!” (Isa. 5:20, KJV); these are those who “hold the Word of Truth” 
according to “their” own understanding, without a meek and teachable heart 
according to the Spirit of Truth; 
 
Upon the “hard” and “impenitent” (calloused) hearts of men (Rom. 2:5);  
 
Upon “…them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey 
unrighteousness…” (Rom. 2:8, KJV) - The word “contentious” speaks of 
“factions and strife” (Strong’s 2052); these are those who “fight against” the 
Truth and obey what is false;  
 
“Upon him that doeth evil” (Rom. 13:4, KJV) - But what is “evil”?  “Evil” is 
anything that the Word of Truth calls “evil;” the “world’s” definition is 
altogether different and unreliable to say the least but this is obvious to the 
righteous; it is time for us to re-discover the difference between “good” and 
“evil;” 
 
Upon the children of dis-obedience (Eph. 5:6; Col. 3:6); 
 
Upon the disobedient, unbelieving and heard-hearted (Heb. 3:7-19; 4:3) - Did 
you know that the unbelieving heart, which is a dis-obedient heart, is an “evil 
heart”? (Heb. 3:12, KJV). Selah; 
 
Upon those who have worshipped the beast (Adam, self) and his image (Adam’s 
imaginations) and have received his mark (his signature or the sign of his nature) 
on their hands (works) or forehead (thoughts) (Rev. 14:8-10);  
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Upon the earth (carnality and fleshly systems) (Rev. 16:1);  
 
Upon Babylon [religious-political confusion] (Rev. 16:19) and…  
 
Upon the nations (Upon the abomi-nations of the imagi-nations and denomi-
nations) (Rev. 19:15). 
 
Isaiah 2:12-16 says that “the Day of the Lord of hosts” is “upon”: 
 
“…Every one that is proud and lofty…” 
 
“…Every one that is lifted up…he shall be brought low…” 
 
“…All the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and lifted up…” 
 
“…All the oaks of Bashan…” 
 
“…All the high mountains…” 
 
“…All the hills that are lifted up…” 
 
“…Every high tower…” 
 
“…Every fenced wall…” 
 
“…All the ships of Tarshish…” 
 
“…All pleasant pictures…” 
 
Simply said, the wrath of God is appointed unto every “nook-n-cranny” of that 
which is not in “full” agreement with the will and purpose of King Jesus.  Every 
ungodly way within our lives (from the inside out and from the top to the 
bottom), which we have tirelessly sought to “hide”, will be found and dealt with 
sooner or later. 
 
The inevitable cannot be delayed.  
 
Many – in their ignorance – say, “We will never experience the severity of God!  
We’ll never experience His wrath.  He loves us too much to let us suffer in the 
time of trouble.  He is a good God. He loves us.”  Then they use Scriptures such 
as First Thessalonians 1:10 and 5:9 to prop up their self-preserving concepts.  Yet 
the truth is that everything in our lives that is not “of” Him, “for” Him and “from” 
Him is going to drink the full cup of His wrath. 
 
Remember, this is His love in action (Ps. 23:4; Prov. 3:11, 12; 13:24; Heb. 12:5-
11).  
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If we have anything within our lives that is not “fully committed” to Him, then 
we must “judge ourselves” and repent (change our minds) or we will have to face 
His indignation; in other words, His indigo-nation will shatter our imagi-nations 
and denomi-nations, which are, in fact, “heathen nations.”  
 
But, as you may have noticed, this is contrary to what many are saying for the 
wrath of the Lamb is not necessarily directed toward the unsaved “alone.” 
 
First Peter 4:17 is crystal clear:  
 
“For the time [has arrived] for judgment to begin with the household 
of God…it begins with us…” (AMP) 
 
“It's judgment time for Christians. We're first in line. If it starts with 
us, think what it's going to be like for those who refuse God's 
Message!” (Message) 
 
“The Day of the LORD is at hand, the day of His glory, and ‘eyes like a flame 
of fire’ are going to consume the dross from the silver pot of God's refining 
flame.  God says that His judgments must first begin at the house of God.  We 
anticipate the day of His glory.  But even as we do, let us humble ourselves now 
in His presence lest His light shine upon us suddenly, and we be found naked. 
For He says to you and me and God's people everywhere who have known His 
workings in times past... 
 
“‘Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and 
do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will 
remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent’ (Rev. 
2:5).” [Quote from “The Day of the Lord” by George Warnock] 
 
Selah. 
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PART III 

 
THE DAY OF REAPING 

 
The Day of the Lord is the day of reckoning (Obad. 15); what we have done unto 
others (both good and bad alike) will be returned back to us. As we do, it will be 
done to us.  
 
The apostle Paul gave us a stern warning which we would do well to heed (Gal. 
6:7-8, AMP); He said,  
 
“Do not be deceived and deluded and misled; God will not allow 
Himself to be sneered at (scorned, disdained, or mocked by mere 
pretensions or professions, or by His precepts being set aside.)  [He 
inevitably deludes himself who attempts to delude God.]  For 
whatever a man sows, that and that only is what he will reap.  For he 
who sows to his own flesh (lower nature, sensuality) will from the 
flesh reap decay and ruin and destruction, but he who sows to the 
Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.” [Read that again, slowly] 
 
Now, let us read this same passage in the New Life Version:  
 
“Do not be fooled.  You cannot fool God.  A man will get back 
whatever he plants!  If a man does things to please his sinful old self, 
his soul will be lost.  If a man does things to please the Holy Spirit, he 
will have life that lasts forever.” 
 
And finally, let us read it again in the Message Bible:  
 
“Don't be misled: No one makes a fool of God. What a person plants, 
he will harvest. The person who plants selfishness, ignoring the needs 
of others - ignoring God! - harvests a crop of weeds.  All he'll have to 
show for his life is weeds!  But the one who plants in response to God, 
letting God's Spirit do the growth work in him, harvests a crop of real 
life…” 
 
This is very serious indeed.  
 
We are all “farmers” whether we know it or not.  And we are all sowing seeds 
every day, in so many ways, through our words and actions.  And we are all 
reaping what we have sown (both good and bad alike) based upon “the law of 
sowing and reaping.” 
 
The Apostle Paul spoke of this “sowing and reaping” principle, more specifically, 
when he said that “the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23, KJV).  Do you see 
the “cause and effect” in this statement?  Paul is being very clear: If we sow sin 
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(in any one of so many ways) we will reap certain “wages,” namely death (in any 
one of so many ways).  This is very serious indeed.   
 
On the other hand, if we sow righteousness (the opposite of “sin”) we will reap 
life (the opposite of “death”). 
 
If we take care to only sow that which is good, we will certainly thank ourselves 
later, for this “law” is as real as any other universal law and cannot be avoided 
(see Gen. 8:22).  If we are wise farmers who wish to reap a good harvest (good 
“wages”), then let us “be wise” in what we “say” and “do,” in all our sowing, for 
we are even now entering the time when the harvest is catching up with the 
sowing of seed.  
 
In short, let us speak and live according to the Word of God; then we will harvest 
“the fruit of righteousness.” 
 
Let us be careful in “how” we treat others - our spouses, our children, our co-
workers, our bosses, etc.  Let us treat our fellowman with the same dignity we 
wish to receive.   
 
Let us love our neighbors as we love ourselves. 
 
Selah - pause and think about this.  
 

JUDGMENT UPON BABYLON 
 
The Day of the Lord shall come and is even now coming as “destruction from the 
Almighty” upon Babylon (The definition of Babylon is seen below) (Isa. 13:1-6, 
KJV); with cruel wrath and fierce anger, it will desolate “the land of Babylon” 
without mercy and destroy the sinners who are in it (Isa. 13:9). 
 
Isaiah thirteen details the devastation of Babylon (v.1, 19-22) in the Day of the 
Lord and prophesies specific destruction upon… 
 
“The whole land” (v.5 & 9); 
 
“The sinners” (v.9); 
 
“The world” (v.11); 
 
“The wicked” (v.11); 
 
“The arrogance of the proud” (v.11); 
 
“The haughtiness of the terrible” (v.11); 
 
“The heavens, and the earth” (v.13); 
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“Every one that is joined unto them” (v.15) - anyone and everyone that is 
united to Babylon will met with certain hurt; 
 
“Their children…houses…wives…young men...the fruit of the womb” 
(v.16, 18) - every Babylonian tree, that produces Babylonian “fruit,” will be cut 
down and burned with fire for John the Baptist said, “…Every tree which 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire” 
[Jesus echoed this truth in Matt. 7:16-20; 12:33]. [But how can we discern the 
“fruit” of any tree?  By their words, for Jesus said, “…Out of the abundance of 
the heart, the mouth speaks” (Lk. 6:43-45)]. 
 
[Note: At this point, it should also be stated that every tree which “does not 
produce fruit” will also be cut down and burned (Matt. 21:19; Lk. 13:6-9; Jn. 15:1-
8, 16; Jude 12); in short, the only fruit God will bless is “the fruit of the 
Spirit,” which is, in fact, the direct result of living and walking in the Spirit (Gal. 
5:22-23)].  
 
In short, there is nothing in Babylon that God will preserve. 
 
But what is “Babylon”? This is a very important question, well worth our 
attention: 
 
The Hebrew word for “BABYLON” is “babel” [Compare the English word 
“babble”] which means “confusion” and has been rendered “the gate of god”. “It 
is taken from the root ‘balal’ which means ‘to mingle or mix.’  The same 
meaning is carried over into the Greek word ‘BABULON.’  The term is 
commonly used to speak of a man-made system of RELIGIOUS (and political) 
CONFUSION.  Babylon is a spirit that is self-seeking and unfaithful to the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST. (Gen. 11; Ps. 137; Jer. 50-52; Josh. 7:21; the false church of Rev. 
17-18 is in contrast to the TRUE CHURCH of Rev. 19)” – Dr. Kelley Varner. 
 
Another term for the system of Babylon is THE HARLOT CHURCH.  “Rather 
than being a contented wife, the harlot is restless, having NO HEAD, no 
covering, no authority.  This is that Jezebel system.  Note that the name ‘Jezebel’ 
comes from a Hebrew word that means ‘WHERE?’  It is also rendered as ‘NOT’ 
(‘island’ in Job 22:30).  Cruden gives it as ‘without cohabitation; isle of the 
dunghill.’  This again reveals the stubbornness and obstinance of THE GREAT 
WHORE (Lk. 15:30; Pr. 7:1-27; 1 Cor. 6:15-16; Rev. 17:1, 5, 15-16; 19:2; 2:18-
23).” – Dr. Kelley Varner. 
 
Now let us take a minute to ask ourselves if there is anything in our own hearts 
(or in our homes or local churches) that “even remotely” resembles Babylon: 
 
Are we “religious”? 
 
Are we “political”? 
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Are we self-seekers? 
 
Are we, in “any way,” unfaithful or untrue to the Lord? 
 
Is there a “mixture” in our lives? 
 
To what degree are we united with that which is “man-made”? 
 
