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Jude 
A Prophetic Commentary  

For Our Times 
 

By Joel M. Killion 
 
 

Preface 
 
We are entering into greater and greater darkness, as well as 
greater and greater light, all at the same time, where it is 
becoming increasingly necessary for the children of God to walk 
with their Father in the eternal, uncompromised beauty of truth 
and holiness. 
 
What you are about to read is not for the faint of heart, nor is it 
for the spiritually complacent. If you seek only to hear what will 
tickle your ears, you may as well put this away.  
 
The book of Jude is a warning and a promise all at once: A 
warning to those who tolerate error and evil and a promise of 
blessing to those who discern it and cast it out. 
 
“The beginning of the age of the Church is described in the Acts 
of the Apostles. The end of the Church Age is set forth in the 
Epistle of Jude, which might well be called the Acts of the 
Apostates. The first book which can properly be said to contain 
Church history describes the deeds and teachings of men of God 
through whom Christ began to build His Church. The last epistle 
of the New Testament relates the deeds and teaching of evil men 
who will be living upon the earth as the history of the professing 
Church comes to an end. 
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“Jude is the only book in all God’s Word entirely devoted to the 
great apostasy which is to come upon Christendom before the 
Lord Jesus Christ returns. This brief message of twenty-five 
verses is the vestibule to the Revelation, introducing the Bible 
student to the apocalyptic judgments unfolded therein.” (Taken 
from “Jude – The Acts of the Apostates” by S. Maxwell Coder) 
 

 
Introduction to Jude’s Letter 

 
The Book of Jude is as endless as the Spirit Who inspired it. 
Therefore, my goal is not to exhaust its meaning and purpose. 
Rather, my aim is to extract the prophetic parallels between the 
essence of Jude’s message and the present state of Christendom. 
 
Despite it’s wealth of revelation and the amazing sweep of its 
subject matter, the Epistle of Jude has suffered remarkable 
neglect by Bible students and leaders alike. But those with a 
prophetic heart are beginning to revive its “straight-n-narrow” 
message. 
 
With that said, it is the responsibility of every generation to 
search out, through the insight of the Spirit of Prophecy, that 
which is relevant to its time. If we truly desire to please the Lord, 
we must be willing to be honest with ourselves as we measure 
ourselves by the standard of this timeless letter. 
 
 

Apostasy: The Issue at Hand 
 
Presently, in these last days of heightened apostasy – spiritual 
unfaithfulness (doubt) and disloyalty (infidelity) toward Christ – 
within the Church of Jesus Christ, Jude’s words are worth our 
attention.  
 
Our Lord asked a very important question in Luke 18:8 – 
“When the Son of man comes, will He find faith (those 
who are faithful & loyal to Him) on the earth?” And now the 
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Lord is again asking His people, “Where is your faith?” (Lk. 
8:25) and “Why do you not believe Me?” (Jn. 8:46). In other 
words, “Will you simply trust me? Will you remain true to Me?” 
 
In A.D. 68 the Jewish churches - which were dispersed during 
Nero’s Roman reign - began to be subtly infiltrated by false 
teachers who were spreading false doctrine that perverted God’s 
grace into license for sin. These false brethren successfully 
disguised themselves as true believers and managed to partake of 
the Lord’s Supper with the Body of Christ, thereby falling in with 
the rest of the Church.  
 
The apostle Paul knew this great “falling away” from Christ was 
poisoning the Church in his time, but he also foresaw a great 
apostasy yet to come in the last days (2 Thess. 2:3). He described 
it as a departure from the faith (1 Tim. 4:1), and an unwillingness 
to endure sound doctrine (2 Tim. 4:3).  
 
Hence, the reason for Jude’s message. 
 
“Through the apostle Peter, the Holy Spirit revealed that false 
teachers would some day appear and bring in ‘damnable 
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them’ (2 Pet. 2:1; 
3:3)” (S. Maxwell Coder). 
 
As Frank Viola so eloquently summarizes, “these false teachers 
(today) can be described as follows: 
 

• They are distorting the gospel by advocating sexual license 
under the banner of God’s grace. 

• They are “dreamers,” seeing visions that originate from 
themselves and not from the Lord. 

• They slander angels, which means they despise the Law of 
Moses that was delivered by angels. 

• They indulge their own needs when eating the Lord’s 
Supper. 
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• They are grumblers and malcontents, pursuing their own 
rather than God’s. 

• They are arrogant and use flattery to take advantage of 
God’s people. 

• They are scoffers, laughing at moral purity and Divine 
judgment. 

• They are devoid of the Spirit of God and provoke divisions 
in the church. 

 
“Jude possesses a copy of Peter’s second letter (probably given 
to him by Silas). In it, he sees the fulfillment of Peter’s prediction 
about the coming of false teachings coming to pass before his 
eyes. Jude…is burdened about this problem.” [See Frank Viola’s 
book, The Untold Story of the New Testament Church] 
 
Thus we see, again, the incredible need for Jude’s message in our 
time. In a day when error, hate, doubt and corruption run 
rampant, like a deadly virus, throughout Christ’s Body, we need 
to be reminded of the high calling of Christ unto Truth, Love, 
Faith and Holiness.  
 
 

Jude: Outlines to His Message 
 
Many have struggled with the problem of outlining the Epistle of 
Jude. Nevertheless, a careful, thorough study of its internal 
structure reveals a mathematical progression of truth that clearly 
shows the handiwork of the Spirit through Jude. 
 
Notice – “Jude begins with a salutation containing a threefold 
blessing; it ends with a doxology containing a statement of the 
threefold heritage of the Lord’s people. Salvation is mentioned 
in the third verse from the beginning and in the third verse from 
the end. We are exhorted to contend for the faith in verse 3, and 
to build ourselves up on our faith in verse 20. ‘Remember the 
Old Testament’ is the theme of verse 20; ‘remember the New 
Testament’ is the theme of verse 17. Such parallels of truth are 



Jude ~ a Prophetic Message ~ Page 5 of 90  

easily discovered as we move toward the heart of the epistle” 
(Taken from “Jude – the Acts of the Apostates” by S. Maxwell 
Coder). 
 
Here is the above described outline; as you can see, there is a 
clear pattern: 
 
Assurance for the Christian (vv. 1, 2) 
 The believer & the faith (v. 3) 
  Apostates described (v. 4) 
   Apostasy in Old Testament history (vv. 5-8) 
    Apostasy in the supernatural realm (vv. 9, 10) 
     An ancient trio of apostates (v. 11) 
    Apostasy in the natural realm (vv. 12, 13) 
   Apostasy in Old Testament prophecy (vv. 14-16) 
  Apostates described (vv. 17-19) 
 The believer & the faith (vv. 20-23) 
Assurance for the Christian (vv. 24-25) 

 
Also, here is another outline worth our careful consideration: 
 

The Danger – Exposing False Teachers (verses 1-16) 
The Duty – Responding to False Teachers (verses 17-25) 

 
A careful study of these outlines will help those who wish to catch 
a bird’s-eye-view of this intriguing prophetic message. 
 

 
Jude: His Name, His Nature 

 
Jude, who according to the original Greek is also called Judas or 
Judah which both mean “praise,” is a prophetic representation of 
a generation of worshippers who are arising in the earth at this 
present time in human history.  These “praisers” are the 
counter-balance of those who, like Judas Iscariot, are a praise 
that betrays Jesus. 
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S. Maxwell Coder adds, “On the very threshold of a book written 
about apostasy appears a name which brings to mind a traitor 
who stands forever as the worst apostate the world has ever 
known…Nevertheless, God was pleased to choose a man 
bearing this name as the writer of the treatise on apostasy…” 
 
Prophetically speaking, there is, arising in the earth today, a call 
to return to the Lord with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. 
An army of passionate lovers of Christ are heralding a pure 
message of holiness and faithfulness to the Lord. 
 
Jude is a vivid picture of the nature of such a generation. Like the 
Lord, their NAME – the essence of who they are – is “Jealous,” 
for they are jealous for Him with a jealous love (see Ex. 34:14; 
Deut. 4:24; 1 Kings 19:11; 2 Cor. 11:2).  
 
Like John the Baptizer, who compared himself to the Best Man 
(the dearest friend of the Bridegroom) who stands by and listens, 
with joy, to the voice of the Bridegroom, there is a Jude-
generation in the earth today that is being used to prepare a pure 
and spotless Bride for their Bridegroom King.  
 
John’s own disciples did not understand this. They saw “their 
ministry” as being in competition with Jesus. So they came to 
John and said, “Rabbi, you know the one [Jesus] who was 
with you on the other side of the Jordan? The one you 
authorized with your witness? Well, he's now 
competing with us. He's baptizing, too, and everyone's 
going to him instead of us.” (John 3:22-26, the Message) 
 
Again, they didn’t understand. But John’s answer has echoed 
throughout the ages as a reflection of what is in the heart of this 
Jude-like-generation: 
 
“It's not possible for a person to succeed…without 
heaven's help. You yourselves were there when I made 
it public that I was not the Messiah but simply the one 
sent ahead of him to get things ready. The one who gets 
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the bride is, by definition, the bridegroom. And the 
bridegroom's friend, his ‘best man’—that's me—in place 
at his side where he can hear every word, is genuinely 
happy. How could he be jealous when he knows that the 
wedding is finished and the marriage is off to a good 
start? That's why my cup is running over. This is the 
assigned moment for him to move into the center, while 
I slip off to the sidelines.” (John 3:27-30, Message) 
 
This is the heart of a true Jude, a true praiser, a true worshipper. 
There are many who look out for their own interests and not 
those of Jesus Christ (Philippians 2:21). But their will always be 
those who do not do their own will but will only do what they see 
their Father doing and will only speak what they hear Him 
saying. And from this place of whole-hearted devotion, they will 
show what true worship is all about by becoming a living 
worship, breathing worship to Him. 
 
 

The Prophetic Message 
 
Jude, which is made up of twenty-five verses, carries a sobering 
message for the end-time Body of Christ.  And though it is small 
is size, do not be fooled; it carries a weighty message for a light-
hearted and light-headed generation. 
 
After studying this letter, I have come to the conclusion that 
there is one message hidden deep within Jude’s words. The root 
of his heart-cry is crystal-clear: 
 
“Stay true to the Lord. Love Him passionately, with ALL your 
heart, ALL your soul, ALL your mind and ALL your strength. 
Do not allow anything or anyone to weaken or compromise 
your burning, fiery passion for Him. Trust Him. Obey Him 
earnestly. Forsake all and follow Him. Seek Him first. Love Him 
first. Follow Him wholeheartedly without fear or doubt. Know 
Him. And when error comes in, discern it quickly and intercept 
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it without hesitation so that nothing will hinder your life with 
your Lord.” 
 
Contrary to popular thought, this message is directed at the 
Church, not the sinner. He is addressing us, the beloved of God, 
warning, admonishing and comforting our hearts, preparing us 
for what is now, right “under our noses.” 
 

A Few Preliminaries to our Study 
 
Each verse contains brackets which contain word definitions 
according to the Strong’s Concordance. In between each verse, I 
have added a number of insights that Amplify and explain the 
heart of each stanza. 
 
Before you read on, I want to encourage you to stop and read 
Jude’s whole letter so that you get a bird’s-eye view of all that is 
on God’s heart in regards to its purpose. Then proceed to read 
this prophetic commentary.  I assure you that this will help you 
grasp, more fully, the spirit of this small but weighty book of the 
Bible. 
 
Also, as you read through this essay, pray with a vigilant heart 
and open mind. Be careful to meditate over each and every word 
and sentence. Do not hurry through this study, but be thoughtful 
and careful in your observation. This is a serious letter from a 
serious man who is speaking with a sober tone in a serious time. 

 
As we move forward in this prophetic letter, we will see the love, 
passion and holy hatred that possessed Jude as he penned every 
word. He saw the futilities of the Church of his day and so, under 
the inspiration of the Spirit, he started writing… 
 
 
VERSE 1) Jude, the servant [bondservant and slave, Strong’s 
# 1401] of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them 
that are sanctified [(agapao) beloved, much loved, doted-
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over, Strong’s # 25] by God the Father, and preserved 
[guarded, kept, watched over, maintained, detained, withheld, 
reserved, fortified, Strong’s # 5083] in Jesus Christ, and 
called [invited, summoned, Strong’s # 2822]. 
  
From the very beginning of his letter, Jude makes it very clear 
that He is a servant - “the servant of Jesus Christ.” To him, 
this is a “title” worthy of honor and glory. As you may have 
noticed, he didn’t preface his name with “Doctor,” “Apostle,” 
“Prophet,” “Reverend,” “Pastor,” “Bishop” or “Elder,” or any 
such thing, though he may have been religiously justified in 
doing so on several counts. Jude didn’t boast in a title or 
position. Rather, he saw himself as and called himself a 
“servant.”  
 
Jude was Jesus’ half-brother, the son of Joseph and Mary; 
therefore, he could have easily prefaced his letter with “Jude the 
brother of Jesus,” in order to gain popularity and credibility with 
his readers, but he didn’t. Though he passed through the same 
birth canal as Jesus, He never once “pulled that card;” he waived 
all rights to be trusted because of who was “after the flesh” but 
gloried in being the “servant” of the Lord (see 2 Cor. 5:16). 
Rather than pulling out his “impressive resume” of religious 
credentials and references, He was content to be labeled a 
servant. 
 
“Before identifying himself in earthly relationships, Jude sets 
forth his heavenly relationship. He was a ‘servant of Jesus 
Christ,’ which means literally he was Christ’s bondslave. Here is 
supplied the true key to the understanding of an amazing book. 
Unless we too put our blessed Lord first, making His absolute 
Lord of our lives, we shall find little profit in the study of this 
epistle of a man who did give Christ the pre-eminence. Unless 
we count ourselves also bondslaves of Jesus Christ, much of the 
Word of God will be obscure and uninteresting to us.” (S. 
Maxwell Coder) 
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Though Jude was naturally related, as a blood-brother to Jesus, 
he never once mentions his natural kinship to Jesus. He was 
simply a “servant of Jesus Christ.” 
 
Therefore, as Matthew Henry’s Commentary so eloquently states, 
“Away then with all pretensions in the ministers of Christ to 
lordly dominion either over one another or over the flocks 
committed to their charge.” 
  
This kind of virtue, in being content to simply be the Lord’s 
servant, is worthy of eternal merit. Let us follow Him in this 
brand of humility. 
 
As we move on, it is very important to take note of Jude’s 
audience. Who is he writing to? Who is he talking to? This is very 
important! 
 
Jude is writing to the whole Body of Christ – both the new-born 
babes in Christ and the mature. Note: He is not addressing the 
sinner or the unsaved.  
 
Therefore, it is to God’s Beloved that Jude proceeds to write…  
 
 
VERSE 2) Mercy [tender mercy, active compassion, Strong’s # 
1656] unto you, and peace [rest and quietness, Strong’s # 
1515], and love [charity and affection, Strong’s # 26], be 
multiplied [increased unto abundance, Strong’s # 4129]. 
 
This is Jude’s prayer for those who love the Lord for he knows 
they will need it in the light of what they are about read. 
 
Concerning this verse Mr. Coder adds, “There is an upward look 
in the word mercy, an inward look in the word peace, an 
outward look in the word love. These three relate us properly to 
God, to our own inner being, to our brethren around us. When 
they are multiplied, and only then, will we be able to cope with 
the great apostasy.” 
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Jude goes on to write (Remember, take your time as you read 
these words)… 
 
 
VERSE 3) Beloved, when I gave all diligence [eagerness, 
carefulness, business, speed and haste, Strong’s # 4710] to 
write unto you of the common [unholy, profane, defiled, 
unclean and (literally) ordinary, Strong’s # 2839] salvation 
(deliverance, Strong’s # 4991), it was needful [necessary, 
Strong’s # 318] for me to write [describe, Strong’s # 1125] 
unto you, and exhort [implore, beseech, entreat, console and 
pray, Strong’s # 3870] you that ye should earnestly 
contend [struggle, strive & fight (till the last drop of blood) 
Strong’s # 1864] for the faith [assurance, persuasion, belief, 
Strong’s # 4102] which was once delivered [given over, 
surrendered, entrusted, transmitted, committed, Strong’s # 
3860] unto the saints [those who are consecrated as holy and 
sacred unto the Lord alone, Strong’s # 40]. 
 
Clearly, Jude possessed insight into things that many did not – 
and still don’t. He knew the vast difference between the 
“common salvation” and “the faith.” And like a good Zadok 
priest, he worked “diligently” (carefully) to teach “the Beloved” 
how to discern “the difference between the holy and the 
profane” (Ezek. 44:23, KJV). This kind and quality of wisdom – 
the ability to tell differences – is desperately needed today. 
 
This is one of the many purposes of this letter: to warn those who 
are “set apart” unto “the faith” concerning a false, counterfeit 
salvation that “looks,” “smells,” “sounds,” “feels” and “tastes,” 
like the “genuine article” but is, in fact, not at all related to the 
Lord’s heart or mind.  
 
Let’s take careful notice of Jude’s violent hatred against this 
“common” salvation. As you will see, he was angry but he did 
not sin (Eph. 4:26). And it was this righteous anger that fueled 
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his valiant contention against the enemies of “the faith” of 
Christ.  
 
Jude’s love for the Lord and His flock was more powerful than 
his need to be “politically-correct.” His zeal for Truth 
outweighed his fear of man. And since he knew that he could not 
act alone, he called on the saints to fight for the faith, with him, 
till the last drop of blood. 
 
In Hebrews 10:28-29 (Amplified), the writer makes a profound 
statement: 
 
“Any person who has violated and [thus] rejected and 
set at naught the Law of Moses is put to death without 
pity or mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 
How much worse (sterner and heavier) punishment do 
you suppose he will be judged to deserve who has 
spurned and [thus] trampled underfoot the Son of God, 
and who has considered the covenant blood by which he 
was consecrated common and unhallowed [a common, 
defiled, unclean and profane thing, Strong’s # 2839], thus 
profaning it and insulting and outraging the [Holy] 
Spirit [Who imparts] grace (the unmerited favor and 
blessing of God)?” 
 
This same kind of disrespect toward the Lord exists today and 
comprises the majority of Christianity, for the “Son of God” 
has been “trodden under foot,” His blood has been counted 
“an unholy thing” and “the Spirit of Grace” has been 
despised. And for this, there is a “sorer punishment.” 
 