Is Jesus our supreme Head (our Lord and Master) or are we a discontented, 
stubborn, obstinate, rebellious, restless wife toward Him?  
 
Do we fear the Lord or men? (In the Kingdom of God, there can be no middle 
ground.) 
 
Be honest. 
 
Second Corinthians 13:5 (AMP) says, “Examine and test and evaluate your 
own selves to see whether you are holding to your faith and showing 
the proper fruits of it. Test and prove yourselves…” 
 
The Message Bible says, “Test yourselves to make sure you are solid in 
the faith. Don't drift along taking everything for granted. Give 
yourselves regular checkups…” 
 
The Apostle Paul made it very clear that if we judge ourselves, we will not have 
to be judged (1 Cor. 11:31).  If we fall on the Rock, we will be broken, but if we 
resist this “self-judgment,” the Rock will come and crush us into powder (Matt. 
21:44).  
 
The choice is ours and ours alone. 
 
Remember, without “holiness” (the end result of purification) no man will “see 
the Lord” (Heb. 12:14; Matt. 5:8). 
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PART IV 

 
JUDGMENT UPON EGYPT 

 
The Sword of the Lord, which is the Word of God (Heb. 4:12), is cutting through 
the soul of Egypt.  The Spirit of Christ, Who called and energized the prophet 
Moses, is again sweeping through the land of Egypt, wreaking havoc on Pharaoh’s 
empire and demanding freedom for His people. 
 
But what is Egypt? 
 
Egypt is “a place of bondage or servitude, such as the world, sin, certain habits, 
and the like (Ex. 1:8-14; Hos. 11:1; Mic. 6:4; Heb. 11:24-28)” – Kelley Varner.  
 
Plainly stated, Egypt is a type of the “World System.” 
 
The “multitudes” of Egypt (those who are milling around “in bondage” to the 
“World System”) and her “foundations” (those things which support and under-
gird the “World System”) are being measured and dealt with. 
 
All of the nations (our imagi-nations and denomi-nations) that are allied (joined, 
yoked or united as friends) with Egypt will fall with her by the sword (The Living 
Word of God).  
 
Every man’s work, which has not been founded solely and wholly on Jesus 
Christ, will be stripped naked and seen for what it really is for “the day” will 
disclose its true nature and makeup.  Every worldly, carnal way will be judged 
with fire.  Therefore, let every man “take heed how he buildeth” (1 Cor. 3:10-
15, KJV).   
 
The apostle James knew the danger of being “friends with the world” and 
brought a contemporary application in James 4:4.  Here are a few translations 
that really unlock the immense seriousness of this issue: 
 
NASB: You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the 
world is hostility toward God?  Therefore whoever wishes to be a 
friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 
 
Question: Whose “friend” do we “wish” to “be”?  
 
AMP: You [are like] unfaithful wives [having illicit love affairs with 
the world and breaking your marriage vow to God]!  Do you not 
know that being the world's friend is being God's enemy?  So 
whoever chooses to be a friend of the world takes his stand as an 
enemy of God. 
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Question: Have we ever considered that when we have “an affair” with the World 
we are actually “sleeping with the enemy” and thus “breaking” our marriage vow 
to our Lord Jesus? Have we ever thought on these terms or have we just assumed 
that it is possible to “have our cake and eat it too”? 
 
The Message: You're cheating on God.  If all you want is your own 
way, flirting with the world every chance you get, you end up 
enemies of God and His way. 
 
Friendship with the world “is equal to” hostility toward God.  This couldn’t be any 
plainer. 
 
And the opposite is also true:  Friendship with the Lord is equal to hostility 
toward the world.  So, don’t be surprised when you are “hated” by the World and 
those who love it for Jesus was not “of” the world (worldly, belonging to the 
world) and neither are His followers (Jn. 17:16, AMP). 
 
In essence, “the Lord” and “the world” cannot mix; they are polar opposites of 
one another; they are like “oil” and “water.” They cannot co-exist for they are 
contrary to one another. 
 
The world “hates” the Lord (1 Jn. 5:19); it “hates” Jesus (Jn. 7:7; 8:23) and it 
“hates” His Father (Jn. 15:23) and those whom He has chosen (Jn. 15:18-19; 
17:14; 1 Jn. 3:13).  These are the facts. 
 
In Romans 8:7 (AMP) the apostle Paul said that “…the mind of the flesh 
[with its carnal thoughts and purposes] is hostile to God, for it does 
not submit itself to God's Law; indeed it cannot.” [Also study 2 Cor. 6:15-
18] 
 
Did you catch that?  Paul said that the mind (or the soul) of the flesh “cannot” 
submit to God’s Law.  He didn’t say that it doesn’t “want” to submit; he said that 
it “cannot” submit; therefore, it “will not” submit.  
 
Therefore, in light of this, we must ask ourselves some very serious questions:  
 
Is there any part of our lives that is a “friend” of the world?  
 
Are we closer to “the world” than we are to “the Lord”?  Which one do we spend 
the most time with? Which one do we think about the most? Which one do we 
invest in (give to) the most? 
 
If the Lord were to take a look at our weekly spending habits, would He discover 
our “other gods”? (Deut 5:7; 6:14) 
 
Do we have “the mind of the flesh” or “the mind of Christ”? (1 Cor. 2:16, 
KJV) 
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Be honest. 
 
Judge yourself, lest you be judged.  God, in His mercy, is calling out to make us 
free from Egypt. 
 
The “mind” of the flesh is set on the “principles” of the way of the World. 
 
The “mind” of Christ is fixed on the “principles” of the way of the Kingdom of 
God. 
 
These two “minds” cannot be truly mixed. 
 
The apostle John wrote the consummate rule on this very subject in First John 
2:15-17 (AMP):  
 
“Do not love or cherish the world or the things that are in the world.  
If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in him. For all 
that is in the world - the lust of the flesh [craving for sensual 
gratification] and the lust of the eyes [greedy longings of the mind] 
and the pride of life [assurance in one's own resources or in the 
stability of earthly things] - these do not come from the Father but are 
from the world [itself].  And the world passes away and disappears, 
and with it the forbidden cravings (the passionate desires, the lust) of 
it; but he who does the will of God and carries out His purposes in his 
life abides (remains) forever.” 
 
Let’s read this same verse in the Message Bible:  
 
“Don't love the world's ways.  Don't love the world's goods.  Love of 
the world squeezes out love for the Father.  Practically everything 
that goes on in the world - wanting your own way, wanting everything 
for yourself, wanting to appear important - has nothing to do with the 
Father.  It just isolates you from him.  The world and all its wanting, 
wanting, wanting is on the way out - but whoever does what God 
wants is set for eternity.” 
 
As you can see, this was not and is not a suggestion, but an apostolic rule.  To the 
degree that we love the world, we do not love the Father and neither does His 
love live in us.  Those who love the world are doomed to pass away with it (Ps. 
73:27); but he who does the will of God will live forever. 
 
But, for clarity, it must be stated again - “If anyone loves the world, love for 
the Father is not in him.” (Selah - pause and meditate on this) 
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Those who uphold (be-friend) Egypt shall fall and the pride of her power shall 
come down.  And they shall be desolate in the midst of the countries that are 
desolate and her cities shall be wasted. 
 
Ezekiel 40:8 (KJV) presents a very important principle which has proven to be 
true throughout human history:  
 
“And they shall know that I am the Lord, when (not before but “when”) I 
have set a fire in Egypt, and when (not before but “when”) all her helpers 
[allies, supporters, defenders] shall be destroyed.” 
 
Notice, the Lord said, “And they shall know that I am the Lord, when…”  
You see, for them to “know” Him “as Lord,” something had to happen “first”: 
 
The pressure of “pain” had to precede the reality of “perception.”   
 
Clearly, the hardness of Israel’s heart made “destruction” inevitable. 
 
Let me explain, 
 
The phrase “…know that I am the Lord…” is used thirty-six times in the book 
of Ezekiel, showing its importance.  Yet in each instance, we find something very 
disturbing; it seems that Israel chose to only “know” the Lord “as” Lord 
“when” He brought harsh judgment upon them.  They were unwilling to obey 
Him from the first, so they learned their lesson “the hard way.”   
 
Today the issues within the church are no less severe.  In fact, things are worse in 
this present time.  The world around us has gotten into us, imparting the 
darkness of what the prophet Jeremiah called “a whore’s forehead,” making 
our hearts so calloused that we cannot even “blush” at our wickedness (Jer. 3:3).  
And because of “this” and many other abominations, we too must learn “the hard 
way.”  Therefore, judgment is our portion “until” we “know” Him as Lord. 
 
So what do we do? How should we than live? What’s the answer? Well, the 
apostles, Paul and James, gave us two very solemn words of encouragement - 
study them well: 
 
Paul said, 
 
“Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and 
adapted to its external, superficial customs], but be transformed 
(changed) by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and 
its new attitude], so that you may prove [for yourselves] what is the 
good and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing which is 
good and acceptable and perfect [in His sight for you].” (Romans 12:2, 
AMP) 
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The Message Bible restates this verse by saying, “Don't become so well-
adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. 
Instead, fix your attention on God. You'll be changed from the inside 
out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond 
to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its 
level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-
formed maturity in you.” 
 
The apostle James said,  
 
“Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this…to 
keep oneself unspotted from the world.” (James 1:27, NKJV) 
 
To be “unspotted” from the world literally means to live in such was that your life 
is “untouched, unblemished and uncontaminated” by the world and its popular, 
natural ways. 
 
(Selah - pause and meditate on this) 
 
In Acts 24:16 (AMP), Paul gives some insight into how he applied these truths in 
his own life:  
 
“…I always exercise and discipline myself [mortifying my body, 
deadening my carnal affections, bodily appetites, and worldly 
desires, endeavoring in all respects] to have a clear (unshaken, 
blameless) conscience, void of offense toward God.” 
 
Jesus Himself lived this kind of life for He too always sought, with a clear 
conscience, to avoid any and all things that would “offend” His Father and 
therefore cause “separation.”  Hebrews 5:7 (AMP), says that “…He shrank 
from the horrors of separation from the bright presence of the 
Father.” 
 
And now Jesus calls us to have His same heart. 
 
But how do we do this? Well, again, the apostle Paul tells us how: 
 
“For the grace of God (His unmerited favor and blessing) has come 
forward (appeared) for the deliverance from sin and the eternal 
salvation for all mankind.  It has trained us to reject and renounce all 
ungodliness (irreligion) and worldly (passionate) desires, to live 
discreet (temperate, self-controlled), upright, devout (spiritually 
whole) lives in this present world.” (Titus 2:11-12, AMP) 
 
Please understand, the grace of God - the power of God - is our only hope.  Yet 
there is one condition - humility.  God gives His grace to the humble while He 
resists the proud (1 Pet. 5:5).  Those who are unwilling to be “trained” by the 
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Lord to “reject and renounce all ungodliness…and worldly 
(passionate) desires, to live discreet (temperate, self-controlled), 
upright, devout (spiritually whole) lives in this present world” will not 
fair well in the days, months and years to come.   
 