Yet some may ask - But how have these things been done? How 
has the Son of God been “trodden under foot”? How has His 
blood been counted as “an unholy thing”? And how has the 
Spirit of Grace been dis-graced? The answers to these questions 
lay in the rest of Jude’s letter. Read on. 
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In the meantime, we would do well to examine (judge, test and 
prove) ourselves to see whether we are, in fact, in “the faith,” in 
Him (2 Cor. 13:5). For we all know (or, at least, I hope we all 
know by an ever-increasing and intimate experience) that He 
dwells in us; and yet, many do not dwell in Him and there is a 
difference. Again, it is wisdom to make this distinction.  
 
Christ’s presence in us is unconditional because He said He 
would never leave us, nor forsake us. But our presence in Christ 
is dependent upon our compliance with His conditions, which 
Jude is about to share in the rest of his letter.  
 
Nevertheless, in the light of Jude’s prophetic message, he is 
bringing a sober warning to us, the “beloved” of God, concerning 
a false-faith within the Church that appears genuine.  
 
We could call it a false-face-faith because it carries a form of 
godliness that denies His power (2 Tim. 3:5).  
 
In the next verse, Jude goes on to speak, in detail, of those who 
are the petty-peddling-pushers of this “common (unholy, 
profane) salvation”… 
 
 
VERSE 4) For there are certain men crept in unawares 
[settled in alongside, stealthily lodged in, who come in 
unobserved, Strong’s # 3921], who were before of old [in 
time past, formerly, Strong’s # 3819] ordained [prescribed, set 
aside, Strong’s # 4270] to this condemnation [decision of 
judgment and damnation, Strong’s # 2917], ungodly [wicked, 
irreverent, impious, Strong’s # 765] men, turning [changing, 
exchanging and perverting, Strong’s # 3346] the grace [favor, 
gratitude, acceptance, pleasure and joy, Strong’s # 5485] of our 
God into lasciviousness [filthiness, wantonness, Strong’s # 
766], and denying [refusing] the only Lord God, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Now, let’s read this same verse in five different 
translations/paraphrases. 
 
[Remember, take your time as you prayerfully think over each 
and every verse. Don’t be in a hurry. Discipline your mind. The 
Lord wants to say something to us. It’s important that we get 
this.] 
 
The Amplified: “For certain men have crept in stealthily 
[gaining entrance secretly by a side door]. Their doom 
was predicted long ago, ungodly (impious, profane) 
persons who pervert the grace (the spiritual blessing 
and favor) of our God into lawlessness and wantonness 
and immorality, and disown and deny our sole Master 
and Lord, Jesus Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed 
one).” 
 
The Message Bible: “What has happened is that some 
people have infiltrated our ranks (our Scriptures 
warned us this would happen), who beneath their pious 
skin are shameless scoundrels. Their design is to 
replace the sheer grace of our God with sheer 
license…doing away with Jesus Christ, our one and only 
Master.” 
 
The New International Version: “For certain men whose 
condemnation was written about long ago have secretly 
slipped in among you. They are godless men, who 
change the grace of our God into a license for 
immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign 
and Lord.” 
 
The New Living Translation: “…Some godless people have 
wormed their way in among you, saying that God's 
forgiveness allows us to live immoral lives. The fate of 
such people was determined long ago, for they have 
turned against our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.” 
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The Wuest Translation: “…Certain men entered in 
surreptitiously who were of old predicted with 
reference to this judgment, men destitute of reverential 
awe towards God, perverting the grace of our God into 
moral anarchy and lack of self-restraint, and denying 
the only absolute Master…Jesus Christ.” 
 
This verse lays a simple groundwork for the definition of the 
nature of those who are apostate: 
 

1) They are ungodly and irreverent – “We must not think of 
open immorality or other wickedness as necessarily a 
characteristic of apostasy, but rather a lack of what is 
called repeatedly in the Old Testament, ‘the fear of God,’ 
that reverential awe of Him which leads to implicit 
obedience to His revealed will…an ungodly man, such as 
Jude describes in this graphic word-picture, may be a 
good man in the eyes of other men. He may not be 
iniquitous, criminal, or depraved…Jude is not speaking of 
outward appearances, but the heart (1 Sam. 16:7). When 
the heart does not accept all of the Word as given by the 
Lord, the Holy Spirit labels that heart ‘ungodly’…No 
matter how gifted and persuasive a religious leader may 
be, we must recognize him as a living example of apostasy, 
an ungodly man, if he lacks that reverential awe for the 
God of the Word, and for the Word of God, which has 
marked the true Church throughout its history” (E. 
Maxwell Coder); 

 
2) They pervert the grace of our God into lasciviousness – 

“One of [the] earmarks [of lasciviousness] is exhibited 
when a professing Christian thinks he may do as he 
pleases, go where he pleases, indulge fleshly desires freely, 
surrender to evil tendencies. Theologians apply the name 
‘antinomianism’ to this phenomenon of lawlessness” (E. 
Maxwell Coder); and… 
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3) They deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ – This 
speaks of rebellion against the leadership of Christ as our 
Head. Like rebellious cells within a natural body, those who 
deny Him become rebellious, cancerous cells within the 
Body of Christ, no matter how small the cell (rebellion) is. 
Every denial of His will and way within our lives–big and 
small alike–is still a denial of His Mastery over our lives. 

 
At this point, Jude is beginning to identify… 
 

• “Who” these “profane preachers” and “brethren” are - they 
are “certain…ungodly men”,  

• “How” they have gained entrance into the church - they 
have stealthily “crept in unawares”,  

• “How long” they’ve been around - “before of old” - and, 

• “What” they are accomplishing - “turning the grace of 
our God into lasciviousness and denying the only 
Lord”. 

 
Those who turn the “sheer grace” of God into 
“lasciviousness” - who misuse it as “sheer license” for 
lawlessness - do “despite unto the Spirit of grace,” thereby 
frustrating His grace (see Heb. 10:29 and Gal. 2:21). To them, 
“the grace of God” – His love for them – gives them 
permission to do whatever pleases them, even if it is “filthy.” 
They say “God's forgiveness allows us to live immoral 
lives.” But in all of this, they have shown themselves to be those 
who are “denying (refusing) the only Lord God, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ,” the One Who bought them. [For further 
study, look at Rom. 6:1-2; Gal. 5:13; Titus 2:1 and 2 Pet. 2:1.] 
 
These are the apostates within the Church of Jesus Christ. 
 
Obviously, Jude is not mincing words; He’s not holding back.  
 
This is very serious.  
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There are some who no longer see “right and wrong.” These 
“shameless scoundrels” have, in one way or another, denied 
“our only Master.” They have invented a perverted grace that 
authorizes them to live as “they please” (in wantonness) without 
“reverential awe toward God.” Moral values mean little-to-
nothing to these “unrestrained believers,” who, according to 
Jude, are “in our very midst,” within the Body of Christ, 
spreading their poison like cancerous cells within our members, 
“sowing tares among the wheat” (Matt. 13:25, KJV). 
 
But remember, Jude is not speaking of legalistic holiness – as in 
“do’s and don’ts”; rather he is speaking of a passionate love for 
the Lord Himself that runs so deep that those who have it would 
cringe at the very thought of saying or doing anything that would 
vex, grieve or offend Him and thus separate them from the One 
they love (See Phil. 2:12 and Heb. 5:17 in the Amplified Bible).  
 
This quality of “reverential awe toward God” is, at best, 
foreign to those who are, as Jude puts it, false brethren. These 
“ungodly persons” can be seen, wiggling their way into the early 
church (as seen in the following verses). They do not care about 
pleasing God or offending Him; their indifference is simply the 
fruit of selfishness. 
 
In Acts 15:24 (Amp) we find an excerpt from a letter that was 
sent by the Jerusalem Church to the Gentile believers in Antioch, 
Syria and Cilicia that said, “…We have heard that some 
persons from our number [some so-called “Christians” from 
our church] have disturbed you with their teaching, 
unsettling your minds and  throwing you into 
confusion.” [The above statement in brackets is mine.] 
 
Ephesians 4:14 (AMP) speaks of “the cunning and 
cleverness of unscrupulous men, [gamblers engaged] in 
every shifting form of trickery in inventing errors to 
mislead.” 
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Second Timothy 3:6 (AMP) speaks of “those who worm their 
way into homes and captivate silly and weak-natured 
and spiritually dwarfed women [this can speak of the “soul” 
of man], loaded down with [the burden of their] sins 
[and easily] swayed and led away by various evil desires 
and seductive impulses.” [The above statement in brackets 
are mine.] 
 
In Second Peter 2:1 (AMP), Peter prophetically warns that 
“there will be false teachers among yourselves, who will 
subtly and stealthily introduce heretical doctrines 
(destructive heresies), even denying and disowning the 
Master Who bought them, bringing upon themselves 
swift destruction.” 
 
“False teachers are among us. They have brought in ‘damnable 
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them.’ Many now 
follow their pernicious ways. By reason of them, the way of 
truth is evil spoken of.” (E. Maxwell Coder) 
 
Most of the time, these “false brothers” and “false teachers” have 
no idea what they’re doing. They honestly have good intentions 
as they really believe they are doing the Lord’s work. However, 
this does not negate the vital need, within the Body of Christ, for 
true and genuine discernment so that these “false teachers” and 
the doctrines they peddle can be quickly perceived and purged. 
 
Jude goes on to clarify the purpose of these “unscrupulous 
disturbers,” using three examples; their influence can be clearly 
seen in:  
 

1. The destruction of unbelieving Israel - verse 5;  
2. The everlasting punishment of those angels who forsook 

Him - verse 6; and… 
3. The fornication of Sodom and Gomorrah - verse 7. 

 
Jude writes… 
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VERSE 5) I will therefore put you in remembrance, 
though ye once knew [understood, Strong’s # 1492] this, 
how that the Lord, having saved [healed, delivered and 
preserved, Strong’s # 4982] the people out of the land of 
Egypt, afterward destroyed [fully killed and marred, Strong’s 
# 622] them that believed not [did not commit to or have 
faith and trust in the Lord, Strong’s # 4100]. 
 
Let’s read this again in the Amplified: “Now I want to remind 
you, though you were fully informed once for all, that 
though the Lord [at one time] delivered a people out of 
the land of Egypt, He subsequently destroyed those [of 
them] who did not believe [who refused to adhere to, 
trust in, and rely upon Him].” 
 
The New Living Translation says, “I must remind you - and 
you know it well - that even though the Lord rescued the 
whole nation of Israel from Egypt, he later destroyed 
every one of those who did not remain faithful.” 
 
Notice, Jude is using Israel as an “example” (Rom. 15:4; 1 Cor. 
10:6, 11) to remind “the beloved of God” of an important point:  
 
That the Israelites, who were saved (“born again”) out of Egypt 
(the “World System”), were not exempt from “destruction;” 
those who were not “faithful” - full of faith - toward the Lord, 
were laid to a permanent rest through death (see Num. 14:22-37; 
Ps. 106:24-26). 
 
But why did Jude, through the Holy Spirit, write to remind us of 
these issues? Because “a continuous decay of our knowledge 
demands that we be reminded of them in view of the coming 
apostasy into the professing Church” (S. Maxwell Coder). 
 
Jude is speaking to His readers concerning “salvation” (i.e. “the 
Lord rescued…Israel from Egypt”) and assuring them that 
their being “born again” does not make them exempt from being 
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“destroyed.” Obviously, once Israel was “saved,” they weren’t 
“always” saved; there were conditions – namely faith and 
obedience. 
 
This may seem extreme to those who have diluted the grace of 
God into what doesn’t resemble His heart, but let’s remember, 
the Lord is both kind and severe all the time even though many 
only see His kindness. In the final analysis, the Lord will deal 
with all men, in every area of life, according to the righteousness 
of Who He really is, apart from what and who we think and say 
He is. 
 
When Jude speaks of the unbelief of Israel, what is he referring 
to? Was it not in that Israel “…refused to adhere to, trust in, 
and rely upon Him…” as their Great Shepherd (Ps. 80:1).  
 
“It is one thing to believe and be saved; it is something else to 
enter the land of promise afterward through believing what 
God’s Word says to those who are under the blood. Some know 
Jesus as Savior who do not know Him as Lord” (S. Maxwell 
Coder). 
 
Believe it or not, it is possible to “fall away” from the Lord. As 
the apostle said, “…Let him that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12; see also 2 Pet. 3:17). Those who 
“think they stand” are those who believe they cannot “fall away.”  
 
According to Jude, this is worthy of a strict warning. 
 
Jude goes on to say… 
 
 
VERSE 6) And the angels [messengers (ministers) Strong’s # 
32] which kept [held, guarded, reserved, Strong’s # 5083] not 
their first estate [their beginning, their power, their chief 
estate, position, rank or order, Strong’s # 746], but left 
[forsook, Strong’s # 620] their own habitation [house, 
residence, dwelling, Strong’s # 3613], he hath reserved [held, 
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kept, Strong’s # 5083] in everlasting chains [shackles, bands, 
strings, bonds, Strong’s # 1199] under darkness [mist, 
blackness, Strong’s # 2217] unto the judgment [tribunal, 
accusation, condemnation, damnation, justice (Greek word 
krisis; compare to crisis) Strong’s # 2920] of the great [big, 
large, fearful and dreadful, Strong’s # 3173] day. 
 
The Amplified Bible says, “And angels who did not keep 
(care for, guard, and hold to) their own first place of 
power but abandoned their proper dwelling place - 
these He has reserved in custody in eternal chains 
(bonds) under the thick gloom of utter darkness until 
the judgment and doom of the great day.” 
 
The New Living Translation says, “And I remind you of the 
angels who did not stay within the limits of authority 
God gave them but left the place where they belonged. 
God has kept them chained in prisons of darkness, 
waiting for the day of judgment.” 
 
How did “the angels” not keep “their first estate”? Well, the 
Scriptures tell us that Satan rebelled against the Lord because he 
“abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in 
him” (Jn. 8:44, KJV). Those angels who followed him in 
rebellion did so for the same reason and those who do not 
maintain “their first estate” in the Lord, do so because the 
Truth is not “in” them and they are not “in” the Truth - it isn’t 
their “dwelling place.” 
 
Again, the “new birth’ experience does not insure perpetual 
“salvation.” There was and is a condition that must be met and 
preserved for one to remain in the very “Life of the Lord.” The 
Lord must remain first and foremost in our affections if we are to 
continue in Him. Everything else must be kept secondary to Him 
so that we can then love Him with all our heart, soul, mind and 
strength. 
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Concerning the apostate angels, Mr. Coder adds, “One purpose of 
this revelation of the punishment overtaking the angels who 
sinned is certainly to emphasis the serious nature of apostasy. 
Beings of a higher order than ours were hurled down to a dark 
place of confinement, where they have remained for thousands 
of years. God has not changed His attitude toward them; time 
has not mitigated the seriousness of their sin. They are bound 
with ‘everlasting bonds.’ Their future is one of judgment, not 
mercy.  
 
“Remembering this, we cannot think lightly of apostasy in any 
form. The evil men of whom Jude writes, who have crept into 
the church by stealth, are prewritten unto condemnation. Like 
the angels, they knew and turned away from the truth of God 
and the place of God had purposed they should occupy. If we 
who know and obey the truth are warned, how much more 
should men and women who have apostatized from the truth 
take heed before they are overtaken by the announced 
condemnation!” 
 
The “everlasting chains” of bondage are now being reserved 
for the unrighteous goats of Matthew 25:31-46, who live contrary 
to the righteousness of Christ Himself, in thought, word and 
deed (see 2 Pet. 2:4-6). 
 
Jude goes on, in the next verse, to amplify his exhortation to 
“the Beloved”…  
  
 
VERSE 7) Even as Sodom [a scorched, burnt, volcanic 
district, Strong’s OT # 5467] and Gomorrah [a ruined heap, 
Strong’s OT # 6017], and the cities about [around, Strong’s # 
4012] them in like manner [in the same way, Strong’s # 
5158], giving themselves over to fornication [running, 
without self-control, after harlotry, unlawful lust, idolatry and 
whoredom, Strong’s # 4203], and going after strange flesh 
[striving after different, altered, carnally-minded flesh, Strong’s 
# 2087], are set forth for an example [specimen, show], 
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suffering [enduring with patience, Strong’s # 5254] the 
vengeance [punishment, justice, right, execution and 
judgment, Strong’s # 1349] of eternal fire. 
 
The Amplified Bible says, “[The wicked are sentenced to 
suffer] just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the adjacent 
towns - which likewise gave themselves over to impurity 
and indulged in unnatural vice and sensual perversity - 
are laid out [in plain sight] as an exhibit of perpetual 
punishment [to warn] of everlasting fire.” 
 
The Wuest Translation says, “Just as Sodom and Gomorrah 
and the cities about them, in like manner to these [the 
angels of verse 6], having given themselves over with a 
complete abandon to fornication, and having gone after 
a different kind of flesh [from their own, cohabiting 
with beings of a different nature], are being set forth as 
an exhibit, undergoing the punishment of everlasting 
fire.” (Note: Everything within the brackets belongs to the 
original translation.) 
 
In verse five, Jude speaks of Israel, who “doubted” the Lord. In 
verse six, he speaks of “the angels” who turned in rebellion 
against the Lord. Now he is putting Sodom and Gomorrah on 
“exhibit” as another example of wickedness. 
 
To Jude, these three circumstances are so alike that he uses the 
sin and judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah to further enlighten 
the reader concerning the sin and judgment of Israel and those 
angels who rebelled against Him.  
 
Ultimately, Jude is using these stories to point to the perversity 
mentioned in verse four; namely, the “byproduct” of the 
“common salvation” that was and is being spread by certain 
“ungodly people” (unholy leadership and laity alike).  
 
But what are the byproducts of the “common salvation”? 
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Well, verse five speaks of “unbelief” (in relation to “Israel”); 
verse six speaks of “rebellion” (in relation to “the angels which 
kept not their first estate”) and verse seven speaks of 
“uncleanness” (in relation to “Sodom and Gomorrah”). 
 
Unbelief - Rebellion - Uncleanness  
 
These were and are the expected “by-products” of this 
“common (profane) salvation,” that was (and is still) being 
spread throughout the Church of Christ by certain unfaithful, 
unclean, rebellious “believers.”  
 
Verse seven speaks of “strange flesh” - this can be related to 
Romans 1:26-28 which speaks of “vile affections” and a 
“reprobate mind” both of which are connected to the kind of 
wickedness Jude is addressing.  
 
In First Corinthians 6:9-10, Paul draws the line in the sand, 
saying, “…The unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God. Be not deceived [led astray or seduced; do not 
wander, Strong’s # 4105]: neither fornicators [base 
whoremongers, Strong’s # 4205], nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers [venal apostates, Strong’s # 3432], nor 
effeminate [those who are soft, fine or feminine, Strong’s # 
3120]…shall inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Cor. 6:9-10, 
KJV). 
 
“Outward” (natural) wickedness is the result of “inward” 
(spiritual) darkness. Those who “walk in the Spirit” 
(inwardly) will not “fulfil the lust of the flesh” (outwardly) 
for they cannot “live in the Spirit” and “walk in the flesh” 
at the same time (Gal. 5:16-25, KJV).  
 
[Interestingly, a light reading of 2nd Peter 2:10-22, where the 
apostle Peter speaks in great detail of those who “walk after 
the flesh,” reveals an almost word-for-word echo of Jude’s 
prophetic message. This is partially because Jude possessed a 
copy of Peter’s second letter at the time he wrote his letter.] 
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The remarkable thing about Sodom and Gomorrah, that is 
worthy of notation, is that the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 
were geographically located near the Dead Sea. So, in a prophetic 
sense, Sodom and Gomorrah speaks of those “spiritual 
positions” or places that are located in “close proximity” to 
“death” itself, which Paul called an enemy.  
 
S. Maxwell Coder adds that “It is a very solemn thing that 
Sodom and Gomorrah should be set forth in the Bible as 
examples for the instruction of the Church…One of the most 
obvious reasons we are put in remembrance of this Bible 
account of sin and judgment is that it is prophetic of the 
apostasy within Christendom in the last days. Apostates are 
said by Jude to ‘turn the grace of our God into lasciviousness’ (v. 
4), to ‘defile the flesh’ (v. 8), to corrupt themselves as beasts (v. 
10), and to ‘walk after their own lusts’ (v. 16)…Christ foretold 
that the last days would be as the days of Lot (Lk. 17:28-30). 
Conditions such as obtained in ancient Sodom will have their 
counterpart in Christendom just before the Lord returns…As 
clearly stated in Romans 1:18-32, when men who once knew 
God fail to glorify Him, they become vain in their reasoning, 
and their foolish heart are darkened. Then God gives them up to 
uncleanness, vile affections, and a reprobate mind. This was 
true in Sodom. It will be true within Christendom.” 
 
Jude goes on to further define the “ungodly brethren” who are 
hidden, covertly, in the church (Remember, Jude wants us to be 
able to discern them so that we can deal with them 
appropriately.)… 
 
 
VERSE 8) Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile 
[sully, taint and contaminate, Strong’s # 3392] the flesh, 
despise [set aside, dis-esteem, cast off, frustrate, reject, 
neutralize and violate, Strong’s # 114] dominion [(spiritual and 
natural) authorities, governments, masters and rulers, Strong’s # 
2963], and speak evil of [vilify, blaspheme, revile, defame, 
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speak impiously of and rail on, Strong’s # 987] dignities 
[(spiritual and natural) glorious ones, those who are worthy of 
honor, praise and worship, Strong’s # 1391]. 
 
Now, let’s read this verse in the Amplified: “Nevertheless in 
like manner, these dreamers also corrupt the body, 
scorn and reject authority and government, and revile 
and libel and scoff at [heavenly] glories (the glorious 
ones).” 
 
The New Living Translation says, “…These false teachers, 
who claim authority from their dreams, live immoral 
lives, defy authority, and scoff at the power of the 
glorious ones.” 
 
In verse four, Jude classified these “certain men” as “ungodly 
men” who are un-God-like (un-Christ-like) and without God 
(without Christ).  
 
Remember, Jude is not being gender-specific in these verses by 
calling them “men” as there are “ungodly women” in the 
Church as well (i.e. Jezebel). 
 
Now he is calling these “ungodly” people “filthy dreamers” 
and “false teachers.” And with these new titles, he identifies 
them as those who:  
 

1. “Defile the flesh” - The apostle Paul defined this as 
defiling the holy temple of God - “which temple ye 
are” - and made it very clear that “If any man 
defile the temple of God, him shall God 
destroy” (1 Cor. 3:17, KJV). By definition, those who 
defile the flesh, “walk after the flesh in the lust of 
uncleanness” (2 Pet. 2:10, KJV). In other words, 
they think, speak and live as they please, according to 
“the lust” of their own (ungodly) wisdom, knowledge 
and discernment. And as a result, they influence 
everyone around them whose spiritual and 
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psychological immune system is weak against such 
uncleanness. 

 
Next, Jude further classifies these “filthy dreamers” as those 
who… 
 

2. “Despise dominion” - Those who “despise 
dominion” literally disrespect, dishonor and distain 
the superior dominion of Christ Himself. This 
specifically refers to what Jude wrote back in verse 4 
when he mentioned those who are “denying the 
only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
These are those who refuse to surrender themselves to 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  

 
On a practical level, this refusal to submit to Christ’s 
Kingship can, at times, take the form of rebellion 
against other spiritual and natural authorities that 
have been set by God (i.e. Num. 16:3, 12-13; 1 Sam. 
10:27; Ps. 2:1-6; 12:3-4; Lk. 19:14; Acts 7:39; Heb. 
13:17; 1 Thess. 4:8). 

 
Note: It is imperative that one discerns and 
understands the vast difference between God-
ordained dominions and every other dominion. There 
are times when He will call His saints to a holy 
rebellion. Nevertheless, there should always be a 
genuine honor toward all dignitaries even when they 
are wrong; even Michael, the archangel, would not 
bring a railing accusation against the devil when 
disputing over the body of Moses; instead, he said, 
“The Lord rebuke you.” (Jude 9). 

 
Finally, Jude defines these apostates as those who… 
 

3. “Speak evil of dignitaries” – “Who are the 
‘dignities’ against whom apostasy lifts its voice in 
railing judgment? The supreme dignity being made 
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the target of the fiery darts of unbelief is, of course, 
the Lord Jesus Christ” (S. Maxwell Coder). Of all 
dignitaries, our Lord is supreme; therefore, rebellion 
against Him is of supreme consequence and should 
thus be our main concern. Keep in mind, Jude is 
speaking mainly of those who “despise” and “speak 
evil” of Christ Himself; this is very important to 
remember.  
 
Again, all rebellion against legitimate, God-called 
authority springs, in some way, from this principal 
form of rebellion against the Lord Himself; but where 
there is love for God and the fear of the Lord, there 
will be a nobility toward all other forms of genuine 
God-ordained authority.  
 
(For further study on how we ought to treat 
authorities see Ex. 22:28; Prov. 30:11; 30:17; 20:20; 
23:22; Eccl. 10:20; Rom. 13:1-7; 1 Pet. 2:17; Col. 3:8; 1 
Tim. 6:2; Titus 3:1-2 and 1 Pet. 2:12-15 in the 
Amplified] 

 
Presently, within the Church, there are many who “despise” the 
“dominion” (sovereign leadership) of the Holy Spirit and 
“speak evil” of Him (His methods, His words, His presence, 
etc.). Why? Because they think they know how to lead better than 
God. Of course, they’d never say this but their deeds show what’s 
in their hearts. They scoff at His leadings because they “walk 
after their own lusts” (2 Pet. 3:3). But true faith in the Lord is 
manifested in a walk which is not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit (Rom. 8:4). 
 
Jesus spoke of those who call Him “Lord” but disregard the will 
of His Father (Matt 7:21). These are those who are apostate for 
they confess (declare) one thing with their lips and profess (live) 
something entirely different. It is to these so-called “saints” that 
Jesus asked, “Why do you call Me, Lord, Lord, and do 
not [practice] what I tell you?”(Lk. 6:46, AMP)   



Jude ~ a Prophetic Message ~ Page 29 of 90  

 
There are many apostate religious leaders within Christendom 
who are, even now, rebelling against the ruling wisdom of God. 
They call Him Lord but do not honor Him as Lord.  
 
“Lawlessness has its counterpart within the professing Church 
when men set at nought Christ’s dominion.” (S Maxwell Coder). 
 
Jude continues… 
 
 
VERSE 9) Yet Michael the archangel [chief angel, Strong’s 
# 743], when contending [differing, discerning, 
discriminating, judging, Strong’s # 1252] with the devil he 
disputed [reasoned, spoke thoroughly, argued, Strong’s # 1256] 
about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a 
railing [vilifying, blaspheming, slanderous, defamatory, 
libelous, Strong’s # 988] accusation [a just judgment, charge, 
condemnation or damnation, Strong’s # 2920], but said, The 
Lord rebuke [charge, censure, admonish and forbid, Strong’s # 
2008] thee. 
 
The Amplified Bible says, “But when [even] the archangel 
Michael, contending with the devil, judicially argued 
(disputed) about the body of Moses, he dared not 
[presume to] bring an abusive condemnation against 
him, but [simply] said, The Lord rebuke you!” 
 
The New Living Translation says, “But even Michael, one of 
the mightiest of the angels, did not dare accuse Satan of 
blasphemy, but simply said, ‘The Lord rebuke you.’ 
(This took place when Michael was arguing with Satan 
about Moses’ body.)” 
 
In 2 Peter 2:10-11 (Amp), the apostle follows Jude’s insight, 
almost word for word: “And particularly those who walk 
after the flesh and indulge in the lust of polluting 
passion and scorn and despise authority. 
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Presumptuous [and] daring [self-willed and self-loving 
creatures]! They scoff at and revile dignitaries (glorious 
ones) without trembling, whereas [even] angels, though 
superior in might and power, do not bring a defaming 
charge against them before the Lord.” [Remember, Jude 3-
16 is repeated almost word for word in 2 Pet. 2:1-19; both 
passages compliment and amplify one another considerably.] 
 
According to Daniel 10:13 and 21, Michael is one of the chief 
celestial princes among the holy ranks of Heaven; therefore, as 
“one of the mightiest of the angels” (as an “archangel”), 
even he did not “dare” presume to bring a word of dishonor 
against his enemy though in many ways he would have been 
justified in doing so.  
 
In Zechariah 3:1 the prophet recounts a prophetic experience:  
 
“…[The guiding angel] showed me Joshua the high 
priest standing before the Angel of the Lord, and Satan 
standing at Joshua's right hand to be his adversary and 
to accuse him.”  
 
In the next verse the Lord, Himself, the Angel of the Lord, 
responds to Satan by saying, “The Lord rebuke you, O 
Satan!” Notice, the Lord said Himself did not even presume to 
rebuke Satan or speak against him even though He Himself was 
God (This clearly shows the humility of Jesus in that He relied 
upon the higher authority of His Father). 
 
How much “more” care should we put into keeping a watchful 
eye on our thoughts, words and deeds toward governing 
authorities (natural and spiritual alike)? Selah. 
 
As S. Maxwell Coder said, “The example of Michael, the chief 
prince of God’s hosts, should be taken as a terrible warning 
against evil speaking…Contending for the faith is one thing; 
being contentious is another. The one we are commanded to do; 
the second we are commanded to avoid (Titus 3:9).” 
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Clearly, this is a very important issue on the heart of God because 
Jude goes on to say… 
 
 
VERSE 10) But these speak evil of [blaspheme, rail on, 
defame, vilify and revile, Strong’s # 987] those things which 
they know not [which they do not understand, Strong’s # 
1492]: but what they know naturally [physically (by fleshly 
instinct), Strong’s # 5447], as brute beasts [unreasonable, 
irrational animals, Strong’s # 249 & 2226], in those things 
they corrupt [ruin, defile and destroy, Strong’s # 5351] 
themselves. 
 
The Amplified Bible recites this verse, speaking of those who 
“...revile (scoff and sneer at) anything they do not 
happen to be acquainted with and do not understand; 
and whatever they do understand physically [that which 
they know by mere instinct], like irrational beasts - by 
these they corrupt themselves and are destroyed 
(perish).” 
 
The Message Bible says that “…these people sneer at 
anything they can't understand, and by doing whatever 
they feel like doing - living by animal instinct only - they 
participate in their own destruction.” 
 
The Wuest Translations says, “But these, on the one hand, 
revile as many things concerning which they do not 
have absolute knowledge, and, on the other hand, revile 
as many things by instinct like the unreasoning 
animals, which they understand, by these they are being 
brought to ruin.” 
 
In Second Peter 2:12 (Amp), the apostle speaks very specifically 
of “these people” - following Jude’s line of insight - when he says, 
“Like unreasoning beasts, mere creatures of instinct, 
born [only] to be captured and destroyed, railing at 
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things of which they are ignorant, they shall utterly 
perish in their [own] corruption [in their destroying 
they shall surely be destroyed].” 
 
This is a present word. There are many who are being led by their 
natural, animalistic instincts into utter ruin as they go after the 
things - material and non-material - that please their selfish, 
natural, beastly souls. Like the rich man in Luke 12:16-121, they 
consider and debate within themselves, seeking the biggest and 
the best for themselves, not knowing they are poor in relation to 
God. 
 
It’s interesting that in Jeremiah 4:22, the Lord speaks through 
His prophet concerning “His people” as “these people,” 
expressing estrangement.  
 
“…My people are stupid [silly, foolish, Strong’s # 5530], says 
the Lord…they do not know and understand Me. They 
are thickheaded children, and they have no 
understanding. They are wise to do evil, but to do good 
they have no knowledge [and know not how].” (Amp) 
 
This is amazing: The Lord (through Jude and Jeremiah) is 
speaking of “His people.” But I am not surprised since this is true 
within the church system today; many who call themselves 
“Christians” or “believers” are foolish, silly and “have none 
understanding;” they are very wise in their desire and ability 
to do evil and are very ignorant when it comes to the genuine 
nature and expression of “good.” Therefore, they proselytize 
with “a doctrine of vanities” (Jer. 10:8, KJV); and if you think 
this relates to laity only, think again; this also applies to the 
“pastors” who “have not sought the Lord” (Jer. 10:21, 
KJV). As Jeremiah stated, “They do not know and 
understand Me”; this is the root of their folly; if they “knew” 
the Lord, they would not be so foolish. 
 
But how are they “foolish”? Well, Jeremiah answers this 
question: 
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“…Surely these are poor; they are foolish: for they 
know not the way of the Lord, nor the judgment of 
their God.” (Jer. 5:4, KJV) 
 
This is where many “Christians” are spiritually “poor” and 
“foolish” - They “know not the way of the Lord, nor the 
judgment of their God.” This goes back to what Jude said in 
verse 10: “But these speak evil of those things which they 
know not…” These certain “believers” (leadership and laity 
alike) - these apostates - “know not” the way of the Lord 
because they can only - as Jude said - “know naturally, as 
brute beasts.” Therefore, they stick to what they “can” know 
naturally and are, as a result, desecrated. 
 
S. Maxwell Coder adds, “An apostate is a fleshly man possessing 
no higher life of the Spirit. Even though he may be looked upon 
as having a form of godliness, his lower nature dominates him. 
He is ‘of the world.’ While scorning true believers as ‘other 
worldly,’ he interests himself in the things of this present life. 
His highest religious thinking has to do with social reform and 
alleviating human suffering through natural means.” 
 
On the surface, these “brute beasts” are rich and increased in 
goods and have need of nothing but under the surface, within 
their hearts, they are spiritually destitute (wretched, miserable, 
poor, blind and naked). The richness of their natural, soul-life 
has worked to choke out their spiritual life, leaving them truly 
poor. 
 
As a result, their inward plum-line, their core value-system, 
which alone can aid them in discerning the difference between 
good and evil, is weakened, causing their “senseless minds” to 
become progressively darkened, apart from the will of God, with 
“vain imaginings, foolish reasoning, and stupid 
speculations” (Rom. 1:21, AMP); soon, these pitiful souls are 
driven headlong into corruption and death [Study also Jn. 8:21; 
Gal. 6:8; 2 Pet. 1:4; 2:19] 
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“An apostate is therefore represented in verse 10 as one who 
rails at the truth, limits himself for this present life of mere 
natural knowledge, and finally perishes eternally in his own 
corruption. Thus, there is an acceleration downward for those 
who embark upon the course of apostasy. Verse 11 will be seen 
to bring forth this truth in startling clarity” (S. Maxwell Coder). 
 
 
VERSE 11) Woe unto them! for they have gone in the 
way [the progressive route or road, Strong’s # 3598] of Cain, 
and ran greedily [riotously and gushed out or poured forth, 
Strong’s # 1632] after the error [deceit and delusion, Strong’s 
# 4106] of Balaam for reward [pay or wages for services, 
Strong’s # 3408], and perished [lost, died and was marred, 
Strong’s # 622] in the gainsaying [contradiction, 
disobedience, disputation and strife, Strong’s # 485] of Core. 
 
The Amplified Bible says, “Woe to them! For they have run 
riotously in the way of Cain, and have abandoned 
themselves for the sake of gain [it offers them, 
following] the error of Balaam, and have perished in 
rebellion [like that] of Korah!”  
 
The New Living Translation says, “How terrible it will be for 
them! For they follow the evil exAmple of Cain, who 
killed his brother. Like Balaam, they will do anything 
for money. And like Korah, they will perish because of 
their rebellion.” 
 
Jude is trying to paint us a very specific portrait of the “path” 
which these “certain” people have chosen to walk. 
 
“Here is a declaration of woe unto those guilty of apostasy, woe 
issuing from a three-fold sin into which they have entered by 
reason of their falling away from the path of subjection to 
the Lord Jesus Christ…Cain was a tiller of the soil; Balaam 
was a prophet; Korah was a prince in Israel. One reason for 
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this selection of three men may be to demonstrate that apostasy 
is not confined to one class of persons. This evil is not peculiar to 
religious leaders. It touches prophets, princes and people alike. 
There are apostates in pulpit, palace, and poorhouse. 
Individually, Cain, Balaam, and Korah speak of particular 
aspects of what it means to fall away from the truth; together 
they present a complete picture…Notice also a remarkable 
progress of thought in our text. Apostates first enter upon a 
wrong path; they then run riotously down that path; finally 
they perish at its end…[this verse] is an inspired commentary on 
the peril of turning away from the truth of John 14:6. Christ is 
the Way, the Truth, the Life. An apostate is one who will not 
have the Son of man to reign over them. [He] chooses the way of 
Cain for the way of Christ, the error of Balaam for the truth of 
Christ, the perishing of Korah for the life of Christ.” (S. Maxwell 
Coder) 
 
Let’s take a careful, prayerful look at Cain, Balaam and Korah: 
 
“The way of Cain” - This “way” speaks of jealousy, anger, 
hatred and murder (Study Gen. 4:1-16 and 1 Jn. 3:12).  
 