Therefore, it is time for us to get on our faces before God and “judge 
ourselves” (1 Cor. 11:31, KJV).  It is time for us to weep in repentance, with 
godly grief and sorrow, between the porch and the alter.  It is time for us to 
change our minds about sin and righteousness for without “holiness” and 
“purity” we will never see the Lord (Matt. 5:8; Heb. 12:14).   
 
Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of “the flesh and spirit” as we, by 
His grace, work with the Lord to perfect holiness in “the fear of God” (2 Cor. 
7:1, KJV).   
 
If we want to be wise, we will be zealous in our “fear of the Lord” for this is the 
“beginning of wisdom” - however, it is “just” the beginning. 
 
“For godly grief and the pain God is permitted to direct, produce a 
repentance that leads and contributes to salvation and deliverance 
from evil, and it never brings regret…” (2 Cor. 7:10, AMP) 
 
“…For God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 
Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he 
may exalt you in due time.” (1 Pet. 5:5-6, KJV) 
 
(Selah - pause and meditate on this) 
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PART V 

 
WHEN IS THE DAY OF THE LORD? 

 
This is a very important question - one well worth our attention. 
 
And while many give the responsibility of “spiritual understanding” to the 
“professional clergy,” we must be those who “study” to show ourselves 
approved unto God and not men, who rightly divide the Word of Truth through 
the wisdom of the Spirit of Revelation in us (2 Tim. 2:15).   
 
The “timing” of the day of the Lord is not a mystery; the answer is quite simple.  
 
According to Scripture, the Day of the Lord… 
 
“…Is near…” - Ezek. 7:7; 30:3; Joel 3:14; Zeph. 1:14; 
 
“…Is at hand…” - Isa. 13:6; Joel 1:15; 2:1; Zeph. 1:7; Rom. 13:12; 2 Thess. 2:2; 
 
“…Is nigh at hand…” - Joel 2:1;  
 
“…Cometh…” - Isa. 13:9; Joel 2:1; Zech. 14:1; Mal. 4:1; I Thess. 5:2-3;  
 
To say that the Day of the Lord is “at hand” literally means that it is “near (in 
place, kindred or time), nigh at hand, present or within the grasp” (Strong’s # 
7138 and 7126); when something is “at hand” it is quite simply “within our 
reach” or “close by.” 
 
Therefore, contrary to popular opinion, the Day of the Lord is not a literal twenty-
four hour day which can be “posted on our calendars” (I Thess. 5:2, 
Message); rather, it is an eternal day, of the Spirit. 
 
Plus, it is not “afar off” in the distance, in “the sweet by and by.”  The Day of the 
Lord is a present reality - it is nearer than we think.  
 
However, when the Day of the Lord comes to “each” generation, it does so 
unexpectedly, “as a thief in the night,” unbeknownst to the masses (II Peter 
3:10, KJV).  The “casual” onlooker will always be surprised because the Lord 
“won't call ahead and make an appointment any more than a burglar 
would” (I Thess. 5:2, the Message).  
 
Nevertheless, those who have cultivated a quality in their intimacy with the Lord 
are acutely sensitive to His activities as they progressively unfold.  And since they 
live in His Light, they are not surprised as by “a thief.”  As it relates to “the times 
and seasons” of the unfolding of the purposes of God, they are not ignorant for 
they are “awake unto righteousness” as sober watchmen.  They “know 
perfectly” well that the Day of the Lord “…cometh as a thief in the night…”  



 The Day of the Lord - Parts I-VII - Page 22 of 49

Therefore, they are “…not in darkness, that that day should overtake…” 
them “…as a thief” for they are “…the children of light, and the children 
of the day…” (I Thess. 5:4-10, KJV) 
 
Many say that “the day of the Lord” is the seven-year tribulation period at the 
end of the age. Yet a thorough study of the Word shows that His day is past, 
presently progressive and future, working in our lives to bring us step by step 
into the likeness and image of Christ Himself. 
 
J. Preston Eby once wrote that “The Day of the Lord is that special period of 
time, not twenty-four hours, and not one singular time, when the Almighty God 
actively manifests Himself in dealings to end unrighteousness and establish the 
reign of His righteousness.  Many individuals and churches and nations 
through history have encountered their own unique ‘Day of the Lord,’ their 
Hour of Visitation.  I am making known a Day unto you, beloved, and the day I 
am proclaiming is the Day of the Lord, and it is upon us now.” 
 
Finally, we should consider that while the day of the Lord is available to us today, 
“many” choose to live in “The Day of Adam (or Man),” which is a life lived unto 
“the god of self” who forever exalts the un-holy Trinity of “I, me and mine.”  
 
Others have made the choice to live in “the day of Evil” (Prov. 16:4; Jer. 17:17-
18), which is a life lived around the subtle, or even not-so-subtle, influences of the 
Evil One, where He leads them though “the power of suggestion.” 
 
So you see there are actually “two days” actively operating at the same time in the 
earth:  
 
“The Day of the Lord” & “the Day of Evil”  
 
Those who are “of” the Light, walk “in” the Light of day.  
 
Those who are of Darkness, walk in the day of Adam and, therefore, live in the 
day of Evil. 
 
Which “day” we will live in is up to us and us alone. 
 

THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON 
 
The book of Joel is the book of the Day of the Lord; through prophetic insight the 
Lord unveils His power, purpose and people.  
 
Chapter One details the horror that overcomes the people of God. 
 
Chapter Two reveals Jehovah’s solution, an “army” which executes His Word. 
The Lord utters His voice before His great army and they who “do” [not just 
“hear”] His Word are strong (Joel 2:11). 
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The Day of the Lord is the container for “the battle of that great day of God 
Almighty” (Rev. 16:14, KJV), the battle of Armageddon - A battle for which the 
prophets are now preparing the people of God (Ezek. 13:5).   
 
The battle of Armageddon is a violent, spiritual (super-natural) war between two 
kingdoms:  
 
The Kingdom of Evil & the Kingdom of God (Joel’s Army); 
 
Unrighteousness & Righteousness; 
 
Injustice & Justice; 
 
Darkness & Light; 
 
Wrong & Right. 
 
Ezekiel chapter 38-39 represents this battle as being between Gog and the Saints  
of the Most High (the overcomers) [Gog represents “every force of evil” that is 
marshaled as a rival against God (Rev. 20:7-10); Gog, the chief “prince” may also 
be “the prince and power of the air” (Ezek. 38:2; Eph. 2:1-3)]: 
 
The expediation of Gog against the Israel of God (38:1-13); 
 
The intervention of God against Gog (38:14-23); 
 
The defeat and destruction of Gog (39:1-20) and;  
 
The results of Gog’s defeat (39:21-29).  
 
“Gog will fall (Ezek. 39:4).  God’s sons will be a fire (39:6).  This will happen in 
the Day of the Lord (39:8).  The implements of warfare shall be burned for 
seven years, denoting a complete end to them (39:9).  ‘Hamon-Gog’ means ‘the 
multitude of Gog, tumult of Gog’ (39:11).  These enemies of the Lord shall be 
buried (permanently removed) for seven months (completion) so that the land 
can be fully cleansed (39:12).  God will be glorified in His Day (39:13).  The land 
shall be completely purged of Gog and his allies (39:14-15)…The fowls shall 
come and eat the flesh of the mighty and the princes (39:17-20; Rev. 19:17-21).  
This is the supper of the great God and reveals the negative side of the Day of 
the Lord as God’s sons, in covenant with Him at His table, partake of His 
judgments.  God will then set His glory among the nations (39:21; Rev. 21:22).  
Then He can turn the captivity of His creation and have mercy on the whole 
house of Israel (39:25 & chapter 37).”  [Page 125 of “Principles of Present Truth 
from Ezekiel” by Dr. Kelley Varner] 
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Dr. Kelley Varner further adds - “For now, the battleground is our homes, 
schools, and churches.   As God judges nations, denominations, and 
imaginations, the true Church will emerge triumphant in her God, strong 
through the One ‘whose right it is’!” 
 
The primary battlefield, however, is the human soul - our mind (what “we 
think”), emotions (what “we feel”) and will (what “we want”).  These imagi-
nations possess the greatest need for reconstruction.  However, every thought, 
feeling and desire will be adjusted according to His will “to the degree” that we 
maintain a yielded posture to His Lordship. 
 
The Day of the Lord is “a cloudy day” and “a day of despair” for those who 
“have gone astray… [and] turned…to [their] own way” (Isa. 53:6, Ezek. 
30:3).  As they live “unto themselves” - fulfilling the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eyes and the pride of life - they will increasingly fall victim to the reality of 
darkness (ignorance, death) and not light (understanding, life) (Amos 5:18).  
 
Nevertheless, the apostle Paul had good advice for the “believers” in his day: 
 
Romans 13:12, KJV: The night is far spent, the day is at hand: Let us 
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor 
of light. 
 
“The armor of light,” which is “the whole armor of God,” is the battle 
dress of Joel’s Army in the Day of the Lord which must be “put on” (Eph. 6:11) – 
this is very important; it is not enough for us to merely be “saved;” we must, 
voluntarily, “put on” the armor of God which is “Christ,” the “New Man” 
(Gal. 3:27; Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10). 
 
Ephesians 6:13-17 details “the whole armor of God.”  
 
Here is a listing of the armor: 
 
I) The Girdle of Truth; 
 
II) The Breastplate of Righteousness; 
 
III) The Shoes of the Gospel of Peace; 
 
IV) The Shield of Faith; 
 
V) The Helmet of Salvation; 
 
VI) The Sword of the Spirit. 
 
In addition, “Put on…bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving 
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one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ 
forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things put on charity, 
which is the bond of perfectness” (Col. 3:12, 14, KJV). 
 
This is the full military dress of the “overcomer” (Rev. 3:21; 21:7).  
 
And while many have every intention of “flying away” out of tribulation, it 
should be noted that there is no armor for the backside.  
 
George Warnock said it like this: “God has provided armor for His people - not 
wings!”  There is, therefore, no provision for retreat.   
 
Jesus did not live a righteous life, die a horrible, bloody death and resurrect from 
the bowels of ruin just to see us timidly “escape” trouble when it comes; He has 
fully provided everything we need to “stand in the evil day” as overcomers 
(Eph. 6:10-18, KJV). 
 
In closing, let us read an excerpt from “The Day of the Lord” by George Warnock: 
 
“The day of darkness is the inevitable result of God's glory coming into the midst 
of His people.  And so of course there is tribulation, for the haters of truth will 
certainly rise up against the light.  There was no real reproof of sin in the earth 
until Jesus came on the scene.  But when He came as a Light into the world, the 
lovers of darkness grew more intensely hateful against Him whose very 
presence angered them.  Egypt never knew such darkness in her history as in 
the day of redemption for God's people.  And as that day drew nigh we are told:  
 
“‘There was a thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three days: they 
saw not one another, neither rose any from his place for three days: 
but all the children of Israel had light in their dwellings’ (Ex. 10:22, 
23). 
 
“And so, whenever the Lord would rise up on behalf of His people, and went 
before them against the enemy, there always seemed to be a blending of His 
glory with desolation and judgment: ‘A day of darkness and gloominess...’  
Why?  Because ‘the morning’ is ‘spread upon the mountains’ as God's 
‘great people’ align themselves for battle.  And ‘all faces gather 
blackness...’  Why?  Because ‘The earth shall quake before them; the 
heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon shall be dark, and the 
stars shall withdraw their shining: And the LORD shall utter His 
voice before His army; for His camp is very great: for He is strong 
that executeth His word...’ (See Joel 2:2-11)  It seems so unlike God; and it 
seems so unlike His people who walk in love and truth.  But what is it all about? 
Here is a people so disciplined by the Cross, and walking in such love and truth 
that they become a torment to those who walk in darkness.  Don't think for one 
moment that the reason we live in ease and contentment is because our society 
is a democratic one. It is rather BECAUSE WE LACK THE GLORY OF GOD 
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THAT TORMENTS THE WORKERS OF EVIL.  Our feeble marches and protests 
are just accepted by the masses as the democratic right of the people.  But in 
that day there will be open persecution.  And God's judgments will fall as the 
sharp sword of the Word goes forth from hearts that have known rejection, 
humiliation, weakness, and poverty of spirit. 
 
“There is no darkness or evil in God.  But when light is rejected, there is 
darkness.  When love is rejected, there is hate.  When peace is rejected (the 
Prince of Peace), there is war. 
 
“We read in the scriptures how the sun will be turned into blackness, and moon 
into blood.  It is because God has arisen out of His holy habitation (the Church) 
to judge the world for their iniquity: 
 
“‘The sun and the moon shall be darkened; and the stars shall 
withdraw their shining. The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and 
utter His voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall 
shake’ (Joel 3:15-16).  Paul tells us that the heaven-quakes and the earth-
quakes signify that God is shaking everything that can be shaken, so that the 
things which cannot be shaken may remain, steadfast and sure (See Heb. 12:27-
28).”  
 
[If you wish to contact Mr. George Warnock, you can do so by writing to him at 
P.O. Box 652, Cranbrook, BC, V1C 4J2, Canada] 
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PART VI 

 
ZEPHANIAH’S INSIGHT 

 
Many of the Old Testament prophets were given comprehensive revelation into 
the Day of the Lord; like a diamond, each and every facet of God’s Day was 
disclosed through a different prophet so that when each part was joined to the 
rest, the whole would be seen. 
 
The book of Zephaniah is one prophecy that contains a great deal of insight (Even 
though it is but one facet of the diamond.).  And while we could dissect all three 
chapters, we are, however, going to take a close, verse-by-verse look at chapter 
one (We hope to dissect chapters two and three at a later date.). 
 
Take Note - Each verse is preceded by the verse number.  Also, within each verse, 
you will see that I have included - within the brackets - some word studies along 
with a few “tid-bits;” plus, I have added several additional thoughts in between 
each verse. 
 
And while I know that this may be hard for some to read, since it is an extended, 
concentrated exegesis of a very austere passage, I implore you:  
 
Please take your time and prayerfully study each and every stanza until you 
personally “get it” for yourself.   
 
As we bury our faces in the perfect Word of Life, energized by the same Spirit 
Who wrote each word, let us remember that this is “a matter of the heart,” not 
the head.  It is not by believing “in our minds” but by believing “in our hearts” 
that results in “righteousness.”  It is very easy to “know” the “material,” but if we 
do not “see” the Lord and His intentions in what He is saying to us, we will not 
“see” what is “in His heart.” 
 
So take it slowly and try not to be in a hurry.   
 
God gave Zephaniah numerous revelations into His Day for the good of all those 
who would “hear and obey” its message.  Let us, therefore, cherish these truths 
with utmost passion. 
 
As you read through this systematic article, be mindful that the prophetic 
message was originally directed at Israel (a type of Body of Christ), not the world 
(the “unsaved”).  So remember, this word is for “the Body of Christ” to whom 
much has been given and of whom much is required. 
 
Now let us begin… 
 
Verse 1) The word of the Lord which came unto Zephaniah… 
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The name Zephaniah means “Jah has secreted” or “God has hidden.” 
 
What we are about to see is comprised of that which God has hidden from “the 
wise and the prudent” and revealed unto “babes” (Lk. 10:21, KJV).  The 
“brainy believers” and the “top-heavy theologians” will never grasp the heart 
and soul of Christ’s present activities in His Body and the earth.  Those who 
“know” the Lord - personally and experientially - will be able to “clearly discern” 
all that He is doing and will not kick against Him like the Pharisees and 
Sadducees who knew the Word of God but the God of the Word. 
 
The Day of the Lord is an enigma to “the natural mind” for “the natural man 
does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14, NKJV). 
 
“The spiritual mind,” on the other hand, is well able to discern “the word of 
the Lord” from “every other word” for it knows the “form” of the Lord - it 
knows “His sound” from “every other sound” (Num. 12:8; 1 Cor. 2:13).  Those 
who have cultivated “this mind”, which is “the mind of Christ,” know what the 
Spirit is saying to “His” Church (“His” Body) because they have a “hearing ear” 
and a “seeing eye” empowered by the simple faith of a little child (a babe).  
 
Verse 2) I will utterly consume [destroy, remove - Strong’s 622] all things 
everything - Strong’s 3605] from off the land [“Adam’s” whole world will be 
destroyed], saith the Lord.  
 
Everything in Adam’s “land” (in his world) will be “utterly” consumed.  And if 
you are wondering what “exactly” He means by “all things,” just read on. 
 
Adam’s self-serving, little world is about to be rocked.  Everything will change. 
 
Verse 3) I will consume [destroy, remove - Strong’s 622] man and beast 
[beastly, carnal Adam; see Strong’s 120 & Ps. 73:22; 135:8]; I will consume the 
fowls [the “foul” and lofty, high-flying thoughts] of the heaven [of man’s 
mind], and the fishes [the “fishy,” low-swimming motives and intentions] of 
the sea [of man’s “deep,” inward parts], and the stumbling blocks [those 
things that “block” us from the Lord or trip us up] with the wicked: and I will 
cut off man [Adam] from off the land [from everything he cherishes and 
possesses], saith the Lord.  
 
Everything within our soul - our mind, emotions and will - will be “called into 
question,” from the least (“the fishes of the sea”) to the greatest (“the fowls 
of the heaven”).  Every “beastly” root will be pulled up.  Every “fleshly” way 
will be challenged.  No stone (“stumbling block”) will be left unturned as His 
bright Light shines into every “nook-n-cranny” of our lives.  
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Verse 4) I will also stretch out [spread out, overthrow with - Strong’s 5186] 
mine hand [His (not man’s) five-fold ministry] upon Judah [praise - Strong’s 
3034; the praisers], and upon all the inhabitants [members or parts] of 
Jerusalem [House of Peace - Strong’s 3389; His Church]; and I will cut off 
the remnant [“little foxes”] of Baal [religious and political confusion] from 
this place [His Church], and the name [nature or essence] of the 
Chemarims [false gods – Strong’s 3649] with the priests [the preachers];  
 
The Lord - in His day - is purging His Church (“Judah” and “Jerusalem”) with 
“His” outstretched “hand” - “His” apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and 
teachers (Eph. 4:11-16); however, these, His servants, are not to be confused with 
the multitudes of would-be “five-folders” who simply hold a “title” without the 
Substance and Life of Christ Himself. 
 
And what will He purge out? The subtleties (“the remnant”) of religious-
political confusion and the root of idolatry (“Chemarims”) with those 
(“priests”) who “foster” such evils. 
 
Every area of our praise (“Judah”) will be refined, and… 
 
Every square inch of His House (“Jerusalem,” His Church) will be swept clean. 
 
But that is not all… 
 
Verse 5) And [“I will cut off”] them that worship [reverence, bow down in 
homage to - Strong’s 7812] the host of heaven upon the housetops [(by 
analogy) upon the alter - Strong’s 1406]; and them that worship and that 
swear by the Lord, and that swear by Malcham [Molech, a false god - 
Strong’s 4445];  
 
Again, God is dealing with “our mixture.”  It is clear that God will not tolerate 
mixed “worship,” nor will He accept a muddied covenant (“swear”).  If we 
worship Him “and” our other false gods (i.e. “the host of heaven”), He will 
“let us go.”  If we make an oath with Him “and” do the same with all of our other 
false gods, He will “cut” us off.  
 
From the very beginning, He has made Himself crystal clear: “You shall have 
no other gods before or besides Me” (Ex. 20:3, AMP).  In other words, the 
Lord must be Lord of all or He is not Lord at all.  He is either our “first” love, or 
He isn’t - there is no middle ground. 
 
If we put anyone or anything “before” Him, we are literally putting Him on “the 
back-burner” where is He “secondary” in our affections. 
 
If we put anyone or anything “beside” Him, we are really giving Him our 
“divided” attention.  In this place, He literally gets “half” of us as we are split 
down the middle between many lovers.  
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To the Lord, this is unacceptable.  He wants all or nothing at all.   
 
This is Who He is.  He is not like us - He gives all. 
 
But, again, the Lord is not done… 
 
Verse 6) And [“I will cut off”] them that are turned back [who flinched, 
backslid and turned away – Strong’s 5472] from the Lord; and those that 
have not sought [begged, required, searched for or strived after - Strong’s 
1245] the Lord, nor enquired [diligently required and searched - Strong’s 
1875] for Him. 
 
Now let’s read this verse from the Living Translation: “I will destroy those 
who formerly worshiped the Lord, but now no longer do, and those 
who never loved him and never wanted to.” 
 
Personally, this rendition of this verse really hits hard as it shows the severity of 
the Lord’s rejection by those who have left Him or “never loved Him.” 
 
I know this has already been addressed many times, but this is very serious… 
 
Those who worship the Lord “and” their other gods “too” will be destroyed in the 
Day of the Lord “if” they do not repent (change their minds and turn away from 
their present course of life). 
 
Our “love” and “worship” will be reduced to its most common denominator and 
judged for what it really is in “His” sight, not “ours.”  Those who “formerly” 
worshipped the Lord will be judged along with those who “never loved him 
and never wanted to;” every indication of “duality” will be pinpointed and 
dealt with.  
 
However, if our worship is pure, we will pass the test.  But do not presume to fool 
the Lord for He “…knoweth them that are His…” (2 Tim. 2:19, KJV).  He 
knows those who “belong” to Him and He knows those who have “turned back” 
(backslidden). 
 
And what will happen to those who “…have not sought the Lord, nor 
enquired for him?”  They will be “cut off.” 
 
Therefore, “Seek the Lord, all you humble of the land, you who do what 
he commands. Seek righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be 
sheltered on the Day of the Lord’s anger” (Zeph. 2:3, KJV; also look at Ps. 
32:6; 78:34; Hos. 10:12; Isa. 55:6; Amos 5:6).  (Remember, this was written to 
Israel, a type of the Church.) 
 