“What is the way of Cain? In Psalm 1, it is called the way of 
sinners, the way of the ungodly. Solomon referred to it when he 
wrote: ‘There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the 
end thereof are the ways of death’” (S. Maxwell Coder).  
 
Remember, Cain’s younger brother was Abel. Abel was a keeper 
of sheep (herdsman) and Cain was a tiller of the ground (farmer). 
Both brought an offering to God.  
 
“And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering: 
But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. 
And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell” 
(Gen. 4:4-5, KJV).  
 
In the end, Cain’s fallen countenance led him to murder his 
blood brother. In short, this particular “heart” always “kills” the 
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true worshippers of God (Abel) through false judgments, angry 
criticisms and malicious slander (“backbiters and gossipers,” 
Rom. 1:29). Those who have this treacherous, haughty heart, 
condemn those who are “accepted” by God with a steely-eye and 
forked-tongue, seeking their fall (see Gen. 4:8).  
 
The apostle James speaks of “this kind of heart” in Chapter four 
and verse two of his book:  
 
“You are jealous and covet [what others have] and your 
desires go unfulfilled; [so] you become murderers. [To 
hate is to murder as far as your hearts are concerned] 
You burn with envy and anger and are not able to 
obtain [the gratification, the contentment, and the 
happiness that you seek], so you fight and war…” (AMP)   
 
When we compare this “way” to what Jude is saying about the 
false leaders and brethren we see that “They are haters of their 
brethren, and they that are such are murderers; and by their 
false doctrine they corrupt and destroy the souls of the people” 
(Adam Clarke Commentary).   
 
This is “the way of Cain.” 
 
Now, for… 
 
“The error of Balaam” – Balaam’s error was that he allowed 
the voice of bribery (through Balak, the king of Moab) to 
compete with the voice of the Lord. He permitted natural riches 
and honor [“the rewards of foretelling” (Num. 22:7, AMP)] 
to share real-estate with God in his heart and mind. He was a 
lover of pleasure more than a lover of God (2 Thess. 3:4). Thus, 
he was not single-minded toward the command of the Lord or 
the Lord Himself.  
 
The love of money (not money itself, but the love of it), the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, the pride of life and the fear of man 
were mingled with Balaam’s devotion to the Lord (1 Tim. 6:10; 1 
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Jn. 2:16). Like a roller coaster, he faltered between obeying the 
word of God and the word of man; this caused his spiritual poise 
(“set” of spirit) to become relaxed to the point where he turned 
into a man who was “willfully obstinate and contrary 
before” the Lord and was thus rebuked by the Angel of God 
(Num. 22:32, AMP). [Study Num. 22-24] 
 
“It is the error of all apostates, the sacrificing of eternal riches 
for temporal gain. It is running riot on the broad ways of earth. 
It is lust for ‘the pleasures of sin for a season,’ greed for ‘the 
treasures of Egypt’ (Heb. 11:25). It is a compelling desire to gain 
some part of the world even at the loss of the soul. What does 
such an error profit a man? (Mk. 8:36)” (S. Maxwell Coder) 
 
When applied to the “false brethren” that Jude is speaking of, 
Adam Clarke’s Commentary says “For the sake of gain they 
corrupt the word of God and refine away its meaning, and let it 
down so as to suit the passions of the profligate.”  
 
This is “the error of Balaam.” 
 
Now, to… 
 
“The gainsaying of Core” (a.k.a. Korah) – While Moses was 
leading the children of Israel through the wilderness, Korah 
(along with Dathan and Abiram) “rose up before Moses, 
with certain of the Israelites, 250 princes or leaders of 
the congregation called to the assembly, men well 
known and of distinction. And they gathered together 
against Moses and Aaron…”  
 
Eventually, Korah had “all the congregation” assembled 
“against Moses and Aaron” (Num. 16:2-3; 16:19, Amp). And 
before this vast audience, they brought bizarre accusations 
against Moses and Aaron, questioning their authenticity, 
authority, motives and success, thereby stirring up 
“contradiction, disobedience, disputation and strife.”   
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And like little children (who think their “grown”), when Moses 
summoned Korah, Dathan and Abiram, they said, “We will not 
come.” In effect, they said, “Who are you to tell us what to do? 
Who made you our boss? We’ve had enough. We do not 
recognize your authority. We’re all big enough to take care of 
ourselves [“all the congregation are holy,” Num. 16:3]. The 
Lord is with us too you know? He’s not just with you. Besides, 
just because you delivered us from Egypt doesn’t make you our 
boss. Moreover, you haven’t given us what you promised: a 
land that flows with milk and honey; and you haven’t given us 
the lands and vineyards you were talking about. So we’re NOT 
coming.” (This is a paraphrase of Num. 16:3, 12-14) 
 
In the end, these three men, who rebelled against Moses and 
Aaron, where identified as those who “provoked (spurned, 
despised) the Lord” (Num. 16:30, Amp). As punishment to 
the delinquents and an example to all Israel, “the ground 
under the offenders split apart and the earth opened its 
mouth and swallowed them and their households…” 
(Num. 16:31-32, Amp). [Study Numbers 16 for the complete 
story]. 
 
“‘Gainsaying’ in the Greek text is antilogia [anti-logos; anti-
word], meaning ‘against the Word.’ This suggests a further 
example of downward progress in our text. Cain ignored the 
Word revealed to himself and to Abel; Balaam subtly opposed 
the Word which had been spoken; Korah appeared in open 
rebellion against the Word of God.” (S. Maxwell Coder) [For the 
sake of clarity, the statement is brackets is mine.] 
 
Again, Adam Clarke’s Commentary brings the parallel between 
Korah’s sin and Jude’s descriptive warning concerning the 
“filthy dreamers”:  
 
“It appears that these persons [the “certain…ungodly men” 
of Jude 4] opposed the authority of the apostles of our Lord, as 
Korah and his associates did that of Moses and Aaron; and 
Jude predicts them a similar punishment. In this verse he 
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accuses them of murder, covetousness, and rebellion against the 
authority of God.” 
 
Our Lord said, “Woe unto thee!” to the apostates in His day 
after they had turned away from Him (Lk. 10:13). And now the 
Lord is continuing to issue His warnings… 
 
“‘Woe unto them!’ writes the Spirit through Jude of all who 
follow them into the way of Cain, upon which so many have 
been wandering and perishing ever since the dawn of history. 
God grant that we shall be given discernment to recognize such 
men in our day, and grace to stand against them, earnestly 
contending for our most holy faith.” (S. Maxwell Coder) 
 
Clearly, as you can see, Jude has continued to give us a vivid 
picture of these “false brethren,” but he isn’t finished. He goes on 
to say… 
 
 
VERSE 12) These are spots in [ledges or reefs of rock in the 
sea of, Strong’s 4694] your feasts of charity [feasts of dear 
“agape” love, of benevolence and of affection, Strong’s # 26], 
when they feast [revel together and entertain sumptuously in 
company, Strong’s # 4910] with you, feeding [tending, 
shepherding, ruling, Strong’s # 4165] themselves without 
fear [fearlessly, Strong’s # 870]: clouds they are without 
water [that are waterless and dry, Strong’s # 504], carried 
about of winds [by the four winds of the earth, Strong’s # 417]; 
trees [oak trees, Strong’s # 1186] whose fruit withereth, 
without fruit [they are unfruitful and barren, Strong’s # 175], 
twice dead, plucked up by the roots [uprooted, Strong’s # 
1610]; 
 
Here are four more translations of paraphrases of this verse for 
added clarification. Soak in the Word: 
 
The Amplified Bible Amplifies this verse beautifully: These are 
hidden reefs (elements of danger) in your love feasts, 
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where they boldly feast sumptuously [carousing 
together in your midst], without scruples providing for 
themselves [alone]. They are clouds without water, 
swept along by the winds; trees, without fruit at the late 
autumn gathering time--twice (doubly) dead, [lifeless 
and] plucked up by the roots.” 
 
The Message Bible says, “These people are warts on your 
love feasts as you worship and eat together. They're 
giving you a black eye - carousing shamelessly, grabbing 
anything that isn't nailed down. They're - Puffs of 
smoke pushed by gusts of wind; late autumn trees 
stripped clean of leaf and fruit, doubly dead, pulled up 
by the roots.” 
 
The New Living Translation says that “When these people 
join you in fellowship meals celebrating the love of the 
Lord, they are like dangerous reefs that can shipwreck 
you. They are shameless in the way they care only about 
themselves. They are like clouds blowing over dry land 
without giving rain, promising much but producing 
nothing. They are like trees without fruit at harvest 
time. They are not only dead but doubly dead, for they 
have been pulled out by the roots.” 
 
The Wuest Translation says “These are those individuals 
who are hidden rocks in your love feasts, sumptuously 
feasting with you without fear, as shepherds leading 
themselves to pasture, waterless clouds carried along 
by winds, autumn trees without fruit, having died twice, 
rooted up.” 
 
As you can see, “five natural phenomena provide instructive 
pictures of the true nature of apostasy…Hidden rocks tell of its 
unseen danger; waterless clouds, its false promise; autumnal 
trees, its barren profession; raging waves, its wasted effort; 
wandering stars, its aimless course. In the same order are five 
statements suggesting the selfishness, the helplessness, the 
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fruitlessness, the shamefulness, and the hopelessness of 
apostates” (S. Maxwell Coder) 
 
Now, let’s break this verse down very carefully… 
 
“These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they 
feast with you” – The apostle Peter wrote along the same lines 
in Second Peter 2:13-14:  
 
“Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves 
with their own deceivings while they feast with you; 
having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from 
sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have 
exercised with covetous practices; cursed children.”  
 
These “ungodly persons” are “spots” in the Church of Christ, 
which is called to become “a glorious church,” a pure and 
spotless Bride, without “spot, or wrinkle or any such thing” 
(Eph. 5:27, KJV; also see Song 4:7; 2 Pet. 3:14). But these 
“spots” are, nonetheless, “in” the Church, feasting with the 
company of Christ, “sporting themselves” as so-called 
“believers.”  
 
These “feasts of charity” can, according to First Corinthians 
11:21, include the taking of Holy Communion. At the time he 
wrote First Corinthians 11:21 believers had established the 
practice of meeting together for a meal called the agape or love 
feast. When applied to our present times, we can see that these 
“blemishes” - these “cursed children” - have the nerve to 
partake of the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ while 
they live adulterous, sinful, beguiling, covetous lives, covered 
“with their own deceivings.”  
 
S. Maxwell Coder speaks of these “spots”:  
 
“Some began to come to these gatherings who thought only of 
themselves. They ate their own delicacies in the presence of 
others who were hungry. They even became drunken, so that 
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Paul had to write and rebuke them…Jude recognizes this 
selfishness as a manifestation of apostasy.” 
 
These “spots” speak of a ledge or reef of rock in the sea that 
stick out from the earth, below the surface of the ocean, unseen 
to the naked eye, to threaten anything sailing on the surface. This 
term is appropriate since “these rocks brought shipwreck to the 
love-feasts of the early church!” (S. Maxwell Coder) 
 
Nevertheless, while these false-believers co-mingle with the 
people of God, they’re… 
 
“Feeding themselves without fear” – “These people” feed, 
tend, shepherd and rule themselves fearlessly (Strong’s # 4165).  
Of course, for those who are full-grown, there is nothing wrong 
with feeding yourself; this should be common among those who 
are at least 2 years old, spiritually.  
 
But these false brethren do not fear (and revere) God because 
they’re not “born from above,” by the Spirit of the Lord; instead, 
they “mind earthly things” under the deceptive drawing-
power of their own “bellies” (Phil. 3:19, KJV).  
 
On another note, there are many pastors who “feed themselves” 
and not the flock of God, who look only to “their own way,” for 
their own soulish “gain” (Isa. 56:10-12; Ezek. 34:8). They are 
not submitted to the Lord and His people, nor do they seek His 
face. These are those who feed themselves without fear, without a 
concern for the consequence of their thoughts, words and deeds. 
Sure, they may be submitted to their denominational covering, 
playing according to the rules of the traditions of men but when 
did we confuse the traditions of man with the commandments of 
God? [For further study, look up Ps. 78:29 and James 5:5] 
 
“Clouds they are without water, carried about of winds” 
– They are clouds that are waterless and dry (Strong’s # 504).  
 



Jude ~ a Prophetic Message ~ Page 43 of 90  

Second Peter 2:17 (KJV), speaks of “wells without water” 
which points to vessels that are void of content, void of “Christ 
in you,” Who is our inward strength, truth and life (Col. 1:27).  
 
Proverbs 25:14 (AMP) says that “Whoever falsely boasts of 
gifts [he does not give] is like clouds and wind without 
rain.” There are many who speak “great swelling words” but, in 
the final analysis, they are weightless, empty and without 
substance (spiritual essence). 
 
These two words – “without water” – are used in Matthew 
12:43 to speak of the “dry places” in which evil spirits wander. 
Taken together, the two passages suggest a connection between 
apostates and unseen evil spirits who influence and control 
them. That these clouds are “carried about of winds” speaks 
of the invisible influence of wicked spirits, for “the word for 
‘wind’ and the word for ‘spirit’ are identical in the Old 
Testament (ruach), and the New Testament word for spirit 
(pneuma) is also used of the wind (Jn. 3:8).” 
 
The word “winds” in the phrase, “Carried about of winds,” 
can also speak specifically of the “four winds” of the earth 
(Strong’s # 417) which represent the many frivolous passions of 
the carnal world-system.  
 
Second Peter 2:17 (Kjv) speaks of those who are “carried with 
a tempest;” this points to those who are immature, naive and 
silly-hearted while the standard of Christ points to those who are 
mature, who are “no more children, tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight 
of men, and cunning craftiness” (Eph 4:14, KJV).  
 
Obviously, Jude is speaking of the “ungodly” who are “like the 
chaff which the wind driveth away” (Ps 1:4, KJV).  
Nevertheless, those who are anchored in the Lord and His Word 
will “never be moved” (Ps. 15; 16:8; 21:7; 46:5; 55:22; 62:6). 
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“Trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, 
plucked up by the roots - “These people” of whom Jude is 
speaking are “oak trees” who talk and walk like “oaks of 
righteousness” (true Christians) but are in fact counterfeits of the 
genuine article. The fruit in their lives is short-lived 
(“withereth”) because they are not rooted in Christ (see Ps. 1:1-
3; Matt. 13:6; Jn. 15:4-6). Sure, they may go to church and even 
preach in the pulpit but their branches are dry and barren – 
there is no “life” in them for they are not “in” Christ. And while 
they “appear” as those who “believe,” they are, in fact, “hidden, 
dangerous reefs” for they are “twice dead” and what fellowship 
can those who are “alive” (in Christ) have with those who are 
“dead”?   
 
In Matthew 7:17 (Amp), Jesus lays out a very simple principle 
concerning “roots” and “fruits”:  
 
“Every healthy (sound) tree bears good fruit [worthy of 
admiration]” while every “sickly (decaying, worthless) 
tree bears bad (worthless) fruit.”  
 
If we apply this understanding to what Jude is trying to convey, 
we will see that these certain “ungodly persons” are naturally 
producing what they really “are;” thus, death begets death, 
because they are not vitally connected to Christ, the Vine (see Jn. 
15:1-5). As a result, they are “plucked up by the roots” 
(uprooted) in judgment against them (Matt. 7:19; 21:19-20; Lk. 
3:7-9; 13:6-9; Gal. 5:19-21). Remember, Jesus said, “Every 
plant [every shrub or fruit-bearing plant or tree] which My 
heavenly Father has not planted will be torn up by the 
roots” (Matt. 15:13, Amp). In other words, the Lord will only 
approve of that which He has started; everything else is folly. 
 
Jude continues on…speaking of these “certain” ungodly 
brethren (men and women; leadership and laity) as those who 
are… 
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VERSE 13) Raging waves [fierce, wild, bursting, toppling, 
swelling billows, Strong’s # 66 & 2949] of the sea, foaming 
out [in vile passions unto, Strong’s # 1890] their own shame 
[dishonesty and disgrace, Strong’s # 152]; wandering 
[roaming, erratic, Strong’s # 4107] stars, to whom is 
reserved the blackness [the shroud of heavy mist, the gloom 
and blackness Strong’s # 2217] of darkness [shadiness, 
obscurity, shadows, Strong’s # 4655] for ever. 
 
And now let’s re-read this verse in the Amplified: “Wild waves 
of the sea, flinging up the foam of their own shame and 
disgrace; wandering stars, for whom the gloom of 
eternal darkness has been reserved forever. 
 
The Message Bible speaks of these certain “filthy dreamers” 
and “brute beasts” as wild ocean waves leaving nothing 
on the beach but the foam of their shame; Lost stars in 
outer space on their way to the black hole.” 
 
“Raging waves of the sea” – These “raging waves,” of 
whom Jude speaks, are those “believers” who are angry (with 
unrighteous anger), wild (like Ishmael whose name means “wild 
ass”) and without Divine order (un-submitted to the Lordship of 
Christ) and who are, thus, hazardous to the spiritual health of the 
Church of Christ which is called to abide in the rest (peace) of 
God (see Jer. 5:22-23).  
 
Isaiah 57:20-21 says that “the wicked are like the troubled 
sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and 
dirt. There is no peace…to the wicked” (KJV). Like wild, 
untamed beasts, these ungodly “believers” heap shame upon 
themselves until they are found… 
 
“Foaming out their own shame” – The swelling, tumultuous 
billows of these “raging waves” become so wild that the waves 
eventually turn into foam (“vile passions”) and end in the glory 
of their own “disgrace” through their own “dishonesty” before 
God and man; the hunger and thirst of their own desires (their 
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own humanistic bellies) become so grotesquely dominant within 
their personal lives that they know no limits to perversity (see 
Phil. 3:19; 2 Tim. 3:13). 
 