But “how” should we “seek the Lord?”  
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“…If…you seek the Lord your God, [then] you will find him IF you look 
for him with ALL your heart and with ALL your soul” (Deut. 4:29, KJV). 
 
Again, He wants “ALL” or nothing at all.  He wants our “whole” heart and not a 
part. 
 
Verse 7) Hold thy peace [hush, be still, keep silent - Strong’s 2013] at the 
presence [the face - Strong’s 6440] of the Lord God: for the Day of the 
Lord is at hand [it is nigh or near; it has approached - Strong’s 7138]: for the 
Lord hath prepared a sacrifice [offering, slaughter - Strong’s 2077], He 
hath bid [invited, cried out to - Strong’s 7121] his guests.  
 
In the midst of all this “righteous” judgment, we all have the tendency to make 
excuses or explain-away our shortcomings.  When the Lord puts His finger on our 
“faults,” with the intention of transforming our lives, we often get restless or 
mouthy; we “buck” Him, like a wild bull, in more ways than one.  Even so, in the 
face of this, the prophet says, “Hold thy peace.”  In His presence, in His day 
“before His face,” we would do well to “be still” and “quiet.”  Be quick to listen 
and slow to speak. 
 
Stop fighting the Lord. Just say, “yes” to His invitation.  He is calling you to come 
and partake of the spoils of His offering, His sacrifice on the Cross.  He is crying 
out to you.  Repent - change your mind.  The Day of the Lord has arrived and you 
are His guest.   
 
So honor your Host. 
 
Verse 8) And it shall come to pass in the day of the Lord’s sacrifice 
[slaughter, offering – Strong’s 2007], that I will punish the princes [the 
leaders], and the king’s children [those who are second in command], and 
all such as are clothed [wrapped – Strong’s 3847] with strange apparel. 
 
“…The day of the Lord’s sacrifice…” is the day of worship when He is 
worshipped as He “should be” worshipped.  In this day, He will continue to 
identify and clean out everything that is “strange” and “un-related” to Him. 
 
According to the Strong’s Concordance this “strange” apparel is literally 
“foreign, non-relative [un-related to the Lord], adulterous [un-faithful to the 
Lord], alien, outlandish, different” apparel (#5247).  
 
Compare this “strange apparel” with:  
 
* The vestments of Baal - 2 Kings 10:22 [Baal is the Babylonian god; Babylon 
speaks of religious-political confusion]; 
 
* The haughty apparel of the Daughters of Zion - Isa. 3:18-24; 
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* The wedding garment - Matt. 22:11-12; 
 
* The clothing (“enduing”) of power - Lk. 24:49; 
 
* The clothing of Christ - Gal. 4:27; 
 
* The clothing of immortality - 1 Cor. 15:54 & 2 Cor. 5:2-4; 
 
* The clothing of the Sun (direct light, direct revelation) - Rev. 12:1 
 
What are you wearing? 
 
Ephesians 4:22-24 (AMP) has some wisdom for us: “Strip yourselves of your 
former nature [put off and discard your old unrenewed self] which 
characterized your previous manner of life and becomes corrupt 
through lusts and desires that spring from delusion; and be 
constantly renewed in the spirit of your mind [having a fresh mental 
and spiritual attitude], and put on the new nature (the regenerate 
self) created in God's image, [Godlike] in true righteousness and 
holiness.”  
 
And what are some characteristics of the “former nature” that we are to “put 
off” and “discard”? 
 
Galatians 5:19-21 (KJV) outlines “the works of the flesh” - of the “old 
unrenewed self” - which flow from the unregenerate heart: 
 
1) “Adultery” - “Illicit connection with a married person” - Adam Clarke's 
Commentary.  “Voluntary sexual intercourse between a married man and 
someone other than his wife or between a married woman and someone other 
than her husband” (Webster’s Dictionary).  Unfaithfulness, falseness, treachery, 
disloyalty, infidelity, betrayal and “Apostasy.” 
 
2) “Fornication” - “Harlotry, prostitution, adultery, incest; figuratively, 
idolatry” - Strong’s 4202.  Webster’s defines “fornication” as “consensual sexual 
intercourse between two persons not married to each other.”  This sin, among 
many others, shouldn’t even be “named” among the saints as it is not becoming 
of them (Eph. 5:3).  According to Revelation 2:20-22 (AMP), “fornication” was 
and is one of Jezebel’s primary transgressions which she readily imparted (and 
presently imparts) to many of God’s very own servants – this kind of “spirit” (like 
every unclean spirit) should never be “tolerated.” 
 
3) “Uncleanness” - “Impurity (spiritually, physically or morally), foulness, 
lewdness” - Strong’s 167; “whatever is opposite to purity; probably meaning 
here, as in Romans 1:24 and 2 Corinthians 12:21, unnatural practices, sodomy, 
bestiality” - Adam Clarke's Commentary.  Webster’s defines “uncleanness” as 
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“moral or spiritual impurity.”  Anything that is related, in any way, to “all 
uncleanness” shouldn’t even be “named” among the saints (Eph. 5:3) - Study 
Matt. 23:27, Rom 1:24 and 1 Thess. 4:7. 
 
4) “Lasciviousness” - “Filthiness, wantonness” – Strong’s 766; 
“lawlessness” (Jude 4, AMP); “pernicious ways” (2 Peter 2:2, KJV); 
“whatever is contrary to chastity; all lewdness” - Adam Clarke's Commentary; 
there are four classes: “1) Sensuality; 2) Idolatry (1 Cor 8:7); 3) Malice, and, 4) 
Excesses (Winer)” - Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown; study Mk. 7:21-22.  
According to Webster’s Dictionary, “Lasciviousness” is “the quality or state of 
being obscene.” 
 
5) “Idolatry” - “Image-worship; service unto heathen, pagan idols (literally or 
figuratively)” - Strong’s 1495.  Colossians 3:5 (AMP) defines “idolatry” as 
“…sexual vice, impurity, sensual appetites, unholy desires, and all 
greed and covetousness…the deifying of self and other created things 
instead of God.”  In 1 Corinthians 10:14 (AMP), the apostle Paul said, 
“…My dearly beloved, shun (keep clear away from, avoid by flight if 
need be) any sort of idolatry (of loving or venerating anything more 
than God).” 
 
6) “Witchcraft” - “Magic, medication or drugs (a spell-giving drug, poison or 
potion), sorcery (literally or figuratively)” - Strong’s 5331; “a medicine, poison, 
magic potion) means, properly, the preparing and giving of medicine.  Then it 
means also poisoning, and also magic art, or enchantment; because in savage 
nations pharmacy or medicine consisted much in magical incantations.  Thence 
it means sorcery or enchantment, and it is so used uniformly in the New 
Testament.  It is used only in Gal 5:20; Rev 9:21; 18:23; 21:8” - Barnes’ Notes. 
Witchcraft can also be defined as “counterfeit spiritual authority; it is using an 
unholy spirit to dominate, manipulate or control others…Anything that we do 
through manipulation, hype or soul power, regardless of how noble or spiritual 
our goals are, is done in the counterfeit spiritual authority of witchcraft and is 
doomed to ultimate failure.” (Taken from “Overcoming Witchcraft” by Rick 
Joyner). 
 
7) “Hatred” - “Enmity, hostility; hatefulness; (passively, odious or actively) 
hostile” – Strong’s 2189; “aversions and antipathies, when opposed to brotherly 
love and kindness” - Adam Clarke's Commentary.  Webster’s defines “hatred” as 
“prejudiced hostility or animosity.” 
 
8) “Variance” - “Contention, strife, debate, wrangling, quarreling” - Strong’s 
2054; study 1 Cor. 1:11-13, 1 Cor. 3:3-4.  Those who are given to this wicked spirit 
are disagreeable, contrary, dissenting, deviant, discordant and inharmonious.  
 
9) “Emulations” - “Envying, malice, heat, to be hot, to boil, indignation, 
jealousy, zeal, fervent mind” - Strong’s 2205; “envies or emulations; that is strife 
to excel at the expense of another; lowering others to set up one's self; unholy 
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zeal, fervently adopting a bad cause, or supporting a good one by cruel means. 
Inquisitions, pretending to support true religion by torturing and burning alive 
those who both profess and practice it” - Adam Clarke's Commentary.  Those 
who are emulative endeavor, with great ambition, to equal or excel others (in 
achievement) to the point of envious rivalry. 
 
10) “Wrath” - “Passion (as if breathing hard), indignation, fierceness; to 
slaughter or kill; emotional explosions” - Strong’s 2372; “turbulent passions, 
disturbing the harmony of the mind, and producing domestic and civil broils 
and disquietudes” - Adam Clarke's Commentary. Webster’s Dictionary defines 
“wrath” as “strong vengeful anger or indignation.”  Study Eph. 4:31 and Col. 
3:8. 
 
11) “Strife” - “Contentions, intrigue, factions; to stimulate or provoke 
(especially to anger)” - Strong’s 2052; “disputations, janglings, logomachics, or 
strife about words” - Adam Clarke's Commentary; “factious practices, party 
spirit” - Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary.  Webster’s defines “strife” 
as a “bitter sometimes violent conflict or dissension” and an “exertion or 
contention for superiority.” The word “strife” is also synonymous with “discord, 
conflict and variance.” 
 
12) “Seditions” - “Dis-unions, dissensions, divisions; insurrections, 
uproarings, controversies” - Strong’s 1370 & 4714; “divisions into separate 
factions; parties, whether in the church or state” - Adam Clarke's Commentary; 
Study Rom. 16:17 and 1 Cor. 3:3. Webster’s defines “seditions” as an “incitement 
of, resistance to or insurrection against lawful authority.” 
 
13) “Heresies” - “To take for oneself, i.e. to prefer” - Strong’s 138; “properly, a 
choice, i.e. (specially) a party or (abstractly) disunion; heresy [which is the 
Greek word itself], sect” – Strong’s 139; “factions; parties in the church 
separating from communion with each other, and setting up altar against altar. 
The word, which is harmless in itself, is here used in a bad sense. Instead of 
haireseis (NT: 139) the Slavonic must have based its text on the Greek word 
skandala (NT: 4625), scandals offences or stumbling-blocks” - Adam Clarke's 
Commentary; “as to sacred things (note, 1 Cor 11:19); self-constituted parties 
[from haireo, to choose]. A schism is a recent split in a congregation, from a 
difference in opinion, Heresy is a schism become inveterate (Augustine)” - 
Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary. Look at 2 Pet. 2:1. Webster’s defines 
a “heresy” as an “adherence to a religious opinion contrary to church dogma.” 
 