“Wandering stars” – “Our world is one of a family of planets 
revolving around the sun, lighted by the sun, and controlled by 
the sun. Sometimes a wandering body from outer space is seen 
entering the atmosphere, flashing brilliantly for a moment, then 
either dashing onward in its erratic course into outer space 
again, or becoming a dark cinder through friction with the air. 
We call them ‘shooting stars.’ Jude uses them as striking 
examples of apostasy…An apostate is one who comes under the 
illuminating influence of the Sun of Righteousness (Mal. 4:2), 
believes ‘for a time’ in the One who was called the Light of the 
world, then falls away without ever having become one of the 
family whose CENTER is the Son of God…‘The stars in their 
courses’ (Judg. 5:20) and the planets in the solar system move 
in orbits ordained for them by their Creator, whereas a 
wandering star is not subject to God’s governmental control, 
and so its destiny is outer darkness” (S. Maxwell Coder). 
 
These “stars” can also speak of “angels” who are 
“messengers” (see Rev. 1:20, AMP). But according to the 
context of what Jude is saying, these “wandering stars” are 
juvenile “wandering messengers” who “stray” from one thing to 
the next because, again, they are “carried about of winds;” 
they are spiritual “children” who are easily “tossed [like 
ships] to and fro between chance gusts of teaching and 
wavering with every changing wind of doctrine” (Eph 
4:14, Amp). Sure, to the undiscerning eye, they may seem to be 
“angels of light” (messengers or preachers of truth) but, if the 
truth were told, they are, in fact, “messengers of error” because 
they are erratic, frivolous, uncommitted, lighthearted “baby 
Christians” who appear mature (see 2 Cor. 11:14); and though 
they may have something to say (as messengers), this does not 
make them qualified to be heard for they are carnally-minded, 
covenant-breakers who follow after the party-line. Instead of 
remaining within their God-given purpose, they wander here-
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and-yonder as little children, searching for new “messages,” 
doctrines or truths. These “granola-Christians” (nuts, fruit and 
flakes) are nomads (drifters, migrants) who, as Jude pointed out 
earlier in verse 8 (NKJV), “reject authority, and speak evil 
of dignitaries” because they can’t stand to be “planted” in 
Christ. As “roaming angels,” they refuse to “keep their proper 
domain,” but continually leave “their own abode” (Jude 6, 
NKJV).  
 
Understand, this has nothing to do with being planted by 
religious men; it has nothing to do with abiding in a certain 
church because that is what is expected of you. There are far too 
many “leaders” who abuse the people of God by dictating where 
they go and not go, what they should do and not do. There is far 
too much control and manipulation. If you are a disciple of 
Christ, follow Christ, not men. 
 
Jesus is the Vine and we are the branches while our Father is the 
Gardner. To be truly planted by the Father means to be planted 
by Him, not men, by hearing and obeying His voice and seeking 
first the Kingdom of God. Therefore, if Jesus is truly Lord of your 
life, then He is the only One who can plant and uproot you – He 
is the only One Who can “set” you – as He pleases. Those who 
are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. So be led by 
the Spirit of God upon the foundation of His holy, inerrant, 
written Word. 
 
And do not be like those apostates, of whom Jude is writing, who 
are “wandering stars”… 
 
“To whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for 
ever” – This defines the specific end of these certain ungodly 
persons. Their conclusion is the same as the “angels” of Jude 6 
who have been “reserved in everlasting chains under 
darkness for the judgment of the great day.”  
 
In Matthew 8:12 (AMP), Jesus says that “…The sons and 
heirs of the kingdom will be driven [cast or thrown] out 
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into the darkness outside [“outer darkness”], where there 
will be weeping and grinding of teeth.” Notice, Jesus is not 
speaking of “unsaved sinners;” rather, He is speaking of those 
who are “the sons and heirs of the Kingdom” but have not 
apprehended that for which they were apprehended by God. The 
“outer darkness,” which is “the blackness of darkness forever,” is 
equivalent to everlasting separation from the presence of God.  
 
On the other hand, there will be those who execute this 
“judgment” of whom Jude goes on to say… 
 
 
VERSE 14 & 15) And Enoch also, the seventh from 
Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord 
cometh with ten thousands of his saints [sacred, 
blameless, consecrated, pure, holy ones, Strong’s # 40], to 
execute [yield, perform, commit and secure, Strong’s # 4160] 
judgment [condemnation, damnation and the justice of divine 
law, Strong’s # 2920] upon all, and to convince [rebuke, 
reprove, Strong’s # 1651] all that are ungodly [within the soul, 
the mind, emotions and will, Strong’s # 5590] among them of 
all their ungodly [wicked, impious, Strong’s # 763] deeds 
which they have ungodly [wicked, impious, Strong’s # 763] 
committed, and of all their hard [tough, dry, severe and 
fierce, Strong’s # 4642] speeches which ungodly [wicked, 
impious, Strong’s # 763] sinners [trespassers, those who err 
and miss the mark, Strong’s # 264] have spoken [preached, 
told, Strong’s # 2980] against him. 
 
The Amplified Bible Amplifies the purpose of these “saints”: To 
execute judgment upon all and to convict all the 
impious (unholy ones) of all their ungodly deeds which 
they have committed [in such an] ungodly [way], and of 
all the severe (abusive, jarring) things which ungodly 
sinners have spoken against Him. 
 
Who will “execute judgment” upon “all that are ungodly”? 
Who will “enforce the justice of the divine law”? Who will 
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“rebuke” the “unholy ones”? Who will “condemn” the 
“impious”? Who will “reprove” those who have spoken 
“abusively” against the Lord? 
 
The Lord will! And when He does, He will not be alone, for He 
will come with “ten thousands of his saints” who have 
FIRST yielded themselves to a process of ultimate “consecration” 
and purification unto the Lord. 
 
The Young’s Literal Translation, in communicating Enoch’s 
rehearsal of his vision, says, “Lo, the Lord did come in His 
saintly myriads.” This shows the personal union between “the 
Lord” and His saints. Not only does the Lord come “with” His 
saints but He comes “in” them as well, for they are one, working 
together in a cooperative relationship (with-in each other). 
 
In Isaiah 32:1, we see a further perspective on the relationship 
between the Lord and His saints: “Behold, a king shall reign 
in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment.” 
Did you catch that? “…a king…and princes…” This is 
profound. Jesus is the King of kings; or as this verse states, He is 
the King of princes. He is the Lord of many lords who will rule in 
judgment under the Headship of Him Who reigns in 
righteousness (See also Prov. 8:15). But they will only be able to 
do this because they have FIRST become - through a process - 
those who are ruled by their King. 
 
In Revelation 19:11-16 (Amp), John shares an insightful 
visualization of the Lord and His princes that prophetically 
magnifies, with great detail, what Enoch saw in his vision: 
 
11) After that I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white 
horse [appeared]! The one Who was riding it is called 
Faithful (Trustworthy, Loyal, Incorruptible, Steady) 
and True, and He passes judgment and wages war in 
righteousness (holiness, justice, and uprightness). 
[Ezek 1:1.] 
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12) His eyes [blaze] like a flame of fire, and on His head 
are many kingly crowns (diadems); and He has a title 
(name) inscribed which He alone knows or can 
understand. [Dan 10:6.] 
 
13) He is dressed in a robe dyed by dipping in blood, 
and the title by which He is called is The Word of God. 
 
14) And the troops of heaven, clothed in fine linen, 
dazzling and clean, followed Him on white horses. 
 
15) From His mouth goes forth a sharp sword with 
which He can smite (afflict, strike) the nations; and He 
will shepherd and control them with a staff (scepter, 
rod) of iron. He will tread the winepress of the 
fierceness of the wrath and indignation of God the All-
Ruler (the Almighty, the omnipotent). [Ps 2:9.] 
 
16) And on His garment (robe) and on His thigh He has 
a name (title) inscribed, KING OF KINGS AND LORD 
OF LORDS.  [Deut 10:17; Dan 2:47.] 
 
This is a powerful picture of “the Captain of the Host” and 
His Army (Josh. 5:13-15; Song 6:4, 10; Dan. 4:35; Joel 2:11). His 
Name (His nature which is His title), His horse (His strength), 
His eyes (His vision), His head (His knowledge), His many 
crowns (His all-mightiness), His robe (His authority), His Blood 
(His redemption), His Word (His testimony), His mouth (His 
voice), His rod (His dominion) and His thigh (His might) all 
point to Him being the only One truly qualified to judge and 
make war against “the nations” (the imagi-nations, denomi-
nations, divi-nations and abomi-nations of mankind).  
 
He Who is our Savior is also our Judge - “shall not the Judge 
of all the earth do right?” (Gen. 18:25, Kjv) 
 
Who is this Judge? His name is Jesus. He is the Commander and 
Chief of “the troops of heaven” who “were not defiled 
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with women; for they are virgins [set-apart unto the Lord]. 
These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever 
he goeth. These were redeemed from among men [set-
apart from the world], being the firstfruits unto God and to 
the Lamb [and no other]” (Rev. 14:4, Kjv). These hordes of 
Heaven are “clothed in fine linen, dazzling and clean…on 
white horses.” They are those who have passed through the 
fires of cleansing and have been made as white as snow. 
 
This elect army is holy (wholly) unto the Lord for their lives have 
been kept for Him and His purpose. The Lord calls them by 
name and they are His and He leads them out and they follow 
Him because they know His voice (see Jn.10:1-4; Mk. 3:13). 
 
Obadiah 21 speaks of this army as “saviours” [or deliverers, 
emancipators, freedom fighters] who “shall come up on 
Mount Zion to judge [rule] the mount of Esau” and then 
ends by stating, “…and the kingdom [the dominion, the right 
to rule] shall be the Lord’s” (KJV). 
 
These judges will not dominate souls with an iron fist; rather, 
like Solomon of old, they will rule justly and fairly, with an 
“understanding (discerning) heart,” in such a way that 
honor’s God’s kingdom, with dignity, respect and love; not as 
tyrants, but rather as servants of all that is just, good and fair (1 
Kings 3:6-10). As it says in Leviticus 19:15 (Amp), they will judge 
all things “in righteousness…according to the merits of 
the case.”  
 
It is through these purified “saints” that Jesus Christ will purify 
(judge) the nations. 
 
In Isaiah 1:26-27 (KJV), the Lord declares, “And I will restore 
thy judges [governors, punishers, vindicators, avengers, rulers, 
contenders, executioners and pronouncers of judgment, Strong’s 
# ] as at the first, and thy counselors [advisors, Strong’s # 
3289] as at the beginning: afterward thou shalt be 
called, The city of righteousness, the faithful city. Zion 
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shall be redeemed with judgment [divine law, justice and 
order (the verdict and penalty of sin), Strong’s #4941], and her 
converts with righteousness (rightness, virtue and justice, 
Strong’s # 6666).” [See also Isa. 33:5; 52:1; 54:14; Zech. 8:3] 
 
Notice, it is after the restoration of God’s judges and counselors 
that Zion is called “the City of Righteousness;” it is only 
after the redemptive judgment and counsel (advice) of God, that 
Zion is called “the Faithful City.” This is not by chance or 
coincidence but for a purpose. 
 
The Message Bible reiterates Isaiah 1:26-27 as follows, “I'll set 
honest judges and wise counselors among you just like 
it was back in the beginning. Then you'll be renamed 
City-That-Treats-People-Right, the True-Blue City. 
God's right ways will put Zion right again. God's right 
actions will restore her penitents.”  
 
[Note: For further study of what Enoch saw concerning the 
judgeship of the Lord and His saints, see Jer. 33:15-17; Ezek. 
34:23-24; 37:24-25 and Matt. 23:34.] 
 
This confirms Isaiah 26:9 (KJV) which says, “…When thy 
judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world 
will learn righteousness.” In other words, “when” the 
righteous standard of God’s plum-line is laid down and applied 
“in the earth,” those who live in the earth will be educated in 
the difference between right and wrong, light and darkness, good 
and evil. 
 
This is an important verse for the times we are now living in, for 
“the inhabitants” of the systems of the world and (more 
importantly) the church have strayed from righteousness 
(conformity to God’s will in word, thought and action) and are 
thus all-the-more in need of God’s judgments. As has been said, 
“There is no longer a distinguishable difference between 
Christians and non-Christians.” The dirt of the world - “the lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life” - has been 
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smeared all over the church, through worldly-minded believers 
(leaders and non-leaders alike), turning it black with sin.  
 
This is why Jude is warning us in his letter to the “Beloved,” 
against these “certain” ungodly persons; he could foresee the 
wretchedness of what the Church of Christ would become if these 
violations remained unchecked. 
 
In First Corinthians 5:1 through 6:5, Paul, an apostle of Christ, 
speaks to the church concerning a specific case of 
“fornication,” which Jude calls “lasciviousness” or 
“filthiness” (verse 4).  
 
Here are his words… 
 
1) It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality 
among you, impurity of a sort that is condemned and 
does not occur even among the heathen; for a man has 
[his own] father's wife.  
 
2) And you are proud and arrogant! And you ought 
rather to mourn (bow in sorrow and in shame) until the 
person who has done this [shameful] thing is removed 
from your fellowship and your midst!  
 
3) As for my attitude, though I am absent [from you] in 
body, I am present in spirit, and I have already decided 
and passed judgment, as if actually present,  
 
4) In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, on the man 
who has committed such a deed. When you and my own 
spirit are met together with the power of our Lord 
Jesus,  
 
5) You are to deliver this man over to Satan for physical 
discipline [to destroy carnal lusts which prompted him 
to incest], that [his] spirit may [yet] be saved in the day 
of the Lord Jesus.  
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6) [About the condition of your church] your boasting is 
not good [indeed, it is most unseemly and entirely out 
of place]. Do you not know that [just] a little leaven will 
ferment the whole lump [of dough]?  
 
7) Purge (clean out) the old leaven that you may be 
fresh (new) dough, still uncontaminated [as you are], 
for Christ, our Passover [Lamb], has been sacrificed.  
 
8) Therefore, let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, 
nor with leaven of vice and malice and wickedness, but 
with the unleavened [bread] of purity (nobility, honor) 
and sincerity and [unadulterated] truth.  
 
9) I wrote you in my [previous] letter not to associate 
[closely and habitually] with unchaste (impure) 
people—  
 
10) Not [meaning of course that you must] altogether 
shun the immoral people of this world, or the greedy 
graspers and cheats and thieves or idolaters, since 
otherwise you would need to get out of the world and 
human society altogether! 
 
11) But now I write to you not to associate with anyone 
who bears the name of [Christian] brother if he is 
known to be guilty of immorality or greed, or is an 
idolater [whose soul is devoted to any object that 
usurps the place of God], or is a person with a foul 
tongue [railing, abusing, reviling, slandering], or is a 
drunkard or a swindler or a robber. [No] you must not 
so much as eat with such a person.  
 
12) What [business] of mine is it and what right have I 
to judge outsiders? Is it not those inside [the church] 
upon whom you are to pass disciplinary judgment 
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[passing censuring sentence on them as the facts 
require]?  
 
13) God alone sits in judgment on those who are 
outside. Drive out that wicked one from among you 
[expel him from your church].  
 
6:1) Does any of you dare, when he has a matter of 
complaint against another [brother], to go to law before 
unrighteous men [men neither upright nor right with 
God, laying it before them] instead of before the saints 
(the people of God)?  
 
2) Do you not know that the saints (the believers) will 
[one day] judge and govern the world? And if the world 
[itself] is to be judged and ruled by you, are you 
unworthy and incompetent to try [such petty matters] 
of the smallest courts of justice?  
 
3) Do you not know also that we [Christians] are to 
judge the [very] angels and pronounce opinion between 
right and wrong [for them]? How much more then [as 
to] matters pertaining to this world and of this life only!  
 
4) If then you do have such cases of everyday life to 
decide, why do you appoint [as judges to lay them 
before] those who [from the standpoint] of the church 
count for least and are without standing?  
 
5) I say this to move you to shame. Can it be that there 
really is not one man among you who [in action is 
governed by piety and integrity and] is wise and 
competent enough to decide [the private grievances, 
disputes, and quarrels] between members of the 
brotherhood.” (Taken from 1 Cor. 5:1-6:5, KJV) 
 
This is a prime New Testament example of “righteous 
judgment” upon sin and the sinner (Jn. 7:24, KJV). Clearly, 
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Paul loves the sinner but hates the sin; therefore, he is willing to 
do whatever it takes to purge out all filthiness unto the 
restoration of the repentant sinner (“that the spirit may be 
saved”).  
 
[By the way, if you are interested in hearing “the rest of the 
story” from Paul’s words, concerning this specific case of 
“filthiness,” to see the fruit of judgment, and the reinstatement 
of that repentant wayward sinner mentioned in the above 
passage, go to 2 Corinthians 2:1-11.] 
 
In Revelation chapters two and three, there are seven examples 
of Jesus judging seven churches. In each case, He discerns the 
good, the bad and the ugly, praising their “good,” rebuking their 
“bad,” exposing the “ugly” and then promising a special blessing 
to “him that overcomes.” This pattern is consistent and 
provides a wise, sound, virtuous application to righteous 
judgment. 
 
The judgments of God, which are always “unto victory” 
(“…that the spirit may be saved…”), are the pure expression 
of His mercy, holiness, righteousness and truth (Matt. 12:20). 
His judgments are set upon the glorious standard of His “divine 
law,” which is “the law of the Lord” (Lk. 2:22-39); this 
“divine law” is also known as… 
 

• “The law of faith” (Rom 3:27);  

• “The law of God” (Rom. 7:22, 25; 8:7);  

• “The law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 
8:1);  

• “The law of righteousness” (Rom. 9:31); and, 

• “The law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2). 
 
Note: This righteous law is absolutely contrary to “the law of 
sin” (Rom. 7:22, 25), “the law of sin and death” (Rom. 8:2), 
and “the law of commandments” (Eph. 2:15 also Heb. 7:16). 
Interestingly, Paul spoke of “the law of my mind” (Rom. 7:23) 
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which, according to his confession throughout his epistles, 
warred constantly against the “mind” of Christ (or the “law” of 
Christ) within his heart. 
 
But concerning the basis of “judgment,” James 2:12 (Amp) 
makes a profound statement:  
 
“…Speak and…act as [people should] who are to be 
judged under the law of liberty [the moral instruction 
given by Christ, especially about love].” This is remarkable 
as it shows us the standard of Christ’s judgment: the Law of the 
liberty of His “Love” [Notice, this is not just any love - it is 
“His” love.]   
 
This law is the “measuring line” in the hand of the Lord and 
His saints, used to gauge the breadth, length, height and depth of 
Christ’s measure, or the lack thereof, in men’s hearts (Zech. 2:1-
2; Eph. 3:17-19; Rev 11:1-2; 21:15-17); this is the “plum line” used 
“to convince [rebuke and convict] all that are ungodly 
among them of all their ungodly [wicked] deeds which 
they have ungodly [impiously] committed.” 
 
You see, there is a certain “measure” that the Lord is looking 
for; it’s called “the standard height of Christ's own 
perfection, the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
the Christ and the completeness found in Him” (Eph. 
4:13, Amp). In other words, the “measure” is Christ. This is the 
all-mighty “standard” - in the Father’s mind - between 
“godliness” and “ungodliness,” that honestly reveals the degree 
of the presence or absence of the Law of Christ in ones own heart 
and life.  
 
This principle is beautifully illustrated in John 15:1-6 where 
Jesus makes a clear distinction between those who “Abide in” 
Him - who remain and live in Him - and those who do not. In 
other words, He made a difference between those who walk 
(live) “after (in) the Spirit” and those who walk (live) “after 
(in) the flesh” (Rom. 8:1; Gal. 5:25). Those who “Abide in the 
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Vine” - who live and move and have their being in the Lord - 
will produce a certain kind of “fruit.” And this type of fruit will 
possess within itself the “quality” of the Vine. This is the 
standard that the Vinedresser, the Father, is looking for. 
 
Once the “fruit” is discerned and judged for what it really is, 
judgment is met out according to the principle of Mark 4:24 
(NKJV): 
 
“…With the same measure you use, it will be measured 
to you…” 
 
This is very important, since the judgments of God are not like 
the judgments of man. Man’s brand of justice consists of 
“Diverse weights and diverse measures;” both of which 
are “an abomination (offensive) to the LORD” (Prov. 20:10, 
NKJV). Natural judges can be bribed and given certain political 
favors can compromise their once solid convictions.  
 
God’s justice is fair, unbiased and wise (Lev. 19:37; Dan. 5:27; 
Rev. 6:5). Unlike many judges, He cannot be bought, moved or 
manipulated. Righteousness and justice are the habitation of His 
throne (Ps. 89:14). 
 
The “degree” of all divine-judgment is decided according to “the 
law of sowing and reaping” which has been in operation since 
the beginning (Gen. 8:22; Gal. 6:7). 
 
Those who sow sparingly, will also reap sparingly; and those who 
sow generously will also reap generously (2 Cor 9:6; Lk. 6:38). 
Those who sow mercy will reap mercy (Matt. 5:7). Those who 
sow condemnation will reap condemnation (Matt. 7:2). Those 
who sow love will reap love. Those who sow hate will reap hate. 
Those who sow iniquity will reap calamity (Prov. 22:8). Those 
who sow to the wind will reap the whirlwind (Hos. 8:7). Those 
who sow trouble will reap the same (Job 4:8). Those who sow to 
the flesh will reap corruption; while those who sow to the Spirit 
will reap life everlasting (Gal 6:8). Why? Because the quality of 
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the seed determines the value of the harvest. [Notice, this is a 
New as well as an Old Testament principle.] 
 
The law of “sowing and reaping” is the general principle 
underlying all Divine judgment. But there is more…  
 
The judgment of God, according to Jude 14 and 15, is dissected 
into two distinct parts; the most common, according to the New 
Testament, in which we live, is Conviction while the least 
common is Execution. 
 
These two classes of judgment both fall under the heading of 
“condemnation” for all condemnation is directed toward those 
who walk and live “after the dictates of the flesh” and not 
“in Christ Jesus” or “after the dictates of the Spirit” 
(Rom. 8:1, Amp). But “conviction” and “execution” must not 
be confused with one another for they denote two entirely 
different levels of Divine condemnation; execution being the 
“last resort” when conviction has failed. 
 
Conviction: This speaks of the process of an amplified judgment 
upon the sinner, concerning their sin, which can be exercised on 
various levels of intensity. According to Jude, this deals with the 
divine method of “convincing” (rebuking and reproving) “all 
that are ungodly…of all their ungodly (wicked, impious) 
deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all 
their hard (tough, dry, severe and fierce) speeches which 
ungodly sinners (trespassers) have spoken (told or 
preached) against Him.” This Divine operation of conviction - 
implemented through a number of means - is based upon the 
Lord’s desire to bring the “wayward soul” (believer and 
unbeliever alike) into harmony with the Law of Christ. The 
primary way in which the Lord does this is through the 
“convincing power” of those who are… 
 

• “Salt” (cleansers, sanitizers and disinfectors) - Matt. 5:13; 
Mk. 9:49-50; Col. 4:6; 
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• “Light” (exposers, enlighteners and illuminators) - Matt. 
5:14-16; Lk. 1:78-79; Prov. 4:18; 6:23; 13:9; and,  

• “Witness” (living testimonies, demonstrators, evidence and 
heralds) of the Kingdom - Matt. 24:14; Jn. 1:7-8; Acts 1:8; 
4:33; 22:15; 1 Jn. 1:2. 

 
Practically speaking, the Lord can and will demonstrate, through 
His people, the rebuking of sin and the sinner in the same way 
the Early Church did it – through…  
 

• Righteous living; 

• Self-sacrifice (the word “witness” means “martyr” in Acts 
1:8);  

• Personal confrontation and/or public exposure and 
humiliation by two, three or more witnesses (Matt. 18:15-
17; 1 Cor. 13:1-10; 1 Thess. 5:14; 1 Tim. 5:20-21; Tit. 2:15);  

• Personal/public disassociation (1 Cor. 5:1-11; 2 Thess. 3:14-
15; Tit. 3:9-10); 

• Conviction, instruction and reproof through the Scriptures 
(2 Tim. 3:16-17; Tit. 1:9-14); 

• Chastisement and scourging (Heb. 12:5-11);  

• Works of supernatural power; 

• Demonic affliction (Acts 19:13-16; 1 Cor. 5:1-5); 

• Anointed preaching;  

• Divine favor with all natural and spiritual authorities. 
 
(Note: This is not an exhaustive list.) 
 
Nevertheless, if these “convincing proofs” are ignored by the 
hard-hearted sinner or “christian,” even after many personal 
attempts by the Lord to lovingly call them out of their 
wickedness, the Lord will then sovereignly resort to His final 
purgative action… 
 
Execution: This speaks of the implementation of finalized 
judgment through “the performing of damnation;” this degree of 
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punishment can be exercised on the natural and/or spiritual 
plain of life upon both the believer and non-believer. 
 
Practically speaking, this degree of judgment, though it is rare, 
can take the form of sudden, physical death (Acts 5:1-11; 12:21-
23) and/or eternal damnation. 
 
This measure of judgment is poignantly revealed in John 15:1-6 
where Jesus talks about the “cutting off” of all those branches 
that have ceased to “bear fruit” because they have ceased to 
“dwell in Him.” In verse 6, He seals His remarks in this matter 
by saying, “If a person does not dwell [abide, live] in Me 
[“in Christ Jesus,” Rom. 8:1; “in the Spirit,” Gal. 5:25], he is 
thrown out like a [broken-off] branch, and withers; 
such branches are gathered up and thrown into the fire, 
and they are burned.”  
 
This is finalized condemnation; the last resort of judgment; the 
execution; the performing of damnation.  
 
And while many read and “believe” this passage, few believe that 
God can and will actually break off, gather up, throw out and 
burn up those who do not “dwell” in Him. In their deformed 
perceptions of God’s mercy, they believe God would never cease 
to work with man until He is restored.  
 
But… 
 
Genesis 6:3 (KJV) is very clear, for the Lord says, “My spirit 
shall not always strive with man…” Granted - in His love - 
the Lord will use whatever it takes to try and bring us to genuine 
repentance, “for the Lord corrects and disciplines 
everyone whom He loves...” (Heb. 12:6, Amp). This is a 
given.  
 
In His mercy, His hand will rest heavy upon us, day and night, if 
necessary, until we acknowledge and confess our sin to Him (Ps. 
32:1-5). In His faithfulness, the Lord will afflict us (Ps. 119:75; 
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Prov. 13:24); He will “dig” and “dung” us for our good because 
He wants us to “bear fruit” (See Lk. 13:6-9, KJV). 
 
Nevertheless, since He will never overpower our freedom of 
“choice,” and “will not allow Himself to be sneered at 
(scorned, disdained, or mocked by mere pretensions or 
professions, or by His precepts being set aside),” the 
time will come when He will cease His “striving;” in this case, 
one of two things can happen: He will either remove His 
Presence from them (which could be considered Hell) or He will 
bring a final judgment upon the un-broken soul, which may 
included the destruction of their soul and body.  
 
But remember this degree of judgment is very rare, for the mercy 
of God is very great. Besides, only the Lord and His “saints,” in 
His wisdom, can truly discern the heart of men to know whether 
this is or is not necessary (See Isa. 11:1-5 - this speaks of the 
“Rod” (the Vine, Jesus) and “Branch” (the saints) of God - Jn. 
15:1-2). 
 
Despite popular religious theory, the righteous judgments of God 
are not being reserved for the future only but are now in the 
earth, being worked into our lives. In fact, the judgments of God 
have always been in the earth. As with all that the Lord does, His 
“judgments” are past, presently-progressive and future, all at 
once; in other words, His ways are like Him: eternal, without 
beginning or end. 
 
Even so, the institutional church system, in its failure to be 
relevant to the Kingdom of God, has continued in its humanistic 
toleration of sin. The unclean spirit of religious tradition has 
doled out an erroneous view of divine judgment, signifying it as 
that which is negative, when it is, in fact, a powerful 
demonstration of God’s love and mercy (Rev. 3:19). Unsanctified 
mercy - which speaks of having mercy for the things God has 
under judgment - has poisoned the minds of many believers in 
the church with a mindset that is contrary to “the mind of 
Christ.”  
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For hundreds of years, religious leaders have allowed the fear of 
man, the love of tradition, the love of money and political 
interests to make the Word (command) of God of none effect 
(Matt. 15:6; Mk. 7:9, 13; Tit. 1:14). As a result, they do not speak, 
live and minister according to the Word. To them, the “whole 
counsel” of God is a “strange thing” (Hos. 8:12, KJV). The eyes 
of their heart have been darkened to the Truth because “there is 
no light in them” (Isa. 8:20, Hos. 8:12 - KJV). Therefore, when 
they are given the opportunity to choose between God’s way and 
the easy way, they choose the easy way; to them the commands 
of God are like a restaurant buffet where they can pick and 
choose what they like, the way they like it.  
 
To say the least, this religious standpoint alone has robbed the 
Church of a much-needed “plum-line” for “sentencing” those 
who have refused to repent of their transgression(s). This is a 
shame (see 1 Cor. 6:1-5). The standard of God’s eternal Word is 
no longer viewed as the righteous rule to be lived by; nor is God’s 
Spirit consulted for His Wisdom. His justice and judgment, 
which are both the foundation of His throne, are no longer 
valued (Ps. 89:14). 
 
Consequently, the “the sentence against an evil deed” is, in 
many cases, non-existent, while at other times, it is applied as a 
mere “slap on the hand.” In addition, because of delayed 
judgment, the wicked are confirmed in their wickedness. Thus, 
we see the fulfillment of Ecclesiastes 8:11 (Nasb):  
 
“Because the sentence against an evil deed is not 
executed quickly, therefore the hearts of the sons of 
men among them are given fully to do evil.” 
 
Nevertheless, the time is coming and even now is, when the Lord 
will begin to raise up an army of holy ones who will live so purely 
before the Lord, that their lives, their example, will be the “judge, 
jury and executioner” of all ungodliness. When those who are 
pure in heart before God meet with those who are wicked, every 
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heart will be “weighed in the balance” and the Lord will meet out 
His righteous conclusions as He sees fit according to His 
sovereignty (Acts 17:31). 
 
But please understand - before we go too far in applying Divine 
judgment to the world (“the nations”), let us remember that 
Jude recited this prophecy by Enoch to further emphasize the 
wickedness of those who had “crept in unawares” as false 
leaders and brethren into the “church.”  
 
Also, Jude is using this letter to the “Beloved” to point to and 
prepare the way for those (“saints”) who will work with the 
Lord to wash away the “spots” (the heathen imagi-nations, divi-
nations, abomi-nations and denomi-nations) within the Church 
of Jesus Christ (Jude 12; see also 1 Pet. 4:17) 
 
Thus, in summary of Jude 14 and 15, the Lord and His saints - 
His “sacred, blameless, consecrated, pure and holy ones” - are 
now in the on-going process of enforcing the righteousness of 
His Divine judgment toward “all that are ungodly” (first 
within the church and then the world) for “all their ungodly 
deeds” and “all their hard speeches” which they have 
ungodly spoken against the Lord.  
 
But again, remember, Jude is placing his emphasis on those 
“certain… ungodly… brute beasts” within the assembly of 
the Church of Christ, not the ungodly sinners outside the Church. 
 
And yet there is more to these “certain…brute beasts”… 
 
 
VERSE 16) These are murmurers [grumblers, Strong’s # 
1113], complainers [blamers, quarrelers, Strong’s # 3202], 
walking after their own lusts [the forbidden desires and 
longings of the heart, Strong’s # 1939]; and their mouth 
speaketh [preacheth, telleth, Strong’s # 2980] great swelling 
[great bulging, insolent, Strong’s # 5246] words, having 
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men’s persons in admiration [marvel and wonder, Strong’s 
# ] because of advantage [profit, Strong’s # 5622]. 
 
The Amplified Bible say that “These are inveterate 
murmurers (grumblers) who complain [of their lot in 
life], going after their own desires [controlled by their 
passions]; their talk is boastful and arrogant, [and they 
claim to] admire men's persons and pay people 
flattering compliments to gain advantage.” 
 
The New Living Translation speaks of “these people” as 
“grumblers and complainers, doing whatever evil they 
feel like. They are loudmouthed braggarts, and they 
flatter others to get favors in return.” 
 
The Message Bible says “These are the ‘grumpers,’ the 
bellyachers, grabbing for the biggest piece of the pie, 
talking big, saying anything they think will get them 
ahead.” 
 
This is a vivid description well worth our attention.  
 
Notice how Jude portrays them - as “murmurers” and 
“complainers;” grumblers and blamers; moaners and 
quarrelers.  
 
What is their motivation? “Their own lusts” - their own 
desires.  
 
And what is their method in achieving their goal? To speak 
“great swelling words.”  
 
And what is the result? Human admiration, pomp and profit.  
 
S. Maxwell Coder adds, “The Church will be without excuse if it 
fails to recognize apostates when they appear. Over and over 
again Jude uses the plainest of language to describe them. What 
are they like? ‘These…defile the flesh,’ ‘these rail at whatsoever 
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things they know not,’ ‘these are murmurers,’ ‘these are they 
who make separations.’ The inspired writer draws portrait 
after portrait. He boldly writes a title beneath each one, 
beginning with the word ‘these,’ and clearly depicting 
outstanding characteristics of apostates so that we shall know 
them for what they are whenever we find them creeping in 
among the saints…Again three earmarks are set before us of the 
falling away which had begun in the early Church. Verse 16 
contains three descriptive terms which bring to mind that which 
has gone before. These are murmurers, reminding us of the 
murmuring of the people of Israel. These are complainers, and 
we recall the angels’ dissatisfaction with the place given to them 
by God. These are walking after their lusts, bringing to 
remembrance the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah.” 
 
Now, let’s break this verse down, piece by piece… 
 
“These are murmurers, complainers” -- Who are “these” 
people? They are “certain ungodly” men and women who 
sneak into the assembly of Christ and pose as “believers;” in fact, 
they make up the majority of today’s “church.” And it is apparent 
for there are more murmurers and complainers then content 
lovers of God. Like the Pharisees and Saducees of old, who 
habitually complained against the Truth (Lk. 5:30; 15:2; 19:7), 
changing it to their fancy, their glasses are never half-full but 
always half empty. And we shouldn’t be surprised, for the tares 
will always murmur against the wheat (Jn. 6:41). In fact, the 
Lord’s very own “disciples” will murmur (and even sometimes 
leave) when He speaks Truth that is hard to swallow (Jn. 6:61, 
66).  
 
But why do they murmur? Because they refuse to find 
contentment in the only One Who can fill them with peace, 
purpose and joy. 
 
On another note - Have you ever noticed that it is impossible to 
obey the voice of God, to actually follow Him, and murmur at the 
same time? Well, according to Psalm 106:25, these two ways of 
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life are polar opposites to one another and cannot be mixed 
together. The Lord is looking for those who will abandon their 
whole life to Him, without fear or doubt in His power, to pull 
them through into untold glory. 
 
Consequently, murmuring and complaining have always had one 
end - death - for it is the end-result of being disconnected from 
pure and simple trust in the Lord who says, “Do all things 
without grumbling and…complaining…and questioning 
and doubting [among yourselves]” (1 Cor. 10:10; Phil 2:14). 
 
Remember, Jude is describing, in no uncertain terms, a 
“certain” class of “believer,” who are filthy at the core. They are 
peddlers of a “common” (unclean, profane) salvation because 
their hearts, as we have seen, are common, unclean and foul. 
Remember, we always speak and do what is in our hearts.  
 
Murmuring and complaining is no sin of minor importance and 
is therefore no mere weakness of the flesh. It is one of the traits 
of apostasy and reveals actual unbelief. Those who murmur, 
doubt the Lord, and those who complain, find fault with Him as 
they are dissatisfied with their lot. In either case, those who 
murmur and complain refuse to trust the Lord in His sovereign 
will and plan and will therefore find fault with all that does not 
meet their own personal will.  
 
Jude goes on to write… 
 
“These are…walking after their own lusts” -- The key 
words here are “their own” - this is what stands out. 
Remember, lust, itself, can be a good thing if it is directed toward 
righteousness but when it is “our own” lusts that drive us to 
“walk” (live) “after” them, we are surely headed for trouble. 
Those who live and walk “after” the Spirit, will never fulfill the 
lusts of “their own” flesh, for their focus will be what steers 
them (Gal. 5:16, 24, 25; 1 Thess. 4:5; 1 Pet. 1:14; 4:2). As aliens 
and foreigners in this world, who are in the world but not of it, 
they will think, talk and live as those who are peculiar (1 Pet. 
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2:11-12). As those who honor the Lord, they will live for Him and 
not themselves, for they will seek His pleasure and not “their 
own” (2 Pet. 2:10). 
 