14) “Envyings” - “Ill-will (as detraction), i.e. jealousy (spite)” – Strong’s 5355; 
“pain felt, and malignity conceived, at the sight of excellence or happiness. A 
passion the most base and the least curable of all that disgrace or degrade the 
fallen soul” - Adam Clarke's Commentary; Study Matt. 27:18, Mk. 15:10, Rom 
1:29, Gal 5:21, Phil 1:15, 1 Tim 6:4, Titus 3:3, James 4:5, 1 Peter 2:1.  According to 
Webster’s Dictionary “envy” is defined as “painful or resentful awareness of an 
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advantage enjoyed by another, joined with a desire to possess the same 
advantage.”  This wicked spirit is often accompanied by inward “malice.” 
 
15) “Murders” - “Murder signifies the destruction of human life; and as he who 
hates his brother in his heart is ready to take away his life, so he is called a 
murderer. After all the casuistry of man, it does not appear that the right of 
taking away a human life on any pretence, except for the crime of murder 
belongs to any but the Maker and Judge of all men” - Adam Clarke's 
Commentary.  Webster’s defines “murder” as “the crime of unlawfully killing a 
person especially with malice aforethought.”  Notice that “malice” often 
precedes “murder;” therefore, many of these aforementioned works of the flesh - 
“envyings,” “strife,” “wrath,” “variance” and “hatred” - can lead to murder if not 
checked and “put off” or “discarded” through the power of the Holy Spirit.  And 
let us also consider 1st John 3:15 (KJV) that says, “Whosoever hateth his 
brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life 
abiding in him.”  Furthermore, it must be said that a close reading of 1st John 
shows that the opposite of “hate” is “love” and there is not middle ground; one 
leads to “death,” while one leads to “life.”  Therefore, a choice must be made. 
 
16) “Drunkenness” - “Intoxication” - Strong’s 3178; “taking more wine or any 
kind of inebriating liquor than is necessary for health; whatever unfits for 
public, domestic, or spiritual duties; even the cares of the world, when they 
intoxicate the mind” - Adam Clarke's Commentary. 
  
17) “Revellings” - “Rioting, a carousal (as if letting loose); to lay outstretched” 
- Strong’s 2970; “lascivious feastings, with obscene songs, music, etc.” - Adam 
Clarke's Commentary.  Webster’s defines “revel” as “to take intense pleasure or 
satisfaction.” 
 
These works of the flesh are the natural (expected, normal, predictable) 
expressions of the “life” of the soul - the mind, emotions and will - of the old, 
carnal, fleshy nature of Adam. 
 
And yet “…they which do such things shall NOT inherit [obtain – Strong’s 
2816] the kingdom of God” for they are “strange” to Him.  
 
Selah - take some time, pause and think about this - this is important. 
 
Verse 9) In the same day [the Lord ’s day] also will I punish [visit and 
judge - Strong’s 6485] all those that leap on [or over] the threshold [(sneak 
in through) the window sill (to steal) – Strong’s 4670], which fill their 
masters’ houses with violence [injustice, unrighteousness, oppression, 
wrong-doing and maltreatment - Strong’s 2555] and deceit [fraud, treachery, 
falsehood, craftiness and delusions - Strong’s 4820]. 
 
Every form of unrighteousness will be punished despite our “sneaky masks.”  We 
can try to hide behind our interpretation of how “we think” things are but He 
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knows the truth and He is judging all things on the basis of “His Word” (not our 
“ideas” of what His Word says).  All our delusions will face His Truth and the line 
will be drawn as He lays out the “standard” of His Word. 
 
In John 10:1, Jesus spoke of those whom Zephaniah saw - who seek to “leap on 
(over) the threshold” - when He spoke of those who do not enter by the door 
into the sheepfold, but climb up “some other way;” these are those whom He 
called thieves, robbers and strangers (verse 5) who seek to fill the house of God 
with “violence” (injustice and unrighteousness) and “deceit” (delusions and 
falsehood).  This is a picture of the average church-going sinner (leadership and 
laity alike) who does not obey the voice of the Shepherd (verse 2-4). 
 
Verse 10) And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord, that 
there shall be the noise [voice or sound - Strong’s 6963] of a cry [shriek - 
Strong’s 6818; intercession] from the fish gate, and an howling [wailing - 
Strong’s 3213] from the second [“Second Quarter or Lower City”, Amp], and 
a great crashing [the sound of ruin, affliction and hurt - Strong’s 6776] from 
the hills. 
 
Using Moses’ Tabernacle as a model, we can clearly see three levels within this 
verse:  
 
I. “The Fish Gate” [evangelism (Matt. 4:19; Mk. 1:17; Jer. 16:14-16); the Outer 
Court];  
 
II. “The Second” [The “second” dimension of grace; the Holy Place], and;  
 
III. “The Hills” [Zion; the Most Holy Place]. 
 
So you see, “that day” (the great and terrible day of the Lord) will have an effect 
on the “whole house” of God.  No matter where you are on your spiritual journey, 
you will experience “the noise of a cry,” a “howling” or “a great crashing.”  
And take special notice of those who are in the holy hill of Zion (the Most Holy 
Place) - they will be hit the hardest, with a “great crashing” (Lk. 12:48). 
 
Verse 11) Howl [wail], ye inhabitants of Maktesh [Mortor; a hollow place 
or part (of the city) - Strong’s 4388], for all the merchant people [traffickers 
- Strong’s 3667] are cut down [utterly silenced]; all they that bear silver 
[redemption] are cut off [destroyed]. 
 
The name Maktesh speaks of “a hollow place”, an empty place where there is “no 
substance.”  Those who live in this place, have a “hole” in their heart.  Therefore, 
their only comfort is in their “stuff,” their merchandise.  And since this is their 
“god,” they rely heavily upon their “silver,” their “false” redemption, to take away 
their never-ending guilt and shame. This is “why” they “howl.” 
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These “hollow-hearted” folk are, most often, the religious masses who resemble 
“Martha;” these “null-n-void” believers are “cumbered about with much 
serving…careful and troubled about many things,” looking high-n-low for some 
way to “fill in the blank” (Lk. 10:38-42).  Sadly, “Martha” is filling “the city,” the 
organized church cause “Martha,” quite frankly, likes it when everything is 
“organized” (“programmed”) to her comfort. 
 
The name Maktesh also speaks of “a mortor” where herbs are crushed with a 
pestle.  
 
Proverbs 27:22 (KJV) speaks of this “crushing”: “Though thou shouldest 
bray a fool in a mortar among wheat with a pestle, yet will not his 
foolishness depart from him.”   
 
Those who live as fools in the “hollow place” should wail in agony for they will be 
ground to powder.  Yet even then, they will not depart from their “foolishness.”  
Their silliness is so embedded within them that it is almost impenetrable.    
Therefore, they are in “need” of something much more severe for the Lord loves 
them too much to let them go on in their foolishness. 
 
So what could be worse than a crushing?  Well, let us see… 
 
Verse 12) And it shall come to pass at that time, that I will search 
[diligently search - Strong’s 2664] Jerusalem with candles [lights, lamps, 
lanterns, burners - Strong’s 5216], and punish the men that are settled 
[congealed, curdled, contented, darkened, preserved; thickened (as unracked 
wine, curdled milk, clouded sky or frozen water - Strong’s 7087] on their lees 
[stagnant in spirit]: that say in their heart, The Lord will not do good, 
neither will he do evil. 
 
Those who are stagnant would do well to take heed of this; all care-less-ness and 
contentedness is unacceptable in the Day of the Lord.  “Woe to them that are 
at ease in Zion…” (Amos 6:1, KJV).  Woe to those who are “lukewarm” in 
“Laodicea” (Rev 3:14-22).  The Lord will take His time as He dissects every 
square inch of Jerusalem (His Church); He will search out every dark corner and 
crevice. 
 
This is very serious.  Be sure that you are not grafted to the couch of your own 
comfort, settled in the place of your own religious, self-serving appetites, filling 
your belly with the fat of your own pleasures.  
 
Concerning “ease,” Job had much to say:  
 
“I was at ease, but He [the Lord, in His love] hath broken me asunder: 
He [the Lord] hath also taken me by my neck [my will], and shaken me 
to pieces, and set me up for His mark” (Job 16:12, KJV).  
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I like those first five words, especially that fifth word, “I was at ease, but…” I 
don’t know about you but I like it when the Lord “buts in” and “deals” with “self” 
(forgive the pun). 
 
In addition, compare Job 16:12 with Jeremiah 48:11-12 (AMP):  
 
“Moab has been at ease from his youth, and he has settled on his lees 
[like wine] and has not been drawn off from one vessel to another 
[purified], neither has he gone into exile [the wilderness, the place of 
testing]. Therefore his taste remains in him, and his scent has not 
changed [he is the same as he was]. Therefore behold, the days are 
coming, says the Lord, when I shall send to [Moab] tilters [five-fold 
ministry, Eph 4:11-16] who shall tilt him up and shall empty his vessels 
and break his bottles (earthenware) in pieces.” 
 
God’s dealings with “ease” are certainly consistent; He never changes.  
 
It is God’s mercy that causes Him to work in our lives to break our lazy hearts.  It 
is His love that shakes us by the neck of our will.  Those who are spiritually 
mature understand that it is the Father’s “good pleasure” to bruise them (Isa. 
53:10); it is “Precious” in His sight (Ps. 116:15, KJV).  Therefore, they do not 
run from Him.  Rather they run to Him for His bruisings are for their good; to the 
spiritual mind, His judgments are a delight - His rod is a comfort (Ps. 23).  Like 
any “good” parent, He “spanks” His children because He loves them (Rev. 3:19). 
 
The Day of the Lord is the Day of His justice, where He personally brings all of 
“our” dis-orders into union with the righteousness of His perfect order. 
 
Let us be honest: “Our way” has crippled us in more ways then one, in even the 
smallest areas of our lives, and we know that we must be delivered from 
ourselves.  Sure, “our way” seems good (“like” God) at first, but in the end, it is 
the way of death (Prov. 14:12; 16:25).  In truth, we are not as smart or as strong as 
we think.  Therefore, our perception of the way things are and the way God sees 
them are two entirely different things; this is why we need His “adjustments.”   
 
Those who have set their “love” upon the will of God will seek His judgments in 
earnest prayer (Ps. 7:8; 26:1; 43:1; 50:3-6; 54:1; 75:7; 82:8; 94:2; 96:10-13; 
135:14). Like David, the sweet psalmist of Israel, their daily plea will be clear:  
 
“Judge me, O Lord my God, according to Thy righteousness…” (Ps. 
35:24, KJV).  Judgment according to “any other” righteousness simply will not 
do. 
 
As we progress into a deeper passion for “His judgments,” we will be freed from 
the bondage of “the opinions of men,” which are “shifting sands,” for we will 
experientially grow in our understanding of just how “right” (righteous) He is. 
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Nevertheless, those who “are” contented in their way and passive in their faith 
will be illuminated by the “Light” of the Truth of God’s Word; everything will be 
laid out before the One Who will “…bring to light the hidden things of 
darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts…” (1 Cor. 4:5, NKJV). 
Everything which has been said “…in the dark will be heard in the 
daylight…” and what has been “…whispered in the ear in the inner 
rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs” (Lk. 12:3, NIV).  
 
Every saint will be weighed in the balances and “when” they are found wanting 
(Dan. 5:27), He will bring them into sound discipline… 
 
Verse 13) Therefore their goods [riches, resources, virtue - Strong’s 2428] 
shall become a booty [plunder, spoil - Strong’s 4933], and their houses 
[households] a desolation: they shall also build houses, but not inhabit 
them; and they shall plant vineyards, but not drink the wine thereof. 
 
So what is the result of being “settled in complacency?”  What is the by-product 
of “contentedness”?  Verse thirteen tells us:  
 
Those woe are “settled on their lees” will never reap the benefits of all they 
have “planted” or “built;” it will be as if they never worked at all. 
 
So you see, the Day is coming and now is when the Lord will recompense “our 
own” way upon our heads “in the earth” (see Ps. 18:20; Prov. 11:31; 12:14; Isa. 
66:6; Jer. 25:14).  To the degree that we live for ourselves, passive and at ease, 
settled within the confines of our own world, He will make all our efforts 
fruitless; He will curse our harvest before we ever plant a seed. 
 
Note also that this “same” judgment was given in Deuteronomy 28:30 for those 
would “…not obey the voice of the Lord…to observe carefully ALL His 
commandments and…statutes” which He commanded them to heed (Deut 
28:15, NKJV).  
 
Obviously, there is much that can be said in favor of “obeying the voice of God.”  
 
If you wish to know the “blessings” of obedience you can find them by studying 
Deuteronomy 28:1-14.  
 
On the other hand, if you would like to know the “curses” for dis-obedience, just 
study Deuteronomy 28:15-68 [Note: There are almost four times as many 
“curses” for rebellion as there are “blessings” for submission - this is important to 
remember.].  
 
Yet still, Zephaniah’s prophecy continues… 
 
Verse 14) The great day of the Lord is near [nigh, at hand, has approached 
- Strong’s 7138], it is near, and hasteth [hurries, speedeth - Strong’s 4118] 
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greatly, even the voice [sound, noise, call, song, thundering, crying, 
proclamation - Strong’s 6963] of the day of the Lord: the mighty [valiant, 
strong, powerful, chief] man [the giant, champion, warrior, tyrant - Strong’s 
1368] shall cry there bitterly [angrily - Strong’s 4751]. 
 
The Lord’s Day “is here” - upon us - and so is His voice.  Even now, “The Lord 
roars from Zion and utters His voice from Jerusalem, and the 
heavens and the earth tremble…” (Joel 3:16, NASU).  Can you hear Him?  
What is He saying?  Are you trembling at His Word?  
 
If you are His sheep then you can hear His voice and follow Him. And you will 
follow Him to the degree that you know His voice. This basic to Christianity. 
 
At Mount Sinai, the “voice” of God shook the earth but now He has given a 
promise; if you are His sheep, then you can hear what He is saying:  
 
“Yet once more I will shake…not only the earth but also the [starry] 
heavens.”  On a personal, spiritual level, this shaking is imperative if we are to 
experience a “new heaven” and a “new earth” which speaks of a “new mind” 
and a “new body” (Rev. 21:1). 
 
But this expression, “‘yet once more,’ indicates the final removal and 
transformation of all [that can be] shaken - that is, of that which has 
been created - in order that what cannot be shaken may remain and 
continue. Let us therefore, receiving a kingdom that is firm and stable 
and cannot be shaken, offer to God pleasing service and acceptable 
worship, with modesty and pious care and godly fear and awe; for our 
God [is indeed] a consuming fire” (Heb. 12:26-29, AMP). 
 
Verse 15) That day [of the Lord] is a day of wrath [rage, anger, an outburst 
of passion – Strong’s 5678], a day of trouble [tribulation, affliction, tightness, 
adversity – Strong’s 6869] and distress [affliction, trouble, narrowness – 
Strong’s 4691], a day of wasteness [devastation, storms – Strong’s 7722] and 
desolation [ruin, waste – Strong’s 4875], a day of darkness [ignorance, 
wickedness, misery, sorrow, night, obscurity – Strong’s 2822] and gloominess 
[duskiness, darkness, misfortune – Strong’s 653], a day of clouds [thunder-
cloud, as covering the sky – Strong’s 6051] and thick darkness [gross darkness 
– Strong’s 6205], 
 
Again, as I stated earlier, the wrath of God is reserved for “the children of 
disobedience,” not the sons of obedience who are His true sheep and “the 
sons of God” (Rom. 8:14, 19; Eph. 5:6; Phil. 2:15; Col. 3:6; 1 Jn. 3:1-2). 
 
There is a place of divine immunity within the favor of God for those who “hear 
and obey” His Word from His mouth; when the winds come and the rain fall, 
they will be safe and sound (see Matt. 7:24-27). 
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Verse 16) [The Day of the Lord is] A day of the trumpet [curved horn, clear 
sound - Strong’s 7782] and alarm [a clamor, battle-cry, shouting - Strong’s 
8643] against the fenced [isolated, cut off, walled, inaccessible - Strong’s 1219] 
cities, and against the high [elevated, arrogant, proud, haughty - Strong’s 
1364] towers [bulwarks, chiefs, chieftains - Strong’s 6438]. 
 
The day of the Lord is the “day of the trumpet” of the clear expression of God’s 
Word (His will and intention). 
 
Those who have been “hiding” behind their “fences” (prejudices, fears, 
insecurities) and within their “high towers” (dwellings of pride, high-
mindedness, self-exaltation) will be overthrown by the “trumpet” and “alarm” 
of Joel 2:1 which will hasten the Army of God and “send” them (apostolically) to 
do His bidding. 
 
Verse 17) And I will bring distress [affliction, narrowness, vexation, cramps 
- Strong’s 6887] upon men [Adam - Strong’s 120], that they shall walk like 
blind men [who have had their eyes “put out” or live with a “film over their 
eyes” - Strong’s 5786], because they have sinned [offended, transgressed - 
Strong’s 2398] against the Lord: and their blood [“their life”; the “life” of 
their soul, their mind, will and emotions] shall be poured [gushed - Strong’s 
8210] out as dust [mud, earth, ashes, rubbish - Strong’s 6083], and their 
flesh as the dung [balls of dung - Strong’s 1561]. 
 
Adam’s “life” (the “life” of the flesh of the carnal man) will never survive the Day 
of the Lord.  His Light will blind their darkness and His Life will extinguish their 
death.   
 
Woe unto those who have sinned against the Lord, especially those who carry the 
title of “Christian” but do not bear the heart of Christ.  Their personal “blood” 
(life) and “flesh” (self) will be properly dealt with.  All of the “rubbish” which 
they have invested their lives in will be poured out like “ashes” from an urn.  
Their “flesh” will be seen for what it really is: “Balls of dung.” 
 
 
Verse 18) Neither their silver (“their idea” of redemption) nor their gold 
(“their idea” of Christ-likeness or the Divine nature) shall be able to deliver 
them in the day of the Lord’s wrath [outburst of passion (anger or rage) - 
Strong’s 5678]; but the whole land [“their” whole world] shall be devoured 
[burned up, consumed - Strong’s 398] by the fire of his jealousy [envy, zeal - 
Strong’s 6078]: for he shall make even a speedy riddance [a swift and 
complete end - Strong’s 3617] of all them that dwell in the land [who 
selfishly live in “their” own world]. 
 
He Whose very name is “Jealous” will devour, by His fire (Deut. 4:24; 9:3; Heb. 
12:29), those who have shared their love with “both” Him “and” all their false 
gods (i.e. mixed affections and dual loyalties). 



 The Day of the Lord - Parts I-VII - Page 42 of 49

 
Galatians 6:7-8 (AMP) gives us a solemn warning - let the reader take heed:  
 
“Do not be deceived and deluded and misled; God will not allow 
Himself to be sneered at (scorned, disdained, or mocked by mere 
pretensions or professions, or by His precepts being set aside.) [He 
inevitably deludes himself who attempts to delude God.] For whatever 
a man sows, that and that only is what he will reap. For he who sows 
to his own flesh (lower nature, sensuality) will from the flesh reap 
decay and ruin and destruction, but he who sows to the Spirit will 
from the Spirit reap…life.”   
 
In the final analysis, when the justice of God is fully present to make a speedy 
riddance of all unrighteousness, our false, religious ideas of the grace and mercy 
of God (the “gold” and “silver”) will not be “able to deliver” us in the day of 
the Lord’s wrath.  Our “American Gospel,” with its “greasy grace” and “sloppy 
agape,” will not save us when the Supreme Judge of all mankind stands to 
righteously pronounce His verdict over our lives. 
 
Even now, the Lord is setting His standard and enforcing it in His Body - 
Remember, judgment “begins” with the household of God (the “believers”).  He 
is now addressing every “believer,” on a personal level, with one intention: to 
bring them, through a forming process, into the exact likeness of His Son. This is 
His ultimate purpose and has been His singular intention since the beginning. 
 
Those who desire His will will not resist His dealings; in fact, they will seek them 
with all their heart, mind and strength for His will is their “meat.” They will cry, 
“Lord judge me; wash me; make me white as snow.” Out of humility, they will 
bow low before His greatness in thought, word and deed, fully distrusting 
themselves and trusting Him. With a broken and contrite heart, they will repent 
(change their mind and turn around) and God will favor them for He gives His 
grace to the humble.  
 
“The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth 
such as be of a contrite spirit” (Ps. 34:18, KJV). 
 
“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite, O 
God, thou wilt not despise” (Ps. 51:17, KJV). 
 
“For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose 
name is Holy; I dwell in the high and lofty place, with him also that is 
of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and 
to revive the heart of the contrite ones” (Isa. 57:15, KJV). 
 
The Lord says, “…To this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of 
a contrite spirit, and trembleth at My Word” (Isa. 66:2, KJV). 
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Therefore, “…Be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, 
and giveth grace to the humble” (1 Pet. 5:5, KJV). 
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PART VII 

 
PETER’S INSIGHT 

 
Second Peter 3:10-13 (KJV) contains a wealth of New Testament insight into the 
Day of the Lord.  
 
The following is a concentrated exegesis of this passage.  Please refrain from 
lightly skimming these four verses.  Prayerfully study and re-study each and every 
part until “the light bulb” comes on through the wisdom and revelation of the 
Holy Spirit in your heart. 
 
As you’ll notice, each verse is preceded by the verse number.  Within each verse, 
you will see brackets which contain the definitions of words and my objective 
insights.  In between each verse, you will also find further thoughts to “chew on.” 
 
Finally, as you study these fours verses, you will see a number of similarities 
between Peter’s insight and Zephaniah’s (see Part VI); these parallels, of course, 
are not a coincidence as the Lord did this on purpose. 
 