Those who are slaves to “their own lusts” are easy to discern. 
Second Timothy 4:3-4 makes it plain: “…The time is coming 
when [people] will not tolerate (endure) sound and 
wholesome instruction, but, having ears itching [for 
something pleasing and gratifying], they will gather to 
themselves one teacher after another to a considerable 
number, chosen to satisfy their own liking (“their own 
lusts”) and to foster the errors they hold, and will turn 
aside from hearing the truth and wander off into myths 
and man-made fictions.” When anyone or anything crosses 
(brings the Cross to) their path - that does not please “their” 
liking - they will scoff, ridicule and mock (Jude 18); then, they 
will run to find what meets “their” need - this is “their” mode 
of operation. 
 
Again, Jude is not speaking, necessarily, of those who are 
“unsaved” or disconnected from the Church. Rather, He is 
speaking of those who have heard and understood the living 
Word of Christ but have allowed “the lusts of other things” to 
enter in and choke out the Seed of His Word, making it fruitless 
(Mk. 4:18-19); as a result, the dealings of the Lord are arrested 
short of regeneration, causing their lives to become carnal, 
worldly and lustful.  
 
Jude’s goes on to say that… 
 
“Their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having 
men’s persons in admiration because of advantage” -- 
This is very disturbing for this is “how” and “why” they talk. 
With their words, they deceive, flatter and mislead anyone and 
everyone for profit. They speak what they think others want to 
hear for one reason: to advance themselves - financially, socially, 
ecclesiastically, politically, economically, professionally, etc. 
Sure, they’ll be your friend, but for a price that suits their 
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agenda(s). [Note: there is not one positive reference to “flattery” 
in all of Scripture.] 
 
Concerning this statement, S. Maxwell Coder adds – “Anyone 
who has listened to the pompous utterances of a modern 
apostate religious leader needs little comment upon this 
passage of Scripture…The context of II Peter 2:18, where the 
same expression is found, best interprets Jude’s meaning. Those 
who give voice to great swelling words, ‘have forsaken the right 
way, and are gone astray’ (II Pet. 2:15)…His [Jude’s] terrible 
words should put any child of God on guard against such men, 
because they are like sick dogs. They are like sows wallowing in 
mud. They are unclean and vile in the sight of our holy God. 
Their great swelling words should be regarded as of no more 
value than the howling of a dog, or the squealing of a pig, as 
compared with the ‘form of sound words’ found in the Bible 
which they have not found worthy of their attention…These 
arrogant boasters have little respect for the Scripture of Truth, 
but they are found ‘showing respect of persons for the sake of 
advantage.’ It is a striking fact that this phrase is associated 
with the other, in view of the common practice among men of 
the world of fawning upon each other with swelling words of 
adulation and praise in the expectation of gaining some 
advantage thereby. This sorry spectacle is witnessed upon the 
platform, when one man introduces another to an 
audience…When this practice invades the Church, believers 
have the right to think that the days of apostasy have come.” 
 
Certainly, there has always been some sacrifice of sincerity and 
truth in the non-Christian world in the effort to gain advantage 
through favoritism; but when it becomes a common occurrence 
among religious leaders, dark days are upon us. Professionalism 
and political-interests will then have replaced the call and 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Selfish gain through the flattery of 
“church leaders” will be sought by schemers desiring a certain 
pulpit, a coveted position of leadership or a higher salary.  
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“The occupants of many pulpits will be better known for 
swelling words about subjects foreign to the Gospel than for 
sober words about the glad tidings of salvation, and the 
selection of the occupants of these pulpits will be based upon 
methods given advantage to flattery and favoritism more than 
methods which seek the mind of the Holy Spirit…such men will 
encourage the use of swelling words in place of sound words; 
they will introduce policies which will make personal or 
ecclesiastical favor the criterion in the choice of leadership” (S. 
Maxwell Coder). 
 
“For uttering loud boasts of folly, they beguile and lure 
with lustful desires of the flesh…” (2 Pet. 2:18, AMP).  
 
Remember, Jude is talking about “ungodly” believers (leaders 
and non-leaders alike) in the church. In First Timothy 6:5 
(AMP), Paul warned Timothy of those “who imagine that 
godliness or righteousness is a source of profit [a 
moneymaking business, a means of livelihood].” Paul 
understood the danger of this kind of mindset which is why He 
concluded His warning by saying, “From such withdraw.” In 
other words, “keep away from those who use religious form for 
financial gain; steer clear of those who use faith to get rich.” 
[See Isa. 56:10-11; Acts 20:30] 
 
I remember meeting these kinds of “ministers” when I was a 
personal banker for one of our local financial institutions. Of 
course, not all of the ministers were phony, but most of them 
were. When they came into my office to set up accounts, their 
words and actions showed that they were not truly called by God 
at all; rather they were self-appointed for reasons that were 
obvious: They were interested in the reputation, honor, power 
and money that came with being a “reverend”, “pastor” or 
“bishop” (See Matt. 23:1-33). They would often drive up in their 
BMWs or Mercedes’ and dress in fancy outfits but did not carry 
the Presence of the Lord with them. When a topic of 
conversation would come up that related to the Scriptures, they 
would oftentimes get that “deer-caught-in-head-lights” look 
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because they were oblivious to the Scriptures that were brought 
up. At other times, I would say or do certain things that would 
test the quality of their character and would quickly catch a 
glimpse into who they really were – self-seekers who imagined 
that “godliness or righteousness is a source of profit [a 
moneymaking business, a means of livelihood].” 
 
Again, not all ministers are like this but most are. Why else 
would Jude and his fellow servants in the Gospel give such 
strong warnings regarding them. Peter, Paul and Jude, along 
with the other apostles, understood the dangers surrounding 
these kinds of “Christian leaders” and wrote about them - often - 
in order to warn God’s children of their poison.  
 
There are many who have buried their heads in the sand of a 
false, religious world and cry out, “Peace, peace,” when there is 
no peace. In their eyes, all is well but this is because they are 
blind and deaf to Satan’s devices.  
 
Jude did not write this letter to the beloved of God in order to 
cause division but rather to protect the people of God from those 
“ungodly persons” and “dreamers” (“false leaders” and 
“false brethren”) who were sown into the Church, by the enemy, 
to draw people to a “common salvation” (v. 3), perverted 
grace (v. 4), “the way of Cain…the error of Balaam, 
and…[the] rebellion…of Korah” (v.11).  
 
So, instead of getting offended when we are warned and 
corrected, let us heed the warnings. 
 
Jude goes on to say… 
 
 
VERSE 17 & 18) But, beloved, remember ye the words 
which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; how that they told you there should be 
mockers [scoffers, deriders, false teachers, jeerers, Strong’s # 
1703] in the last [utmost, farthest, lowest, latter, end, Strong’s 
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# 2078] time [season, space, Strong’s # 5550], who should 
walk [live, Strong’s # 4198] after their own ungodly [wicked, 
impious, Strong’s # 763] lusts [longings, desires, Strong’s # 
1939]. 
 
Let’s re-read verse 18 in the Amplified: “…In the last days (in 
the end time) there will be scoffers [who seek to gratify 
their own unholy desires], following after their own 
ungodly passions.” 
 
And now for the Message Bible: “In the last days there will 
be people who don’t take these things seriously 
anymore. They’ll treat them like a joke, and make a 
religion of their own whims and lusts.” 
 
As we have seen, so far, Jude is pouring out his heart, 
desperately trying to awaken the beloved of God to the acts of the 
apostates in their midst. Out of pure love, he is working to 
remind his readers of that which has, most likely, been long 
forgotten; that the apostles have, themselves, warned us many 
times of these kinds of last-day “believers.” If you listen carefully, 
you will hear the deep-seeded love and concern in his voice as he 
stirs up our pure minds by way of remembrance (2 Pet. 3:1). 
 
Concerning these “mockers in the last time, who…walk 
after their own ungodly lusts,” the Scriptures have much to 
say: 
 
In his letters to Timothy, Paul gave several serious warnings…  
 
“…In latter times some will turn away from the faith, 
giving attention to deluding and seducing spirits and 
doctrines that demons teach, through the hypocrisy and 
pretensions of liars whose consciences are seared 
(cauterized).” (1 Tim. 4:1-2, AMP) 
 
“…In the last days will come (set in) perilous times of 
great stress and trouble [hard to deal with and hard to 



Jude ~ a Prophetic Message ~ Page 73 of 90  

bear]. For people will be lovers of self and [utterly] self-
centered, lovers of money and aroused by an inordinate 
[greedy] desire for wealth, proud and arrogant and 
contemptuous boasters. They will be abusive 
(blasphemous, scoffing), disobedient to parents, 
ungrateful, unholy and profane. [They will be] without 
natural [human] affection (callous and inhuman), 
relentless (admitting of no truce or appeasement); 
[they will be] slanderers (false accusers, 
troublemakers), intemperate and loose in morals and 
conduct, uncontrolled and fierce, haters of good. [They 
will be] treacherous [betrayers], rash, [and] inflated 
with self-conceit. [They will be] lovers of sensual 
pleasures and vain amusements more than and rather 
than lovers of God. For [although] they hold a form of 
piety (true religion), they deny and reject and are 
strangers to the power of it [their conduct belies the 
genuineness of their profession]. Avoid [all] such 
people [turn away from them].” (2 Tim. 3:1-5, AMP)  
 
In Second Peter, we find further warnings concerning these 
“mockers” (false teachers) that Jude speaks of:  
 
“…There will be false teachers among yourselves, who 
will subtly and stealthily introduce heretical doctrines 
(destructive heresies), even denying and disowning the 
Master Who bought them, bringing upon themselves 
swift destruction.” (2 Peter 2:1, AMP) 
 
These “mockers” (scoffers) are the corrupt “[empty-headed] 
fools” of Psalms 14:1 who say “No” to God and thus “walk 
after their own whims and lusts.”  
 
The message of verse 18 is simple: There are “mockers” (phony 
teachers), in the Church, of a “considerable number,” 
scoffing at the sound Truth of Christ. They are “false teachers,” 
deceived by seducing demons, who “stealthily” preach a 
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“common salvation” that contradicts and opposes the 
genuine faith of Jesus Christ (Jude 3). 
 
And you know what? Many of God’s people “love to have it so” 
(Jer. 5:31). I am reminded of Second Timothy 4:3-4 (AMP) 
where Paul warned his son of this deadly, spiritual epidemic:  
 
“…The time is coming when [people] will not tolerate 
(endure) sound and wholesome instruction, but, having 
ears itching [for something pleasing and gratifying], 
they will gather to themselves one teacher after another 
to a considerable number, chosen to satisfy their own 
liking and to foster the errors they hold, and will turn 
aside from hearing the truth and wander off into myths 
and man-made fictions.” 
 
Concerning this passage of Scripture, A. W. Tozer adds a few 
thoughts:  
 
“In the church many are lovers of pleasure more than lovers of 
God. If you do not like what I am saying, I want to ask you 
something. Think about the company you run with. What do 
they talk about most? God and the love of God, or other things? 
You decide that. Many Christians today will not endure sound 
doctrine. Paul described these people as having ‘itching ears’ 
(2 Tim. 4:3). They did not like sound doctrine, but they were 
Christians. They called themselves Christians, but their ears 
were itchy. A commentator I read some years back explained 
this. In Paul's day the pigs had a disease called ‘itching ears.’ 
The symptom was that their ears got inflamed and itched 
terribly. The only way they could get relief from these inflamed 
ears was to go to a pile of rocks and rub their ears earnestly 
and vigorously. The stones scratched their ears for the time 
being. Paul saw that, smiled a sad smile and said, ‘I am running 
into Christians here and there who are just like that. They love 
pleasure more than God and will not endure sound doctrine. 
They have itching ears so they will be eager for something else 
beside sound doctrine and holy ways. They will pile up teachers 
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everywhere and rub their ears for dear life.’ That is a most 
dramatic and colorful illustration. A lot of so-called Christians 
have to have piles of rocks to rub their ears. They will not 
endure sound doctrine. I think that is a description of the 
churches, Protestant and Evangelical. In the light of New 
Testament predictions, teachings and standards, is what I just 
said about the prevailing religious mood untrue? Is what I have 
said about the prevailing religious mood uncharitable? Is it 
extreme? I do not think it is, but I only ask you to do one thing: 
Look around you and look in your own heart. See which of these 
pictures describes the churches you know.” 
 
This is a very serious issue; one that can be deadly to the 
purposes of Christ in the lives of His people if not checked early 
and purged out of the church by those who have spiritual 
foresight, wisdom and compassion. 
 
Hopefully, you can see why Jude is so passionate in his letter to 
the “Beloved.” He isn’t holding back because he doesn’t want 
the people of God to say they “didn’t know.” He’s exposed the 
apostate nature, mindset and ministry of those who are false 
believers in the midst of God’s family.  
 
But Jude isn’t finished; there’s more to these “lustful, last-day 
mockers”… 
 
 
VERSE 19) These be they who separate [disjoin, Strong’s # 
592] themselves, sensual [sensitive to the lower, bestial, 
natural nature, Strong’s # 5591], having not the Spirit 
[Christ’s supernatural, Holy Spirit, Strong’s # 4151]. 
 
Let’s re-view this verse in the… 
 
The Amplified Bible: “It is these who are [agitators] setting 
up distinctions and causing divisions - merely sensual 
[creatures, carnal, worldly-minded people], devoid of 
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the [Holy] Spirit and destitute of any higher spiritual 
life.” 
 
The New Living Translation: “Now they are here, and they 
are the ones who are creating divisions among you. 
They live by natural instinct because they do not have 
God's Spirit living in them.” 
 
Martin Luther translated the phrase “they who separate 
themselves” as “those who make factions.” 
 
What does Jude mean when he speaks of those “who separate 
themselves” or “make factions”?  
 
Jude was speaking of a certain kind of “division” or “faction” that 
can be applied on several levels: 
 

1) Relationally - One or all of the following are often enforced 
by true apostates:  

a. On one level, “these” litigious believers were setting 
themselves apart from the rest, elevating themselves 
above the rest. This is especially prevalent among 
“leaders” who think they are superior because they 
are “leaders” – this is “hierarchal division” between 
“leaders” and “non-leaders.”  

b. On another level, “these” contentious people were 
causing divisions between other believers, pitting one 
individual against another, spreading viruses of 
agitation throughout the Body of Christ. This can also 
take the form of setting one or more denominations 
against another, showing favor to one over another, 
thereby causing factions – this is “horizontal division” 
between “man and man.” 

c. Also, “these” certain apostates tend to put a 
separation between the Lord and His people by 
shutting up the Kingdom of Heaven in men’s faces, 
disallowing those who are about to enter to do so 
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(Matt. 23:13) – this is “vertical division” between 
“God and man.” 

2) Doctrinally - This takes place when “these” counterfeit 
believers use points of doctrine, theology or certain pet or 
exotic concepts to contend with other believers – 
generating agitations and divisions.  

a. Concerning Jude’s statement about those who 
“separate themselves,” S. Maxwell Coder adds: “It 
may be transliterated, ‘They who bring about 
divisions because of borderlines, or limits’…[this] 
reference is to limits which God has set up in His 
Word…men sin when they overstep these divine 
limits…” An apostate is one who ignores and defies 
the borderlines and limits of God’s holy Word and, as 
a result, causes divisions within the Church of Jesus 
Christ. 

 
But why do they cause such divisions? What would possess them 
to act so wickedly? Well, the answer is quite simple, as Jude 
made very clear:  
 
“These” ungodly, last-day mockers are, as Jude states, 
“sensual, having not the Spirit;” they are dominated by and 
living after the laws their own natural senses, their “own 
desire” (Prov. 18:1) – such as a “desire” to be superior in rank, 
position, understanding, knowledge or spirituality, just to name 
a few. And how do we know this? Because their thoughts, words 
and actions reflect a heart that is contrary to and literally at war 
with the Spirit and Word of Christ. In short, these false brethren 
are “devoid of the [Holy] Spirit and destitute of any 
higher spiritual life.” 
  
With that said, Jude now changes gears as he speaks to 
encourage the “beloved” of God…after all this “hardness” he 
softens the tone… 
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VERSE 20) But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on 
[rearing yourselves upon, Strong’s # 2026] your most holy 
[sanctified, saintly, consecrated, most sacred, blameless, Strong’s 
# 41] faith [persuasion, credence, conviction, reliance, 
assurance, fidelity, Strong’s # 4102], praying [wishing and 
worshipping, Strong’s # 4336] in the Holy Ghost. 
 
The Amplified Bible says, “But you, beloved, build 
yourselves up [founded] on your most holy faith [make 
progress, rise like an edifice higher and higher], 
praying in the Holy Spirit.” 
 
The New Living Translation says, “But you, dear friends, 
must continue to build your lives on the foundation of 
your holy faith. And continue to pray as you are 
directed by the Holy Spirit.” 
 
As you may have noticed, Jude has outlined (in verses 4 through 
19) many characteristics concerning these wolves in sheep’s 
clothing that have “crept in unawares” among the people of 
Christ. Throughout each verse, he has focused on a certain crowd 
called “These” (v. 19) – speaking of those who are false 
brethren. 
 
And yet now in verse 20, he shifts gears by saying, “But ye,” 
speaking to the “Beloved.” 
 
From this point on, Jude proceeds to exalt, through 
encouragement, the “Beloved” as they fight the good fight of 
faith, through prayer, love, mercy, compassion and 
righteousness. 
 
As we see in verse 20, Jude is speaking of “building up 
yourselves on your most holy faith.” This statement is a 
counterpart to what he said in verse 3: 
 
“Contend (fight, struggle and strive) for the faith.” So we see 
that building and fighting are both essential to the overall fitness 
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of our faith in the Lord. If we do one without the other, our faith 
will lose its “most” holy (wholly) quality and will be mediocre, 
at best; as a result, it will be easy prey to those who peddle a 
“common (unholy) salvation.” 
 
But let us define “this faith” within the context of Jude’s whole 
message.  
 
Throughout this book, Jude has been warning us about those 
who are, quite frankly, unfaithful to the Lord in a way that is 
“most unholy.” And yet now, he is calling God’s people to a place 
of “most holy faith.”  
 
This truly is the center and circumference of Jude’s letter to the 
Body of Christ. 
 
This “most holy faith,” of which Jude writes, speaks of the 
“leaning of the entire human personality on God in 
absolute trust and confidence in His power, wisdom 
and goodness” (1 Tim. 1:4; 2 Tim. 1:5, Amp). But wait… 
 
“This” kind of faith is about far more than trust or belief. This 
“most holy faith” speaks of… 
 
A “most” sincere fidelity (dedication and commitment) to the 
Lord; a “most” sacred loyalty and faithfulness to our Beloved 
Husband.  
 
In other words, “this faith” represents a spiritual devotion to 
Christ beyond the norm that can only be proven by the 
expression of loving obedience to His will and pleasure - even 
unto death (James 2:22).  
 
But in light of Jude’s message, he knows it is possible to fall away 
into apostasy when unfaithful apostates surround you in every 
way within the church. This is why he says, “Contend for the 
faith which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3, 
KJV). This degree of contention is, by its very nature, violent for 
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it literally speaks of “fighting till the last drop of blood” for the 
faith; therefore, it merits a focus that blocks out all that is not 
singularly profitable for ones spiritual development and purpose 
(1 Cor. 10:23).  
 
Within the context of what Jude is writing in this verse, he points 
to “praying in the Holy Spirit” as being a powerful way to 
“make progress.” In the Amplified Bible, he says that when we 
pray under the direction of the Spirit, we will “rise like an 
edifice higher and higher” (See Eph. 2:29).  
  
In First Cor 14:4 (Amp), Paul makes a similar statement: “He 
who speaks in a [strange] tongue edifies and improves 
(develops, raises, builds) himself…” [For further study on this 
topic see, Rom. 8:15-16; 26-27; 1 Cor. 14:15, 26; Gal. 4:6; Eph. 
6:18] 
 
In Acts 20:32 we find another means to building our most holy 
faith – Paul, the apostle, in his farewell address to the church in 
Ephesus, said, “…I commend you to the Word of His 
grace…it is able to build you up…” (Amp). This principle is 
laid out plainly in Romans 10:17: Faith comes from hearing the 
living Word of God. This has nothing to do with merely reading 
the Bible for the letter, by itself, kills (2 Cor. 3:6); instead, this 
“hearing” deals with the impartation of His living Word from His 
heart directly into ours during times of concentrated fellowship 
with the Lord – alone with Him.  
 
But to what extent are we to “improve”? To what degree are we 
to “rise like an edifice higher and higher”? Well, the 
answer is found in Ephesians 4:13; with the aid of God’s good 
gifts and His Body (1 Thess. 5:11), we are to develop “until we 
all attain oneness in the faith and in the comprehension 
of the [full and accurate] knowledge of the Son of God, 
that [we might arrive] at really mature manhood (the 
completeness of personality which is nothing less than 
the standard height of Christ's own perfection), the 
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measure of the stature of the fullness of the Christ and 
the completeness found in Him.” 
 
This is the end-product of our faith for which we are to 
“contend.” This is goal for those who “build themselves up on 
their most holy faith.” 
 
This is Jude’s passion – that Christ would have a people who 
have their roots firmly and deeply planted in Him, fixed and 
founded in Him, “being continually built up in Him, 
becoming increasingly more confirmed and established 
in the faith…” (Col. 2:7, Amp). 
 
Which is why he goes on to say to the “Beloved”… 
 
 
VERSE 21) Keep [guard, hold, withhold, watch over, Strong’s # 
5083] yourselves in the love of God, looking for 
[accepting, allowing for and taking, Strong’s # 4327] the mercy 
of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 
 
The Amplified Bible says, “Guard and keep yourselves in 
the love of God; expect and patiently wait for the mercy 
of our Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah) - [which will 
bring you] unto life eternal.” 
 
The New Living Translation says, “Live in such a way that 
God’s love can bless you as you wait for the eternal life 
that our Lord Jesus Christ in his mercy is going to give 
you.” 
 
This is Jude’s advice for those who truly love the Lord but are 
plagued by the ungodly company of false, faithless “believers” 
who masquerade as true “Christians.” As Jude mentions in verse 
1, He is addressing those who are “kept for Jesus Christ;” but 
now he is spurring them on in their walk with the Lord in a very 
specific way - urging them, with fiery zeal, to do their part, to 
“keep themselves in the love of God.”  
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When Jude wrote, “Keep yourselves in the love of God, 
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 
eternal life,” he was referring to those who “abide” in His love 
and are, thus, “looking,” with love, to respond rightly to His 
active mercy (love), which is the manifestation of His coming 
(His manifest Presence) (Titus 2:13).  
 
This confirms John 14:21 (Amp), where Jesus says, “The 
person who has My commands and keeps (guards and 
holds to) them is the one who [really] loves Me; and 
whoever [really] loves Me will be loved by My Father, 
and I [too] will love him and will show (reveal, 
manifest) Myself to him. [I will let Myself be clearly 
seen by him and make Myself real to him.].” Those who 
keep themselves in the love of God will continue in Him and will 
thus enjoy the manifestation (revealing) of His personal 
Presence.  
 
But how does one “keep” himself in the love of God? By keeping 
the Lord’s commandments – this is what Jesus said: “If you 
keep My commandments, you will abide in My love” (Jn. 
15:10).  
 
What are His commandments? This is very simple, yet 
important. They are, “…Love the Lord your God with ALL 
your heart and with ALL your soul and with ALL your 
mind (intellect). [Deut 6:5.] This is the GREAT (MOST 
important, principal) and FIRST commandment. And 
the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
[you do] yourself. [Lev 19:18]” (Matt 22:37-39, Amp). 
 
When he tells us to “keep” ourselves in God’s love, he is telling 
us to guard our hearts with all diligence (Prov 4:23) - this is very 
serious. In the midst of great apostasy, when the masses of 
Christendom are falling away from the faith, abandoning the 
Lord, we must be willing to “hold” to our first love against all 
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odds unto the moment of divine intervention where He lifts us 
into the life of His love.  
 
Notice, Jude did not say, “Keep on loving God.” Rather, he said, 
“Keep yourself IN the love of God.” There is a big difference here 
as Jude is not speaking of our love for Him, as much as He is 
speaking  of His love as it is – a place and reality in which to live, 
move and have our being as we await His appearing. 
 
It is from this vantage point – of living in God’s own love – that 
Jude calls us to the following… 
 
 
VERSE 22) And of some have compassion [mercy, Strong’s 
# 1653], making a difference. 
 
The Amplified Bible says, “And refute [so as to] convict 
some who dispute with you, and on some have mercy 
who waver and doubt.” 
 
The New Living Translation says, “Show mercy to those 
whose faith is wavering.” 
 
Young’s Literal Translation says, “And to some be kind, 
judging thoroughly.” 
 
Jude is offering valuable advice to the “Beloved,” encouraging 
them to “judge between sheep and sheep, between the 
rams and the great he-goats [the malicious and the 
tyrants of the pasture]” (Ezek. 34:17, AMP). 
 
There are many who say that we cannot and should not “judge,” 
but if we understand that righteous judgment speaks of 
discerning good from evil, then we will know that “making a 
difference (or distinction),” as Jude stated, “between sheep 
and sheep,” will “make a difference.” In other words, it is 
vitally important that we “know” (discern, judge) those who 
labor among us (1 Thess. 5:12; 1 Cor. 5:12). 
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According to Jude, it is essential that the people of God make a 
distinction (judgment) between those who “need” compassion 
(i.e. Gal. 6:1; Heb. 6:4-7; Jam. 5:19-20; 1 Jn. 5:16-18) and those 
who “need” to be rebuked (i.e. Heb. 6:8); and there is a big 
difference, in God’s mind, between what one “needs” and what 
one “wants.” 
 
When Jude wrote – “And of some have compassion, 
making a difference” – he was literally stating that “some” 
need to be given mercy, while others need to be judged 
(convicted, confronted, rebutted, refuted, disapproved); in other 
words, those who are wise should “know the difference” between 
when it is appropriate to “have compassion” on “some,” and 
when it is not. Again, as the Amplified Bible says, “…Refute [so 
as to] convict some…and on some have mercy.”  
 
[Notice: If we take into account the context of this book, we can 
plainly see that the Holy Spirit (through Jude) is not talking 
about how the “Beloved” are to deal with the “unsaved,” but 
rather the “saved” “who dispute with you” or “who waver 
and doubt” (See 1 Cor. 5:12). If Jude were alive today and were 
to restate this verse, this is what it would sound like: “If you 
come into contact with a confessing believer who disputes with 
you or whose faith is wavering, this is how you should deal with 
them: Refute and convict some and have mercy on others – But 
seek the mind of Christ so you will know when to do what.”] 
 
So, as you can see, there is a time to give compassion and there is 
a time to withhold compassion - “To every thing there is a 
season, and a time to every purpose under the 
heaven…a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that 
which is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a 
time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to 
weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time 
to dance; a time to cast away stones, and a time to 
gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to 
refrain from embracing; a time to get, and a time to 
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lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; a time to 
rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a 
time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time 
of war, and a time of peace” (Eccl. 3:1-8, KJV). 
 
If we are not careful to “judge thoroughly” (as Young’s Literal 
Translation states), we will find ourselves ministering with an 
unsanctified heart and bad timing; it is vitally important, 
therefore, that God’s ministers supply that which is “needed,” 
and not necessarily “wanted,” at the proper time. Otherwise, 
compassion, mercy and kindness will be given when the opposite 
is actually “needed” according to the wise counsel of Christ.  
 
If we “judge thoroughly,” thereby “making a difference,” we 
will apply the proper antidote to each situation, with the right 
spirit at the right time, giving compassion, mercy and kindness 
to “some” and judgment to “some.” By doing this, in absolute 
unconditional obedience to the Lord, we will be working in 
perfect harmony with the Lord in His purposes. 
 
Selah. 
  
Jude continues… 
 
 
VERSE 23) And others save [heal, preserve, make whole, 
deliver, protect, Strong’s # 4982] with fear [exceeding terror, 
alarm and fright, Strong’s # 5401], pulling [plucking, catching, 
seizing, taking, (by force), Strong’s # 726] them out of the fire 
[fiery fire, Strong’s # 4442]; hating [detesting, loathing, 
Strong’s # 3404] even the garment [clothes, shirt, tunic or 
coat, Strong’s # 5509] spotted [soiled, defiled, stained, 
blemished, disgraced, Strong’s # 4695 & 4696] by the flesh 
[carnal mind, human nature, fleshly, Strong’s # 4561]. 
 
The Amplified Bible says, “[Strive to] save others, 
snatching [them] out of [the] fire; on others take pity 
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[but] with fear, loathing even the garment spotted by 
the flesh and polluted by their sensuality. [Zech 3:2-4.]” 
 
The New Living Translation says, “Rescue others by 
snatching them from the flames of judgment. There are 
still others to whom you need to show mercy, but be 
careful that you aren't contaminated by their sins.” 
 
The New International Version says, “Snatch others from the 
fire and save them; to others show mercy, mixed with 
fear - hating even the clothing stained by corrupted 
flesh.” 
 
The Wuest Translations says that we are to hate “even the 
undergarment completely defiled by the flesh.” 
 
This, again, requires us to “make a difference” in all 
circumstances, with all men, so that we can “judge thoroughly” 
what is “needed” in due season. 
 
According to verse 22 and 23, there are various ways to deal with 
certain people:  
 
Refute (convict) some…have mercy on some…snatch some (from 
the fire)…take pity, with fear, on some. But in all of this, we are 
to know what the right response is and when it should be 
applied; but this starts with discerning the hearts of those who 
are involved. Paul understood this for he commanded the 
Thessalonians to “know” (discern, both personally and 
eternally) those who labor among them (1 Thess. 5:12). 
 
When Jude said, “On others take pity [but] with fear,” he 
was literally encouraging the remnant to possess a healthy 
respect for these matters of personal ministry toward others, 
especially toward those who are in sin or apostate.  
 
As for us, this “fear” must fully possess and control our lives as 
it is grounded in the fear of the Lord Himself.  
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Proverbs 8:13 (KJV) says, “The fear (reverence, fright and 
dread, Strong’s # 3374) of the Lord is to (utterly and 
personally, Strong’s # 8130) hate evil…” 
 
Those who love Him, will also fear Him and “hate every false 
way” – even the clothing stained by corruption (Ps. 119:104, 
KJV). Their love for Jesus will fill them with a personal contempt 
for all that offends Him. This is the same attitude that Jesus 
Himself had, toward His Father. 
 
“In the days of His flesh [Jesus] offered up definite, 
special petitions [for that which He not only wanted but 
needed] and supplications with strong crying and tears 
to Him Who was [always] able to save Him [out] from 
death, and He was heard because of His reverence 
toward God [His godly fear, His piety, in that He 
shrank from the horrors of separation from the bright 
presence of the Father].” (Hebrews 5:7, Amp) 
 
Paul, the apostle, exhorts us along these lines… 
 
“…Work out (cultivate, carry out to the goal, and fully 
complete) your own salvation with reverence and awe 
and trembling (self-distrust, with serious caution, 
tenderness of conscience, watchfulness against 
temptation, timidly shrinking from whatever might 
offend God and discredit the name of Christ).” (Phil. 2:12, 
Amp) 
 
Those who truly care about the Lord do not want to hurt Him or 
break His heart, because, while He is almighty, He is still a 
Person. Jesus Himself knew it was possible to grieve His Father 
to such an extent that He could be separated from His brilliant 
Presence. Therefore, He lived every moment of every day with 
that Presence in mind. Let us do the same by “timidly 
shrinking from whatever might offend God” and discredit 
His pure and holy name. And let us be careful that we do not 
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trust ourselves too much. There are ways that “seem” right and 
appear straight before us, but the result is death, not life (Prov. 
14:12). There are many ideals, opinions and feelings, within our 
hearts, that are contrary to the heart of God so let us take every 
step “with serious caution, tenderness of conscience” 
and “watchfulness against temptation,” not as legalists but 
as those who do not want to hurt the Lord.  
 
If every believer – especially every “leader” – understood this 
truth by revelation, they would never be the same. The Lord 
would have a place to rest His head, within their lives. 
 
Remember, Jude is speaking, in his letter, to the “Beloved” of 
God, to those who are “born from above,” not those who are 
estranged from God, who are not born again. He is also speaking 
to those who are leaders (elders, pastors, apostles, etc.) within 
the Church, who lead contrary to the will of God (knowingly or 
unknowingly). 
 
The prophet Micah, who also saw the error of those who are false 
leaders among the people of God, wrote… 
 
1) And I [Micah] said, Hear, I pray you, you heads 
(leaders, elders, pastors, apostles, etc.) of Jacob and rulers 
(leaders, elders, pastors, apostles, etc.) of the house of Israel! 
Is it not for you to know (discern and understand) justice 
(judgment)? 
 
2) You who hate the good and love the evil, who pluck 
and steal the skin from off [My people] and their flesh 
from off their bones; 
 
3) Yes, you who eat the flesh of My people and strip 
their skin from off them, who break their bones and 
chop them in pieces as for the pot, like meat in a big 
kettle. 
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4) Then will they (the false leaders, elders, pastors, apostles, 
etc.) cry to the Lord, but He will not answer them; He 
will even hide His face (His presence) from them at that 
time, because they have made their deeds evil.” (Micah 
3:1-4, Amp) 
 
This is very serious. Jude is warning the Church of Jesus Christ, 
informing them of the wicked leaders in their midst. His passion 
for purity and holiness unto the Lord is the fire in his bones 
driving him toward holiness and purity of heart in the Lord. 
Everything within him desires to see a people separated unto the 
Lord apart from every evil way. Everything within him is driven 
toward one goal: The absolute fulfillment of God pleasure – A 
Bride set apart, all in all, unto the Son of God. 
 
Therefore, his call is clear:  
 
“Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish 
judgment in the gate: it may be that the Lord God of 
hosts will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph (the 
Bride of Christ)” (Amos 5:15, Kjv). 
 
This kind of heart – the heart that lived in Jude – is beating 
today, calling the people of God out of religious darkness, 
snatching the wayward out of the fires of judgment, rescuing 
them from their misery and shame. 
 
Christ is building a witness in the earth that will stand for Him in 
the face of darkness. This generation will know Him as a friend 
and work with Him as a partner in the power of His endless Life. 
 
This final prayer – that we are about to read – expresses the 
greatest need, in this hour of human history, in this generation.  
 
May our lives receive the fulfillment of this prayer. May its 
relevance to our lives be worked into our heart so that we become 
flames of fire in the Kingdom of God in these last days. 
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VERSE 24 & 25) Now unto him that is able [powerful and 
mighty enough, Strong’s # 1410] to keep you from falling 
[stumbling, sinning, Strong’s # 679], and to present [bring, 
establish, appoint, uphold, Strong’s # 2476] you faultless 
[blameless, unblemished and spotless, Strong’s # 299] before 
the presence of [directly in front of, in the sight of, Strong’s 
#2714] his glory [honor, dignity, praise and worship, Strong’s # 
1391] with exceeding joy [gladness, exaltation, Strong’s ], to 
the only wise God our Savior [Deliverer, Healer, Protector 
and Preserver, Strong’s # 4990], be glory [honor, dignity, 
praise and worship, Strong’s # 1391] and majesty [greatness, 
Strong’s # 3172], dominion and power, both now and 
ever. Amen. 
 
Now, let’s re-read these last two verse again in the Amplified 
Bible: “Now to Him Who is able to keep you without 
stumbling or slipping or falling, and to present [you] 
unblemished (blameless and faultless) before the 
presence of His glory in triumphant joy and exultation 
[with unspeakable, ecstatic delight] - to the one only 
God, our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory 
(splendor), majesty, might and dominion, and power 
and authority, before all time and now and forever 
(unto all the ages of eternity). Amen (so be it).” 
 
There is only One Person Who has the power to complete the 
work He started in you – His name is Jesus. He is the only One 
Who – through His Holy Spirit – can prepare His Bride.  
 
He is the only One Who has all glory, majesty, might, dominion, 
power and authority. 
 
So trust Him. Love Him. Lean on Him. He will never fail you.  
 
He is Love and Love never fails.  