Now, let’s get started… 
 
Verse 10) But the day of the Lord will come as a thief [stealer - Strong’s 
2812] in the night; in the which the heavens [the abode of God - Strong’s 
3772] shall pass away [pass by, pass over, come near, approach, come forth - 
Strong’s 3928] with a great noise [crash - Strong’s 4500], and the elements 
[elementary, fundamental, rudimentary principles - Strong’s 4747] shall melt 
[be dissolved and destroyed - Strong’s 3089] with fervent heat, the earth 
[carnality] also and the works [of carnality] that are therein shall be 
burned up [wholly consumed - Strong’s 2618].  
 
Let’s break this verse down and look at through a microscope, shall we? 
 
“…The Day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night…” Therefore, it 
will not be an obvious, conspicuous event, nor will it come with “bells and 
whistles” as so many have said. Rather, like a well-trained “thief,” the Lord’s 
Day will make a silent, stealthy entrance, unbeknown to the five natural senses of 
natural men. 
 
Those who are “in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day” will be sensitive to the 
“coming” and “going” of the Lord (Rev. 1:10; 4:2, KJV). Like the “sons of 
Issachar,” they will have an “understanding of the times” and seasons they 
are in (1 Chron. 12:32, KJV). 
 
If you are “in the Spirit” - “in Christ” - then know that “…you are not in 
[given up to the power of] darkness, brethren, for that day to overtake 
you by surprise like a thief. For you are all sons of light and sons of 
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the day; we do not belong either to the night or to darkness. 
Accordingly then, let us not sleep, as the rest do, but let us keep wide 
awake (alert, watchful, cautious, and on our guard) and let us be 
sober (calm, collected, and circumspect)” (1 Thess. 5:4-6, AMP). 
 
Paul goes on to say in this same verse, 
 
“…The elements shall melt with fervent heat…” - The Greek word for 
“elements” is the same Greek word for “principles” in Hebrews 5:12 (KJV).  It 
can also be paralleled to mere “philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ” (Col. 2:8, 20, KJV).  The apostle Paul saw these “elements of the 
world” as being a yoke of “bondage” (Gal. 4:3, 9, KJV).  Oftentimes, these 
“elements” were presented as superior to faith in Christ.  
 
In the day of the Lord, Heaven comes near (approaches) with a great crash and 
melts every “element” (principle) that is not in “perfect” alignment with the 
principles of the Kingdom of God and His Christ.  Even the fruit (“the works 
that are therein”) of those worthless “elements” will be “wholly consumed.” 
 
Now, to the next verse, 
 
Verse 11) Seeing then that all these things [“…the elements…and the works 
that are therein…”] shall be dissolved [destroyed, broken up, melted, loosened 
- Strong’s # 3089], what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy 
conversation and godliness. 
 
The Holman Christian Standard Bible states verse eleven as, “Since all these 
things are to be destroyed in this way, [it is clear] what sort of people 
you should be in holy conduct and godliness.” 
 
The Amplified Bible says, “Since all these things are thus in the process of 
being dissolved, what kind of person ought [each of] you to be [in the 
meanwhile] in consecrated and holy behavior and devout and godly 
qualities.” 
 
Isn’t it interesting that the Amplified Bible says these things are “in the 
process” of being dissolved? This certainly is a presently-progressive operation 
of the Lord in His Day. 
 
But to answer Paul’s question - “…what manner of persons ought ye to be 
in all holy conversation and godliness” - obviously, it would be in our best 
interest to rid ourselves of everything that is not absolutely unified to the pure 
principles of the Kingdom of God as seen in His Holy Word.  Our “conversation” 
and “manner of life” should be “God-like,” not conformed to the “elements” of 
Babylon (religious-political systems) and Egypt (worldly systems).   
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As we progressively divorce (severe) ourselves from these “evils” we will find 
ourselves - more and more - “hastening” the appearing of the “Manifest 
Presence” of the Lord in our midst. 
 
Paul, the apostle, understood this principle as the next verse says… 
 
Verse 12) Looking for and hasting unto [speeding, urging - Strong’s 4692] 
the coming [parousia; nearness, presence - Strong’s 3952] of the Day of God, 
wherein the heavens [the abode of God - Strong’s 3772] being on fire shall 
be dissolved [destroyed, broken up, melted, loosened - Strong’s 3089], and 
the elements [fundamental, rudimentary principles - Strong’s 4747] shall 
melt [liquefy - Strong’s 5080] with fervent heat? 
 
Did you know that it is possible to “make the day come more quickly”? 
(NIRV).  Well, it is.  Therefore, it is also possible to “delay” it.  But how do we 
“hasten” the day?  We do so by judging and purifying ourselves, “even as He is 
pure” (1 Jn. 3:3, KJV; also look at Rev. 19:7).  Therefore, make the “choice” to 
“put away the [images of] strange gods that are among you, and 
purify yourselves…” (Gen. 35:2, AMP).   
 
As St. Francis de Sales once wrote, “Do not lose courage in considering your own 
imperfections, but instantly set about remedying them - every day begin the 
task anew.” 
 
Remember, it is your choice. 
 
Everything - from “the heavens” to “the elements” - will be set on fire 
through a baptism of fire and will “melt with fervent heat.” On the personal 
level, if we apply this to our individual lives today, we can see that everything 
within us - everything that we are and ever will be; “the heavens” (our spirit, 
“the abode of God”) and the “the elements” (our rudiments of our soul and 
body) - will be tested and purified by the fire of the Cross.  
 
Nothing will escape the Day of the Lord. 
 
Nevertheless, Paul leaves his readers with a “promise,” 
 
Verse 13) Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth, wherein [in which, in whom - Strong’s 1722] 
dwelleth [permanently resides - Strong’s 2730] righteousness [holiness, 
justice, innocence and justification in character like unto God - Strong’s 1343]. 
 
What is the result of the destruction in verses 11-12? What is the purpose? The 
purpose is the production of “new heavens and a new earth,” which is a 
“new mind” and a “new body.” 
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And “wherein” will “the new heavens and new earth” dwell?  The better question 
is “in whom” will they dwell?  “The new heavens and new earth” abide with those 
“in whom” dwelleth “righteousness,” in those who endure the fervent heat of 
verses 11-12.  
 
So the question is, 
 
Will you endure to the end? 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
This short essay, while it seems to be in-depth, is really very basic and hasn’t even 
scratched the surface of all that the Lord has said in His Word concerning His 
Day.  So much more could have been added, but the main points have been made 
nonetheless. 
 
The Day of the Lord is intense.  But don’t be offended by this; neither be offended 
by His methods, strange as they are to your natural mind.   
 
We must, above all things, “fix our eyes” on “His” purpose.  If you carefully re-
read this treatise, you will find His purpose interwoven through it all. 
 
Presently, Jesus is going throughout “His” temple (in His day) with “a scourge 
of small cords,” driving out “all” (not just some, but all) unrighteousness.  He 
is turning tables, driving out all filthiness - the stinky cattle of humanism and 
carnality.  He is thrusting out all but the “dove” of the Spirit (Jn. 2 and Mt. 21).  
He is preparing “one” who will become that which wholly pleases the Dove for 
there must be a people upon whom the Spirit can “descend” and “remain” 
(come “and” stay) (Jn. 1:32).  This is the “real” test of true and genuine 
“sonship;” is your life one in which He can “remain?”  Is your life “compatible” 
with His? Or is it, in any way, shape or form, unpleasant to His heart? 
 
The fire of God’s passion is His motivation as He gathers out “all things that 
offend” (Matt. 13:41, KJV).  He is dealing with every offensive part within “His” 
Body (He is the Head and he will not be joined (yoked) to a “sick” Body; it must 
be as holy as He is holy); He is putting out and cutting off everything that 
“offends” His eye (Matt 5:29-30).  Like a good parent, He is using His “rod” on 
those He loves (Prov. 10:13; 13:24; 22:15; 23:13-14; 26:3; 29:15). 
 
The Day of the Lord has many levels within it.  Each level has a door that leads to 
the next level.  Those who “overcome” will ascend to the degree that they 
overcome.  Many faint on the elementary levels while some go a little higher 
(Matt. 22:14).  The purpose of this “mountain” (Isa. 2:2-3) is to purify a Bride 
worthy of the Son, one who is “…without spot or wrinkle or any such 
things […holy and faultless]” before the Father of Lights (Eph 5:27, AMP). 
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Do you “love” the will of God? Is He your “first” love? If so, then you will not 
murmur and complain when He works His will “into” the fibers of your life. 
 
Many have and are now hiding themselves “…in the dens and in the rocks of 
the mountains…” (within the safety of “their” hiding places) and they are 
crying out “…to the mountains and rocks, ‘Fall on us, and hide us from 
the face [“Presence”] of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb’” (Rev 6:15-16, KJV).   
 
The Day of the Lord is too hot for the “multitudes” so they are seeking shelter, 
looking for “another way.”  The enthroned Manifest Presence (“face”) of the 
Lord is not their “cup of tea,” as it exposes every unholy way; so they are unhappy 
with the by-product of its reality.   
 
Others, on the other hand, are viewing His Day from His perspective; therefore, 
they are rejoicing in His Presence.  
 
If we, through revelation, see and know the Day that He has made, we too will be 
glad and not sad like those who are in darkness and death. 
 
Psalm 118:24, KJV: This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will 
rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
2 Peter 3:12, the Message: Daily expect the Day of God, eager for its 
arrival… 
 
The Day of the Lord was made and enacted by the Lord and it is presently at work 
because He is presently at work; in fact, He has never stopped working (Jn. 5:17).  
It may not be a day we particularly “like,” but that is our problem, not His.  
 
So, let us “be eager for its arrival” - daily. 
 
Let us rejoice and be glad “in it.” 
 

IN THE SPIRIT… 
 
It is imperative that we live “in the Spirit” on the Lord’s Day. Only then will we be 
sensitive to the Voice of the Lord which is “a great voice, as of a trumpet” 
(Rev. 1:10, KJV). Only then will we rejoice in HIS DAY. That is the only way we 
will survive and stay in unity with the Lord and His purposes in these days of 
shaking and judgment. 
 
In the Spirit… 
 
We HEAR “a great voice, as of a trumpet”; we behold the Throne set in 
Heaven and we see the One Who sits on it (Rev. 4:2). The hand of the Lord 
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carries us away to a great and high mountain and shows us His City (Ezek. 37:1; 
Rev. 17:3; 21:10); 
 
We are purposefully led, not knowing the things that shall befall us in the path of 
obedience (Acts 19:21; 20:22); 
 
We are Jews (“the circumcision”), both inwardly and of the heart because we 
worship Him in the Spirit – His Spirit is IN us and we are IN Him (Rom. 2:29; 
8:9; Phil 3:3); 
 
We speak mysteries (1 Cor. 14:2); 
 
We are made perfect (Gal; 3:3); we do not fulfill the lust of the flesh (Gal. 5:16); 
we live according to God (1 Pet. 4:6) 
 
We WALK in the Spirit – it BECOMES a lifestyle – the Word becomes flesh (Gal. 
5:25); 
 
We pray always with all prayer and supplication (Eph; 6:18). 
 
 


